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Fr Michael writes:  
On our website this Good Shepherd Sunday we have three 

podcasts all related to the theme of vocation though only one of 

them, from our seminarian Mike Guthrie, is specifically about 

his response to the call of the Lord. The other two come from 

Cardinal Vincent. One is a letter entitled A People who Hope in 

Christ and actually is from all five archbishops of England and 

Wales to us all. It’s updating us and encouraging us in the 

current moment of our living with the pandemic and the 

necessary restrictions it imposes. Even here, locked down, we 

can know the peace and joy of the Risen Christ who chose to 

meet His disciples as they were locked down, doors closed, too. 

The other podcast from the Cardinal is a letter which had been 

forwarded to him and which he found helpful. It’s from an 

Italian bishop to a convent of enclosed sisters in his diocese 

which he entitles To the Cloistered Nuns – A Letter from the 

Desert. Their vocation, of course, has been to follow the Lord 

in the solitude of enclosed religious life, but even we, in the 

current lockdown, are called to hear and follow the Lord in 

some degree of isolation, of solitude. It makes for rich 

reflection.  
 

A salutary and profoundly cheerful tale combining all these 

themes of lockdown, solitude, deprivation, vocation and Good 

Shephed Sunday, is the account of Fr Edward Morgan going to 

his death! I was reading it in my oldest book (published 1803 

as a new edition), Memoirs of Missionary Priests, by the late 

Bishop Challoner, because it was the 378th anniversary of the 

martyrdom at Tyburn. Fr Morgan, a diocesan priest, had been 

sent from Spain to the English mission around 1627 but after 

some time ministering in London was apprehended and flung 

into the notorious Fleet Prison in the City. There he was 

confined for fifteen years, his suffering ever increasing through 

futher deprivations towards dereliction until, without particular 

reason or notice, he was summoned to trial on St George’s Day 

1642. He was charged not only for being a Catholic priest, but, 

apparently without irony, ‘remaining in this kingdom contrary 

to statute’, though he hadn’t had much choice about that, and 

was sentenced to be hanged, drawn and quartered on 26th April. 

Visited then by a number of intrepid Catholics in the last two 

days of his life, he was able with the secret provisions they 

brought, to offer Mass for the first time in over a year, 

‘celebrating in prison the tremendous mysteries of the Mass to 

prepare himself, by the august sacrifice and sacrament, for his 

death.’ Not only this, but ‘the Divine Majesty was pleased upon 

this occasion to visit his soul with such spiritual delights and 

heavenly consolations that he was in a manner in an ecstacy, 

and found all the difficulty imaginable to proceed in the divine 

sacrifice, his devotion being particularly inflamed with the 

thought of the Holy Name of Jesus, from which he was obliged 

to divert his mind crying out Satis est, Domine – It is enough, 

O Lord!’ This was surely the Lord’s timely and abiding grace 

for him for on the morning of his execution, having been 

dragged ignominiously on a sledge to Tyburn, he ascended the 

scaffold, knelt in silent prayer, then, rising, he made the sign of 

the cross, the crowd now silent as ‘his countenance being all 

the while wonderfully serene and cheerful’. He then preached 

on the previous Sunday’s Gospel (Good Shepherd Sunday), 

‘The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep, 

acknowledging at the same time himself infinitely unworthy of 

that title.’ For the Church of Christ ‘I willingly die and I offer 

up my blood for the good of my country’ he declared, before he 

‘went resolutely on with his discourse proving the true Church 

by its antiquity, universality, succession etc’ and ‘his words 

seemed to make no small impression on the hearers who were 

also astonished at his intrepidity and that wonderful 

cheerfulness with which he met death’. He even cracked a joke 

when the rope was placed around his neck observing to his 

executioner that ‘he hoped he should now be sent to heaven on 

a string’. Now ‘was no time to joke’ said the executioner, to 

which Fr Morgan replied ‘Indeed this is no joking matter with 

me but very serious. But why should anyone be offended at my 

going to heaven cheerfully? – For God loves a cheerful giver!’ 
He was allowed a moment’s prayer before the cart was pulled 

away and I hope we may suppose he was soon with his Lord, 

the Good Shepherd, in the fullness of the ecstacy he had been 

privileged to glimpse in his last Mass, the Risen Christ gracing 

him in his isolation, lockdown and deprivation with that 

spiritual communion, His peace and joy, which we too receive 

when respond to His call in our lives and our circumstances. 
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LET US PRAY     
 

For those who are sick: Sandra Bocca, Cecil Pocock, Romeo 

Monthoy, Fr. Noel O’Boylan, Celine Duignan, Andy Cronin, Bob 
Barnett, Eulalie Raymond, Jim O’Grady, Greta Gribben, Jim Ryan, 
Mike O’Farrel, Bridget Hayden, Alaina Embling, Hannah Thomas, 
Lauren, Anna and Joseph Mullan, Ewa Blonska, Phoebe 
Rodriguez, John Moylan, Cyril McKeefrey together with all those 
suffering in the pandemic. 
For those recently deceased: Bob Barnett, Patricia Taylor, Dawit 

Mehanen, Fr John Seabrook PP, Patrick O’Leary, Bridget Tone, 
John Lawlor, Kathleen Dempsey, Thomas Langfrey, Samuel 
Bignall and Jim Kelly. May they rest in peace. 
For those whose anniversaries occur: Frank O’Farrell (40th 

Anniv). May he rest in peace. 
 

LENT PROJECT 2020 – Our charities this year are: Friends of the 

Holy Land www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk ; The Cardinal Hume 
Centre www.cardinalhumecentre.org.uk ; The Cardinal’s Lenten 
Appeal www.rcdow.org.uk . With a number of donations to the appeal 
just before the church closed together with further donations through 
the letter box marked for the Lent Appeal from parishioners out on their 
daily exercise, the current total for the Lent Project is an 
astonishing £9,580 between the three charities. Thank you!   
 

FOODBANK COLLECTION THIS WEEK – Between this weekend 

and next is our monthly collection of non-perishable items of food 
for our foodbank (which is very short of stock and funds). 
Parishioners already intending to be out at exercise or shopping 
may leave food all this week outside at the presbytery door. Please 
just ring the bell to alert a priest, if a priest is available, that food is 
outside and he will bring it soon inside. Cash donations are 
welcome also in envelopes marked ‘Foodbank’ through the 
letterbox. (£400 was raised at the beginning of April.) On Monday 
11th May the food/toiletries will be delivered to the foodbank 
together with any cash donations.  
 

THURSDAY MASS for NHS & CARE HOME staff & the SICK –

The following live-streamed Masses have now been published by 
the Bishops’ Conference. All Masses can be accessed simply by 
going to each cathedral’s website shortly before 7.00pm. 
7th May:   Bishop Marcus Stock, Leeds Cathedral 
14th May: Bishop Robert Byrne CO, Newcastle Cathedral 
21st May: Bishop Mark Davies, Shrewsbury Cathedral 
28th May: Bishop Terence Drainey, Middlesbrough Cathedral 
 

PARISH ASSOCIATION WITH THE CATHOLIC UNION – Our 

parish has become the first in the country to have a formal 
association with The Catholc Union www.catholicunion.org.uk and 
many more will follow where there is shared interest. Fr Michael 
much recommends going to the website to sign up for their news 
briefings directly emailed. The news from parliament is always 
interesting if often worrying with initiatives to challenge the common 
good. Other briefings are more specifically pertinent to Catholic life 
and seasons. Please see below for the full text of our association. 
 

MARRIAGE WEEK 2020 - 11th to 17th May is the week that is 

nationally set aside to celebrate commitment to the Sacrament of 
Marriage, even if it must be engaged in from home. The theme this 
year is "The Forever Conversation," recognising the need for 
continual open communication to enable a marriage to be long 
lasting. Marriage Encounter is working in partnership with Marriage 
Week UK to promote events and celebrate marriage. For more 
information see https://marriage-week.org.uk/ 
 

CENTERING PRAYER – In the current lockdown the Centering 

Prayer group has found a new way to convene via the internet 
platform Zoom. The group is meeting EVERY Monday at 7.30pm 
so if you would like to join please phone or email John O’Brien who 
will be happy to assist:  07747611616 or john@jobrien.co.uk   
 

FEELING VULNERABLE AND NEEDING HELP? – Some 

parishioners are offering to shop and deliver groceries etc for any 
others who may not feel strong enough to shop for themselves. If 
you would like this help, please phone the Parish Office and leave 
a message. You are not alone! Help is at hand! 020 8994 2877 
 

CAN YOU OFFER HELP? – If you’d be happy to volunteer to assist 

particularly elderly, isolated or isolating parishioners with just one 
or two errands each week as you are about your own, please also 
email or phone the Parish Office. You must be known to the priests 
and other parishioners from attendance at Mass. We’d be aiming 
to match postcodes of volunteers and recipients. 
 
 

FR. JOHN SEABROOK PP RIP - With deep regret Fr Michael must 

inform parishioners of the death on Wednesday evening 15th April 
of Fr John Seabrook, Parish Priest of St Joseph’s, Grove Park.  He 
died peacefully at Hammersmith Hospital following admission to 
the hospital he had been attending regularly over the past few 
months, fortified by the rites of the Church just days before he died. 
Funeral arrangements have been made in accordance with the 
protocols necessary due to the Coronavirus pandemic which mean 
that Fr John’s family, his  Executors and the Bishop presiding at the 
graveside service and representing the Cardinal will be the only 
mourners attending. When circumstances allow, a Memorial Mass 
will be arranged and all parishioners, both of Grove Park and of 
Chiswick, will have the opportunity to honour the memory and to 
pray for the repose of Fr John’s soul after such long service in 
Grove Park and the Deanery. May he rest in peace. 
 

THE PARISH’S ASSOCIATION WITH THE CATHOLIC UNION - 
 

Memorandum 

between 

The Catholic Union of Great Britain 

and 

The Parish of Our Lady of Grace and Saint Edward’s, 

Chiswick 

The Catholic Union of Great Britain (“CUGB”), a lay organisation 

with consultative status to the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 

England and Wales, recognises, celebrates and seeks to utilise the 

expertise of the Catholic laity in promoting and defending the 

Catholic viewpoint in British public life. 

The CUGB would like to become better known in parishes so as to 

inform and encourage the laity about its activities and to draw from 

the expertise and experience of the laity to enhance its mission. 

The CUGB has therefore invited the Parish of Our Lady of Grace 

and St Edward (“the Parish”) to become an Associated Parish of 

the Catholic Union of Great Britain in order to offer mutual support 

and co-operation and the Parish Priest has accepted this invitation 

on behalf of the Parish. 

There will be no charge for either the CUGB or the Parish for this 

association. 

The Parish Priest and the Director of the CUGB will be the points 

of contact in relation to all aspects of the association until such time 

as the Parish Priest delegates this function to a member of the 

Parish who will also thereafter liaise with the Parish Priest.  

The Parish will when appropriate inform parishioners of the 

activities of the CUGB and help to publicise its talks and events.  

The CUGB will also publicise Parish activities which are of interest 

to its members.  The CUGB and the Parish may co-operate in other 

activities to be mutually decided. 

The Parish is hereby declared to be an Associated Parish of the 

Catholic Union of Great Britain as of St George’s Day, 23 April 

2020.  This association may be terminated by either party by simple 

email notification. 
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