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Gospel Teaching 
According to Luke, how did Jesus choose to launch his ministry? He went back 
home, to his own town. In the synagogue at Nazareth he stood in front of the 
people and read the passage from the prophet Isaiah. It summed up the heart 
of his mission: “good news to the poor… liberty to captives… to the blind new 
sight, to set the downtrodden free”. The people liked what they heard. The 
initial reaction was positive. He spoke with authority; here was a man you could 
believe in, not like the usual teachers and preachers, not like the establishment 
types with their vested interests. 

But if you look ahead to next week’s Gospel, you can see how quickly the 
attitude changed. You can almost hear the whirring of the people’s minds. This 
man speaks about “good news for the poor”; but what does that mean for us, 
who are comfortably off? He speaks of liberty for captives; but perhaps we’d 
prefer to lock them up and throw away the key. He speaks of freedom for the 
downtrodden; but do we really want, can we afford, a society where everyone is 
treated the same? And people’s self-interest begins to take over; it’s not long 
before they’re trying to get rid of this man who talks about such things.

How do we react to Jesus’ message today? Because it’s not just a message 
from history, although Luke is careful to set it in historical context, to remind us 
that it’s based on eyewitness evidence. What Jesus is doing, as his opening, is 
not just setting out his own agenda, but proclaiming the word of God. He goes 
back to the prophets to proclaim that this is part of God’s plan from ages past, 
part of what’s called salvation history. At the heart of this plan is the word of 
God, revealed in the scriptures. Today’s first reading takes us back to the time 
when the people of Israel had returned to their homeland after years of exile in 
Babylon. Their return was marked by a public reading to the whole people of 
the “Book of the Law”, the words of the Lord their God, which had been 
revealed to them, the very heart of their religion. In his apostolic letter instituting 
this Sunday as the Sunday of the Word of God, Pope Francis commented: 
“These words contain a great teaching… The Bible is the book of the Lord’s 
people, who, in listening to it, move from dispersion and division towards unity. 
The word of God unites believers and makes them one people.”

Jesus speaks of himself as the fulfilment of prophecy. God has come to be with 
God’s people, as was promised from of old. Jesus looks to the future, too, 
because he is setting out the manifesto, the mission statement of his Church. 
It’s based both on the word of God – spoken of by Pope Francis as “the 
inexhaustible riches contained in that constant dialogue between the Lord and 
his people” – and on the Spirit of God. Jesus is able to fulfil this ancient 
prophecy because the Spirit has been given to him. He proclaims God’s will in 
the power of the Spirit. In the power of the Spirit he will fulfil God’s will, bringing 
“good news to the poor… liberty to captives… to the blind new sight”, freedom 
to the downtrodden. It’s what God has anointed him to do. And it’s something 
that can only be achieved in the power of God’s Spirit. Today Jesus invites us, 
who share that Spirit through our baptism, to be part of his mission. He went 
back to his hometown to begin it. He calls us to do something similar: if we’re 
to share his mission, this is where we start, among the people we know. 

MASS TIMES 
Sunday:  
9 am, 10.30 am, 12.15 pm & 6.30 pm 
Monday to Friday:  

8 am & 12.15 pm 

Saturday: 12.15 pm, 6 pm (Vigil)  

Holy Days of Obligation:  

8 am, 12.15 pm & 7 pm

CONTACT DETAILS 
Address: 	 

55 Fulham Palace Road, 

Hammersmith, London, W6 8AU.  

Tel No: 020 8748 3788  

Mobile No:  07901 523 267  
Email: 	
hammersmith@rcdow.org.uk                         
Website/Live streaming: 
parish.rcdow.org.uk/hammersmith 
PARISH PRIEST 
Fr. Tomas Banayag OSA   
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
Monica Hamilton 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
Monday: 9 am - 3 pm.  

Tuesday to Friday: 10 am to 3 pm 
SAFEGUARDING

Margaret Manners

hammersmithsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 
Teresa Felongco Sagge 
hammersmithsg3@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Suzette Dennis

hammersmithsg4@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

ST. AUGUSTINE’S CENTRE 
Helen Murphy - Manager

Contact for all hiring and Centre.

Email: 
helen@staugustinescentrelondon.org 
ORDER OF ST. AUGUSTINE (OSA) 
Province of England & Scotland 
Bishop Emeritus Michael Campbell 
OSA (in residence)

Fr. Barry Clifford OSA (Prior) 
Fr. Tomas Banayag OSA (Parish Priest)

Fr. Arthur Bolivar OSA

Fr. Robert Marsh OSA (Provincial)

Br. Gregory Tan OSA

Br. Michael McLaren OSA 
Email: info@theaugustinians.org 
Website: theaugustinians.org

Vocations Facebook: 

AugustinianVocationsUK 

See also: https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2020-02/sunday-reflection-vatican-news2.html

Readings:  Nehemiah 8: 2-6, 8-10, Psalm 18, 1 Corinthians 12: 12-30, Luke 1: 1-4, 4: 14-21
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PARISH DIARY 
Sunday 23rd January:  
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 
(of The Word of God) 
(Blessed Josephine Mary of Beniganim, Virgin) 
9 am, 10.30 am, 12.15 pm & 6.30 pm Masses

Monday 24th January St. Francis de Sales, 
Bishop & Doctor 
8 am Mass

8.30 am - Church Cleaning 
12 noon - The Angelus.  

12.15 pm Mass

Tuesday 25th January The Conversion of St. 
Paul the Apostle 
8 am Mass

12 noon - The Angelus.  

12.15 pm Requiem Mass: Maureen Tyson RIP

Wednesday 26th January Ss Timothy & Titus, 
Bishops 
8 am Mass

12 noon - The Angelus.  

12.15 pm Mass

Thursday 27th January Feria 
8 am Mass

12 noon - The Angelus.  

12.15 pm Mass

Friday 28th January St Thomas Aquinas, Priest 
& Doctor 
8 am Mass

12 noon - The Angelus.  

12.15 pm Requiem Mass: Tom Murphy RIP

Saturday 29th January Feria

12 noon - The Angelus.  

12.15 pm Mass

6 pm (Vigil) Mass

Sunday 30th January: 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 
9 am, 10.30 am, 12.15 pm & 6.30 pm Masses

********************************************************************


PARISH LIFE 
In Church, your nose AND mouth should be 
covered when in the Church. We are 
responsible for one another’s health.   Please 
do not come into the Church if you have any 
symptoms of   or have been asked to self-
isolate. 

Live Streaming Masses and Services - To view, 
either click on the link on the parish website or visit: 
www.churchservices.tv  

Covid Guidelines - With the current situation with the 
omicron variant, it is important that the following 
practices are followed;


• People displaying any symptoms of Covid-19 
should stay at home and not travel to Church or 
participate in person.


• Sanitising your hands upon entry and exiting the 
Church.


• Wearing of face coverings (both nose and 
mouth) is now mandatory.   It is recommended 
that congregational singing within the Church 
should take place with face coverings.


• Continue with the scan of the QR code (on the 
notice boards) with your NHS COVID-19 app to 
check in. 


• Maintaining social distancing when in the 
Church.


• The one way system is still in operation when 
going up to receive Holy Communion.


• Offertory Collections will continue to take place 
after the Mass. Please consider using the 
contactless machines or donating online. 


• Ventilating the Church especially during and 
between services remains important. Please 
wrap up well in Church!


• Holy Water stoups remain unfilled. 

• Holy Communion will be under one kind.

• Consider getting vaccinated and/or the booster 

jab wherever possible.


Clarification on the Sunday Obligation - The 
Bishops’ Statement Honouring Sunday reflected the 
pastoral situation of public worship in the light of the 
pandemic situation at this time.   The Bishops’ have 
asked for all Catholics to reflect on their personal 
circumstances with respect to their attendance at 
public worship.   The Bishops, now having reflected 
on the current situation in England and Wales, 
recognise that the causes and effects of the 
pandemic are still present to such a degree that the 
absolute duty for all to freely attend the Sunday 
Eucharistic Celebration cannot yet be fulfilled. As 
such, they have asked that all Catholics now reflect 
on the centrality of the Eucharist to their own life of 
faith and take into consideration their personal 
circumstances and the reasons as to whether they 
can now attend the Sunday Eucharistic Celebration or 
otherwise. Should a person feel that grave cause 
honestly persists in their personal circumstances, 
there is no sin associated with their non-attendance 
at Mass, and they are encouraged to devote 
themselves to prayer at home.  This may be achieved 
either through personal prayer or by participating with 
a live-streamed celebration of Mass from a Church. 
The Guidance for Churches - December 2021 
document can be found on the parish website. 


Car Parking - The management of the car park has 
been handed over to external agents.  We have had a 
few queries regarding parking tickets received; please 
contact the managing agents directly.   Their details 
can be found on the board on the gate.   The 
arrangements for the weekend Masses (Saturday 
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evening and Sunday up until the 12.15 pm Masses 
remain the same, i.e. the gate will be open around 
Mass times). If you attend Mass during the week, 
you will have to book a space, which can be done 
online at https://parkbee.com.uk 


Accommodation Required - Anastazja is looking for 
a room to rent for a year starting in February.   Please 
leave your details with the Parish office if you can 
help.


VOLUNTEERING 


We are in need of more volunteers for the various 
ministries in the Church.   For further information, 
please speak to the person in charge in the Church 
Porch, after Mass.  

Would you like to join the Choir? - If you are 
interested in joining the Choir, please leave your 
contact details with the Parish Office. 

Church Cleaning - More volunteers required to help 
clean the Church on Mondays after the 8 am Mass.  
Please speak to Antonia.


Readers - Thank you to all our existing readers and 
those who recently joined us.   Now that the 6.30 pm 
Sunday Mass has resumed, we need more 
volunteers!   If you would like to read at the Sunday 
Evening Mass or any of the Masses, please   contact 
Annabel at staugustinesreaders@yahoo.co.uk


DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Table of Moveable Feasts 2022 

Ash Wednesday	 	 2nd March 2022

Easter Sunday	 	 17th April 2022

Ascension 26th May 2022 
Pentecost	 	 	 5th June 2022

Corpus Christi 19th June 2022 
Ss Peter & Paul 29th June 2022 
Assumption of the BVM 14th August 2022 
All Saints 1st November 2022 
1st Sunday of Advent	 27th November 2022

Christmas 25th December 2022 
Bold entries denote Holidays of Obligation in 
England and Wales 

LITURGY

Westminster Synodal Pathway Introduction - The 
Holy Father is offering us the opportunity to 
participate in a time of listening and reflecting.   He 
hopes this will help us to discern how God’s presence 
comes into our lives and what the Spirit of God is 
prompting us to do anew, so that we might be more 
alive and creative in our response to the call of Jesus, 
our Way, Truth and Life.


Synodal Pathway Questionnaire - Please take one 
home with you, for you to complete and return 
(available in the Church Porch).  To find out more, 
visit: www.rcdow.org.uk/synod 


OPENING TIMES, DEVOTIONS AND 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
Church Opening Times - The Church is open for 
individual prayer weekdays from 7 am to 1 pm, 
Saturdays 1 hour before each Mass, Sundays 8 am -0 
1 pm, 5.30 pm - 7.30 pm.


The Angelus - Every day at 12 noon.

Rosary - (Led by parishioners) will be recited 
after the 12.15 pm Mass Mondays to Saturdays.

Novena Mass to Sto. Niño - Every first Friday of 
the month at 7 pm starting Friday 4th February 
2022.

Reconciliation - Saturday 11 am to 12 noon  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament - 
Saturday 11 am to 12 noon.


SACRAMENTS 

Baptisms - Please contact the Parish Office for 
more information.


Marriages - If you would like to get married, we 
need at least six months notice longer if you wish 
to marry abroad,  You also need to attend a 
Marriage Course.  Please contact the Parish 
Office for more information.


First Holy Communion 2022 - The classes will 
start on Sunday 23rd January 2022.  Parents 
have been advised of the arrangements.


Confirmation 2022 - Application forms are 
available from the Church porch or Parish Office.  
Please note that the applicant should currently 
be in Year 9+ and not Year 10+ as stated on the 
forms.  Completed forms should be returned by 3 
pm on Monday 28th February 2022.


SCHOOLS 

Westminster Cathedral Choir School - Are you in 
Year 2 or 3 with musical potential and would consider 
becoming a chorister at Westminster Cathedral? If the 
answer is Yes, please contact the Parish Office for 
more information.
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COMMUNITY MASS LIST 

Recently Deceased: 
Norman Murphy, Honey Jeninas, Elizabeth 
Bishop, Marie Hinley, Patrick Gurney, Maureen 
Tyson, Marcelo Robin, Tom Murphy.


Deceased: 
Roque I. Pereira & Esmenia Pereira RIP.


Anniversaries: 
Dax Daantos, James Carlin, Andrew Gannon, 
Shelia Looney,.


Intentions: 
Mary Coily, Geraldine Anderson, The Humphries 
family, For the safe pregnancy & delivery of Karla 
Carissa Alas, personal intention of Virgilio 
Guevarra, Fr. Arthur Bolivar OSA.


Get Well: 
Marie Holland, Edgardo Alas, Sharmaine Rabang, 
Esther Alas.


Birthday: 
Maria Vaz.


FUNERAL 

We pray for the repose of the soul of Maureen 
Tyson whose Requiem Mass will take place here 
at St. Augustine’s on Tuesday 25th January 2022 
at 12.15 pm.  We especially remember her family 
during this difficult time.


STEWARDSHIP & GIVING 

We thank those who have continued to 
support our Parish during these difficult times. 

If you would like to make a donation, please 
contact the Parish Office or use the following 
details:


Name:		 	 WRCDT - HAMMERSMITH

Account No:	 	 11308262

Sort Code:	 	 40-05-20

Bank:	 	 	 HSBC

Ref:	 	 	 Your name


If you are a UK Taxpayer, you can complete a Gift 
Aid form from the Parish Office.  We can claim 
back 25p in every £1 you donate.


Vinnie Packs - The St Vincent de Paul (SVP) are 
distributing 11,500 Vinnie Packs containing cold 
weather essentials to the homeless this winter. 
Please could you consider sponsoring packs at a 
suggested donation of £3.70 per pack? 
Donations can be sent to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 
72264, London SW1P 9EZ with cheques made 
out to SVP or by bank transfer to Nat West, sort 
code 60-60-04, Acc no. 4608 8237.


Contactless Payment Machines - There are two 
machines at the entrance and exit of the Church 
for donations. The machine is very easy to use 
and allows you to support the Church at this time 
by online giving. Please use the hand sanitiser 
and touch screen to begin.   It is good to see that 
many of you are using them.


Caritas Foodbank - As many families will 
continue to live with the economic impact of the 
pandemic through losing jobs or facing 
cutbacks.   We will be collecting items for the 
Caritas Food Bank that can help some of these 
people.   A box will in the porch to take your gifts 
of dried, tinned and packet foods (especially fish, 
vegetable and fruits) and toiletries.   If we can all 
manage just one item each week, together we 
can make an enormous difference and share 
God’s bounty with others.  Thank you.


