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MUSIC AND HYMNS AT FUNERALS

When we choose a religious funeral for a loved one, it is fitting that the music used during
the service is also religious in nature; Church music for a Church setting, as someone once
wisely said.

Care should be taken when selecting hymns. Well-known hymns are often the most suitable,
as they allow everyone present to join in the singing. You may also wish to include hymns that
were especially meaningful to the person who has died. During the season of Lent, hymns
containing the word “Alleluia” are to be omitted.

The Funeral Service or Requiem Mass is, above all, an act of worship offered to Almighty God.
During the Mass we pray for the repose of the soul of our loved one, we give thanks for the
gift of their life, and we ask God to grant us strength and mercy as we grieve and come to
terms with our loss.

Please also be aware that the use of recorded music may be subject to copyright restrictions.
If the funeral is followed by a committal at the crematorium, a favourite piece of non-religious
music may be played there, once the religious rites have concluded.

Finally, it is important that all music chosen for the funeral is in keeping with the dignity and
sacredness of the occasion.

PICTURES AND THE ORDER OF SERVICE

As we prepare to honour and remember our loved one, thoughtful care should be taken in
choosing the pictures included in the Order of Service. The Church’s Liturgy is HOLY, and
the images we select should reflect that sacredness. Alongside photographs of our loved one,
it is fitting to include Holy Pictures such as a Cross, Our Lady (Mary), a favourite/Patron
Saint, or depictions of Christ in Glory or the Resurrection.

It is also important to consider where the different pictures are placed within the Order of
Service. Naturally we wish to recall the various cherished memories and give thanks to
Almighty God for the gift of those moments. At the same time, some images, such as casual
holiday photographs or pictures with drinks in hand, may be best suited to sections outside
the liturgical parts of the service, rather than on pages marked Liturgy of the Word or
Liturgy of the Eucharist.

In this way, we can both honour the life of our loved one and preserve the reverence due to
the Church’s Sacred Liturgy.
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