
WELCOME TO ST THEODORE’S!  If you are new, or if you happen to be visiting, or you are a returning Catholic 

after some time away, you are very welcome. It’s good to have you with us.  Please take this Newsletter home with 

you.  You may wish to share it with family and friends.  This newsletter can also be found via our website.   

CONTACT DETAILS  
110 Station Road, Hampton Middlesex TW12 2AS    Telephone: 020 89793596 

Website:    https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hamptononthames/ 

INSTAGRAM :https://www.instagram.com/sttheoshampton/ 

Parish E-Mail Address    hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Philip Baptiste            philipbaptiste@rcdow.org.uk 

Deacons: Revd. Dr Duncan Macpherson KC*HS  and Revd. Jim McLean 

Parish Administrator:  Stephanie Mackay  hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk 

Hall Bookings: Kathleen Wren   0208 9410444  

Parish Safeguarding Rep:  Awaiting appointment safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

S A I N T T H EODORE  O F  C A NT E RB UR Y  

H A M P T O N  O N  T H A ME S  

S u nd ay  F eb r u a ry  1 s t  2 02 6  

F O U R T H  S UN D A Y  O F  T HE  YE A R  

MASSES THIS WEEK: 
 

 

Sunday 1 Feb Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

6.00pm Stephen Robinson RIP 
8.30 am Kenneth Poole RIP 

10.30 am For all the People of the Parish  

 
Monday 2 Presentation of the Lord 

9.30 am Sarah Phillips RIP 
 
Tuesday 3 St Blaise 

9.30 am Jane Thompson 
 

Wednesday 4 Feria 

9.30 am  Errol Baptiste RIP 
 
Thursday 5 St Agatha 
9.30am Rosslyn Gibbs Intentions 

 
Friday 6 Ss Paul Miki & companions 
9.30 am Mgr George Groves RIP 

 
Saturday 7 Our Lady 
6.00 pm Lisa Downie RIP 

 
Sunday 8  Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8.30 am For all the People of the Parish 

10.30 am Michael Watson RIP 

 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp this week is for Norah Burke RIP 

 

SUNDAY THOUGHT 

Last week we heard Saint Matthew 

describing the beginnings of Jesus’ pub-

lic ministry. This week Saint Matthew 

begins the most important summary of 

the proclamation of the kingdom of 

God – what we refer to as the 

“Sermon on the Mount.” This great 

collection of Jesus’ teachings begins 

with the Beatitudes – the Charter of 

the Kingdom. It is essential to under-

stand these, if we are to understand 

what we will read in Saint Matthew 

during the rest of this year: the key, as 

underlined by the First Reading, is that 

the values of this world are not the 

values of the Kingdom of God – the 

Kingdom will see things turned upside 

down: happiness and blessing belong to 

those whom this world would ignore 

or mistreat. If we truly wish to live out 

the Gospel, we would do well to re-

flect on the virtues laid out in this fa-

miliar passage.  

(Credit Salford Liturgy) 
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CANDLEMAS: On Monday, 2nd February, will be 

the Feast of the Lord’s Presentation, or Candle-

mas. Traditionally candles are blessed and distrib-

uted on this day. We will bless and distribute 

candles before Mass at 9.30am.  If you have any 

candles that you would like blessed, please bring 

them along and they to will be blessed before 

Mass. On this day we celebrate Christ as the Light 

of the Nations and the Glory of His people Israel. 

This is beautifully ritualised by the blessing cere-

monies that precede Mass on this day.  
 

ST BLAISE BLESSING OF THROATS: 3rd-

February is the feast of St Blaise.  We may recall 

that he healed a little boy who was choking to 

death since a fishbone was stuck in his throat. St 

Blaise would later die for the faith. In return he 

received many graces and one of which was 

given to him alone – that he might bring relief by 

the power of almighty God to all diseases of the 

throat After Mass on Tuesday February 3rd, the 

priest will happily bless the throats of all those 

who desire such a blessing. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:  On Sunday 8th 

February in anticipation of the Feast of Our Lady 

of Lourdes and World Day of Prayer for the 

Sick, the Sacrament of the Sick will be adminis-

tered during the 10.30am Mass.  

 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER - 

FRIDAY 6TH MARCH:  This year St James’s 

Church, St James’s Road, TW12 1DQ look for-

ward to welcoming us for the annual service.  It 

will commence at 2pm and everybody is wel-

come. 
 

CATECHISTS WANTED! For Children’s 

Liturgy of the Word.  Up until the pandemic, 

this was ably provided for in our Parish and I 

wish to thank those who dedicated themselves 

to this important ministry.  An attempt was 

made a couple of years ago to restart but for 

various reasons never got off the ground.  It is 

such a blessing to see so many children at Mass 

and as a Parish we have to make a provision for 

them.  May I propose that those interested in 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word come to a meet-

ing on Thursday 12th February at 7pm in 

our Parish Hall. 

THE EMBRACING AGE CLASSICAL MU-

SIC CONCERT takes place at St Stephen's 

Church on Friday 6th February. Entry is free and 

the concert starts at 8pm with doors opening at 

7.30pm. A bar and light refreshments will be 

available. Donations will be taken on the evening 

to raise vital funds for the Twickenham-based 

charity's work befriending local care home resi-

dents. Book your free tickets at https://

www.embracingage.org.uk/concert or call Sarah 

Waller on 020 3778 0035. 
 

JOHN TRAYNOR,  a British WWI veteran, 

was officially recognised by the Church in De-

cember 2024 for his miraculous healing at 

Lourdes. Dr Kieran Moriarty, who served on the 

commission that examined the case, will give a 

talk on this extraordinary story at Westminster 

Cathedral Hall on Saturday, 7th February at 

11:30am (doors open 11:00am). Tickets are 

available here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dr

-kieranmoriartys-talk-on-lourdes-71st-miracle-

john-jacktraynor-tickets-1976728613495 On 

the same day at 2:00pm, Mass in honour 

of Our Lady of Lourdes with anointing of 

the sick will be celebrated at Westmin-

ster Cathedral, this is expected to be one of 

Cardinal Vincent’s final Masses before retire-

ment. 
 

MASS FOR THE SICK  This annual event will 

take place on Saturday 7th February at 2pm. 

Please can you let Fr Philip or the Office know if 

you would like to attend this Mass (in writing 

through the Presbytery letter-box or by email 

to: hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk, by tele-

phone or by visiting the Office). It is a ticketed 

event and will book up quickly. When advising 

that you would like to attend, please confirm: 

the number of tickets required, the names of 

those attending and which of the following tick-

ets would be applicable:  

- Wheelchair users who require anointing  

- Walking sick who require anointing  

- Those assisting the sick who do not require 

anointing.  
 

SPONSORING THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

LAMP is a kindness for a departed loved one or a 

particular intention during a special week in the 

year. There are weeks available going forward. The 

suggested donation is £10.00 for the whole week. 
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Please contact Stephanie in the Parish Office or 

speak to Fr Philip for availability.  
 

MASS INTENTIONS:  When emailing a re-

quest please make sure you send the request 

to hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk rather 

than Fr Philip’s personal email. 
 

ANNUAL MASS OF THANKSGIVING 

FOR THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMO-

NY: WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL, 

SATURDAY 23RD MAY 2026 AT 2:30PM. 

The Archbishop is inviting to this Mass all cou-

ples in the Diocese, who are celebrating their 

5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 

60th (and every year over 60) wedding 

anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2026. If you 

are celebrating an anniversary, please give your 

parish clergy the following details: husband and 

wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address 

and contact email (or telephone number, if no 

email). 
 

SHIRLEY LEGGETT RIP:  Shirley had been 

a Parishioner at St Theodore’s for many, many 

years and in her day she was very active, espe-

cially when it came to fund raising for our pre-

sent Church.  That activity remained latterly 

but in a very deeply spiritual and prayerful way 

which is utterly essential for the life of the 

Church.  She will be missed in so many ways: 

from her gentle prayerful presence to her 

excellent culinary skills!  We extend to 

Shirley’s children and their families our sincere 

and prayerful condolences at this sad time.  

Shirley’s funeral will take place in our Church 

on Wednesday 25th at Noon.  May she Rest in 

Peace. 
 

SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY:  There are some 

that may remember the term along with sexa-

gesima and quinquagesima.  The late poet Sir 

John Betjeman wrote a rather charming poem 

on the subject.  The term reminds us that 

there are seventy days until Easter and three 

Sundays until Ash Wednesday and the start of 

Lent.  A Lent leaflet is in the process of being 

produced, but before its publication I thought 

you may like to know what we will be doing at 

St Theodore’s this Lent.  As well as our usual 

Masses and Confessions, every Friday evening 

from 6pm there will be Eucharistic Adoration, 

finishing with Benediction.  Also on Fridays, at 

7pm, there will be Stations of the Cross.  On 

Saturday 14th March from 09.30am until 1pm 

we hope to have our Parish Lenten Retreat.  In 

addition to this we will be hosting a Lent Re-

flection Group, using Fr Stephen Wang’s much 

acclaimed “Sycamore” programme.  The Re-

flection Group will be a moment of Learning, 

Praying and Sharing.  It will take place on the 

Thursdays of Lent, starting February 19th, from 

7.00pm - 8.30pm in our Parish Hall.  Let us in 

these weeks leading up to Lent think about 

what we are going to do and prepare for Lent. 

 

THE ART OF LIMITS – DAY RETREAT 

Join us on Saturday 21st February 2026, 10am - 

4pm, at the FCJ Centre for Spirituality and 

EcoJustice (near Euston). This gentle retreat, 

led by Sr MaryAnne Francalanza FCJ and John 

Paul de Quay, offers simple artistic exercises, 

shared food, and space for reflection. No artis-

tic experience needed. 

Tickets and details:  

https://tinyurl.com/5btysupa.  

More resources: theecg.org •  

journeyto2030.org  All are welcome. 
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS CLOSE TO OUR PARISH:  PRIMARY SCHOOLS:   St James School is our designated Parish 

School:  St James, Twickenham:  https://www.st-james.richmond.sch.uk/  Mr. Beatty.  Sacred Heart, Teddington: 

https://www.sacredheartteddington.co.uk/  Mrs B Green.  St Ignatius, Sunbury: https://www.st-ignatius.surrey.sch.uk/  

Mrs Murphy.    SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN OUR DEANARY:  St Richard Reynolds Twickenham, Mr R Burke  

www.strichardreynolds.org.uk   St Paul’s Sunbury, Mr J.  McNulty.  www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk/ 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/ CONFESSIONS  Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm or by appointment. 

BAPTISMS  Please initially speak to Fr Philip after Sunday Mass. Adults wishing to enquire about the Catholic 

Faith should also speak to Fr Philip. 

WEDDINGS  For those couples wishing to get married here or elsewhere, it is important that you notify Fr 

Philip at least 6 months before your wedding date. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  On request. If you are about to undergo surgery or treatment, please do to  

hesitate to ask Fr Philip. If you are admitted to Hospital, please indicate that your details are to be passed to the 

R.C. Chaplain and that you would like the R.C. Chaplain to visit. 

 

IF ANY ONE IS IN DANGER OF DEATH PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO CALL  

FR PHILIP - 020 8979 3596 OR A NEIGHBOURING PARISH 

FEBRUARY IS THE MONTH OF THE HOLY FAMILY  

 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION FOR 

THE NEWSLETTER should be re-

ceived by the Parish Office in 

writing using the email address 

hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk 

no later than 10am on  

Wednesday mornings.   

LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 

 
Our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV 

and join him in praying during the 

month of February that children 

suffering from incurable diseases 

and their families receive the 

necessary medical care and 

support, never losing strength and 

hope.  For Cardinal Vincent Nich-

ols, Archbishop-Elect Richard 

Moth, Bishop Jim Curry and all our 

Bishops.  For Peace on Earth; 

Openness to the Word of God; 

Christian Unity; The Sick and 

Those Who Care for Them; 

Victims of Trafficking and Those 

who Work to Combat it; The 

Unemployed. For all in our Parish 

family, those who are sick or 

housebound and those who care for them; those away from home, in Education, working away, on active 

service, or in Prison; for Peace in our World and in our neighbourhoods, for an end to the conflict in 

Ukraine and for peace in the Middle East and other parts of the world at variance. For Priests and Dea-

cons, Vocations to the Priesthood and the Religious life.  For our Schools and other Christian communities in 

our Parish. For His Majesty the King and all who govern in his name. For our beloved dead: all those who 

have died recently especially Shirley Leggett, Bao Thai Tran and those who have no one to pray for them. 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
24th & 25th January 2026:   Envelopes:  £295.00 Loose:  £223.08  
Contactless:  £75.00 (-£1.29 in Fees).  Total:  £591.79 
Standing Orders for December:    £2281.75 
HSBC BANK ACCOUNT NAME:  WRCDT Hampton on Thames 
Sort Code: 40-05-20 Account: 11308270 
As a reference, please use your Surname, First name and an indica-
tion of what the donation is for (Offertory, Baptism etc)..   
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

FEBRUARY (1) Anniversaries: 

Maurice Culhane 

Bishop Philip Harvey 

Ethel Avery 

Barry McGuigan 

Patrick Goldsmith 

Marcia Louise MacDonnell 

Emilia Rinaldi 

Josie Williams 

Errol Baptiste 

Roy Matthews  

Roisin McGuigan 

Bertie Avery 

Canon George Groves 

Dymphna McDonagh 

Leslie Barnes 

Robert Kennedy 

Pat Liston 

Arthur Abbot 

Jane Doherty 

Patrick Terence Kavanagh 

Gwen Barry 

Margaret Canney 

 May they Rest in Peace 
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