
WELCOME TO ST THEODORE’S!  If you are new, or if you happen to be visiting, or you are a returning Catholic 

after some time away, you are very welcome. It’s good to have you with us.  Please take this Newsletter home with 

you.  You may wish to share it with family and friends.  This newsletter can also be found via our website.   

CONTACT DETAILS  
110 Station Road, Hampton Middlesex TW12 2AS    Telephone: 020 89793596 

Website:    https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hamptononthames/ 

INSTAGRAM :https://www.instagram.com/sttheoshampton/ 

Parish E-Mail Address    hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Philip Baptiste            philipbaptiste@rcdow.org.uk 

Deacons: Revd. Dr Duncan Macpherson KC*HS  and Revd. Jim McLean 

Parish Administrator:  Stephanie Mackay  hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk 

Hall Bookings: Kathleen Wren   0208 9410444  

Parish Safeguarding Rep:  Awaiting appointment safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

S A I N T T H EODORE  O F  C A NT E RB UR Y  

H A M P T O N  O N  T H A ME S  

S u nd ay  J anu a r y  25 t h  20 2 6  

T H I R S  S U N D A Y  O F  T H E  Y E AR  

MASSES THIS WEEK: 
 

 

Sunday 25 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

6.00pm David Corbey RIP 
8.30 am For all the People of the Parish 

10.30 am Norah Burke RIP 

 
Monday 26 Ss Timothy & Titus 

 NO MASS 
 
Tuesday 27 St Angela Merici 

9.30 am Clare Darby-Dowman Ints 
 

Wednesday 28 St Thomas Aquinas 

9.30 am  Fr Cyril Sowerby RIP 
 
Thursday 29 Feria 
9.30am Raymundo Maningas RIP 

 
Friday 30 Feria 
9.30 am Kay Sanderson RIP 

 
Saturday 31 St John Bosco 
6.00 pm Stephen Robinson RIP 

 
Sunday 1 Feb Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8.30 am Kenneth Poole RIP 

10.30 am For all the People of the Parish 
 
Monday 2  Presentation of the Lord 
09.30 am Blessing of Candles followed by Mass  

 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp this week is for Norah Bruke RIP 

SUNDAY THOUGHT 

We will spend most of the Sundays of the 

coming year in the company of Saint Matthew. 

His Gospel (like the others 

has its own characteristics. 

He is writing for a Jewish 

audience, and so is always at 

pains to stress one thing: that 

Jesus of Nazareth was the 

promised Messiah. He does 

this by reference to Jesus’ 

teaching and miracles, and 

very often by quoting the 

prophecies of the Old Testa-

ment to show that Jesus was 

their fulfilment. Today is a perfect example. 

“Zebulun and Naphthali” was an old name for 

the area round Capernaum by the side of the 

Lake of Galilee, a busy fishing and trading area, 

with many Gentile towns and settlements: it is 

here, rather than in the dangerous town of 

Nazareth, that Jesus “settles” and begins his 

ministry. This is where the proclamation of 

the Kingdom of God begins, as was foretold, 

and the first followers are invited to join Jesus.  
(Credit Salford Liturgy) 
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SHIRLEY LEGGETT RIP:  On Wednesday 

morning I took a telephone call from Shirley’s 

daughter telling me that her Mum had died the 

previous night in Kingston Hospital.  On the 

Monday I had the privilege of visiting Shirley and 

bringing her the comfort of the Sacraments.  

Shirley had been a Parishioner at St Theodore’s 

for many, many years and in her day she was 

very active, especially when it came to fund rais-

ing for our present Church.  That activity re-

mained latterly but in a very deeply spiritual and 

prayerful way which is utterly essential for the 

life of the Church.  She will be missed in so 

many ways: from her gentle prayerful presence 

to her excellent culinary skills!  We extend to 

Shirley’s children and their families our sincere 

and prayerful condolences at this sad time.  

Shirley’s funeral arrangements have yet to be 

confirmed.  May she Rest in Peace. 
 

CANDLEMAS: Next Monday, 2nd February, will 

be the Feast of the Lord’s Presentation, or Can-

dlemas. Traditionally candles are blessed and dis-

tributed on this day. We will bless and distribute 

candles before Mass at 9.30am.  If you have any 

candles that you would like blessed, please bring 

them along and they to will be blessed before 

Mass. On this day we celebrate Christ as the Light 

of the Nations and the Glory of His people Israel. 

This is beautifully ritualised by the blessing cere-

monies that precede Mass on this day.  
 

ST BLAISE BLESSING OF THROATS: 3rd-

February is the feast of St Blaise.  We may recall 

that he healed a little boy who was choking to 

death since a fishbone was stuck in his throat. St 

Blaise would later die for the faith. In return he 

received many graces and one of which was 

given to him alone – that he might bring relief by 

the power of almighty God to all diseases of the 

throat After Mass on Tuesday February 3rd, the 

priest will happily bless the throats of all those 

who desire such a blessing. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:  On Sunday 8th 

February in anticipation of the Feast of Our Lady 

of Lourdes and World Day of Prayer for the 

Sick, the Sacrament of the Sick will be adminis-

tered during the 10.30am Mass.  
 

CRIB OFFERINGS: As usual our Crib offer-

ings will go to the Catholic Children’s Society. If 

you wish to donate to this good cause please 

leave your offering in the round collection box 

near to the Crib  Alternatively you may donate 

on l in e  by  c l i c k in g  on  th i s  l i n k : 

www.cathchild.org.uk/donate 
 

CATECHISTS WANTED! For Children’s 

Liturgy of the Word.  Up until the pandemic, 

this was ably provided for in our Parish and I 

wish to thank those who dedicated themselves 

to this important ministry.  An attempt was 

made a couple of years ago to restart but for 

various reasons never got off the ground.  It is 

such a blessing to see so many children at Mass 

and as a Parish we have to make a provision for 

them.  May I propose that those interested in 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word come to a meet-

ing on Thursday 12th February at 7pm in 

our Parish Hall. 
 

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP THURSDAY 29 

JANUARY, FROM 19:30 

“My Year of Pilgrimage”  Join us to hear about 

three pilgrim journeys undertaken during the 

Holy Year. Our very own Anita Tozzi took part 

in the National Pilgrimage, and Doreen and Lucy 

completed the Camino de Santiago - Doreen by 

bike, and Lucy on foot. We will discover about 

the history of pilgrimage and how pilgrimage has 

changed over the years. We look forward to 

seeing you - refreshments will be provided.  
 

THE EMBRACING AGE CLASSICAL MU-

SIC CONCERT takes place at St Stephen's 

Church on Friday 6th February. Entry is free and 

the concert starts at 8pm with doors opening at 

7.30pm. A bar and light refreshments will be 

available. Donations will be taken on the evening 

to raise vital funds for the Twickenham-based 

charity's work befriending local care home resi-

dents. Book your free tickets at https://

www.embracingage.org.uk/concert or call Sarah 

Waller on 020 3778 0035. 
 

EUCHARISTIC HEALING SERVICE led by 

Fr. Frankie Melgrew, Precentor of The Cathedral 

Church of St. John the Evangelist When:  

Thursday 29th January 2026 at 7:00 p.m. 

Venue: St. Barnabas Catholic Church  

28 Vine Road, Molesey, East Molesey KT8 

9LF.  
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Please RSVP to Lalana.pang@gmail.com or 

johngerard@talktalk.net or stbarnabaseast-

molesey@btconnect.com  If you have no 

email, please text 07903-719-336 or 07949-

653-703 
 

JOHN TRAYNOR,  a British WWI veteran, 

was officially recognised by the Church in De-

cember 2024 for his miraculous healing at 

Lourdes. Dr Kieran Moriarty, who served on 

the commission that examined the case, will 

give a talk on this extraordinary story at West-

minster Cathedral Hall on Saturday, 7th 

February at 11:30am (doors open 

11:00am). Tickets are available here: https://

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dr-kieranmoriartys-

talk-on-lourdes-71st-miracle-john-jacktraynor-

tickets-1976728613495 On the same day at 

2:00pm, Mass in honour of Our Lady of 

Lourdes with anointing of the sick will 

be celebrated at Westminster Cathe-

dral, this is expected to be one of Cardinal 

Vincent’s final Masses before retirement. 
 

MASS FOR THE SICK  This annual event 

will take place on Saturday 7th February at 

2pm. Please can you let Fr Philip or the Office 

know if you would like to attend this Mass (in 

writing through the Presbytery letter-box or 

by email to: hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk, 

by telephone or by visiting the Office). It is a 

ticketed event and will book up quickly. When 

advising that you would like to attend, please 

confirm: the number of tickets required, the 

names of those attending and which of the 

following tickets would be applicable:  

- Wheelchair users who require anointing  

- Walking sick who require anointing  

- Those assisting the sick who do not require 

anointing.  
 

SOME CATHOLIC RESOURCES 

ONLINE  Parishioners looking to deepen 

their faith online may enjoy exploring a few 

trusted Catholic resources. Fr Mike Schmitz 

continues to inspire many through his work 

with Ascension (https://ascensionpress.com) 

and through his homilies at Bulldog Catholic 

(bulldogcatholic.org). The Sycamore pro-

gramme (https://www.sycamore.fm) offers an 

inviting, discussion based way to explore the 

Christian faith in community. And for some-

thing fresh, “the new kid on the block” is Fr 

Apricot, whose reflective and good humoured 

writing can be found at https://

fatherapricot.com 
 

SPONSORING THE BLESSED SACRA-

MENT LAMP is a kindness for a departed loved 

one or a particular intention during a special week 

in the year. There are weeks available going for-

ward. The suggested donation is £10.00 for the 

whole week. Please contact Stephanie in the Par-

ish Office or speak to Fr Philip for availability.  
 

MASS INTENTIONS:  When emailing a re-

quest please make sure you send the request 

to hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk rather 

than Fr Philip’s personal email. 
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY  

SOUTH KOREA 2027 

Westminster Diocese is organising a group to 

go to the World Youth Day next year in South 

Korea. Each parish is being invited to think 

about nominating one parishioner to go, who 

will be over 18 by next summer. Given the 

distance and the level of transport and accom-

modation costs, it is estimated that the total 

cost will be around £3000. Our parish would 

be in a position to give a little to help support 

someone and of course encourage any fund-

raising activities to help raise funds. More in-

formation about the World Youth Day can be 

found here www.youtube.com/dowym . Please 

see Fr Philip to register interest. 
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Westminster Diocese Registered Charity No. 233699.   www.rcdow.org.uk           
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS CLOSE TO OUR PARISH:  PRIMARY SCHOOLS:   St James School is our designated Parish 

School:  St James, Twickenham:  https://www.st-james.richmond.sch.uk/  Mr. Beatty.  Sacred Heart, Teddington: 

https://www.sacredheartteddington.co.uk/  Mrs B Green.  St Ignatius, Sunbury: https://www.st-ignatius.surrey.sch.uk/  

Mrs Murphy.    SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN OUR DEANARY:  St Richard Reynolds Twickenham, Mr R Burke  

www.strichardreynolds.org.uk   St Paul’s Sunbury, Mr J.  McNulty.  www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk/ 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/ CONFESSIONS  Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm or by appointment. 
BAPTISMS  Please initially speak to Fr Philip after Sunday Mass. Adults wishing to enquire about the Catholic Faith 

should also speak to Fr Philip. 
WEDDINGS  For those couples wishing to get married here or elsewhere, it is important that you notify Fr Philip 
at least 6 months before your wedding date. 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK  On request. If you are about to undergo surgery or treatment, please do to  

hesitate to ask Fr Philip. If you are admitted to Hospital, please indicate that your details are to be passed to the 
R.C. Chaplain and that you would like the R.C. Chaplain to visit. 
 

IF ANY ONE IS IN DANGER OF DEATH PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO CALL  
FR PHILIP - 020 8979 3596 OR A NEIGHBOURING PARISH 

JANUARY IS THE MONTH OF THE HOLY NAME OF JE SUS 

 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION FOR 

THE NEWSLETTER should be re-

ceived by the Parish Office in 

writing using the email address 

hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk 

no later than 10am on  

Wednesday mornings.   

LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 

 
Our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV 

and join him in praying during the 

month of January that  praying 

with the Word of God be 

nourishment for our lives and 

a source of hope in our com-

munities, helping us to build a 

more fraternal and missionary 

Church. For Cardinal Vincent 

Nichols, Archbishop-Elect Richard 

Moth, Bishop Jim Curry and all our 

Bishops.  For Peace on Earth; 

Openness to the Word of God; 

Christian Unity; The Sick and 

Those Who Care for Them; Victims 

of Trafficking and Those who 

Work to Combat it; The Unem-

ployed. For all in our Parish family, 

those who are sick or housebound and those who care for them; those away from home, in Education, 

working away, on active service, or in Prison; for Peace in our World and in our neighbourhoods, for an end 

to the conflict in Ukraine and for peace in the Middle East and other parts of the world at variance. For 

Priests and Deacons, Vocations to the Priesthood and the Religious life.  For our Schools and other Christian 

communities in our Parish. For His Majesty the King and all who govern in his name. For our beloved dead: 

all those who have died recently especially Shirley Leggett, Bao Thai Tran and those who have no one to pray 

for them. 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
17th & 18th January 2026:   Envelopes:  £156.82 Loose:  £241.26  
Contactless:  £69.00 (-£1.14 in Fees).  Total:  £465.94 
Standing Orders for December:    £2281.75 
HSBC BANK ACCOUNT NAME:  WRCDT Hampton on Thames 
Sort Code: 40-05-20 Account: 11308270 
As a reference, please use your Surname, First name and an indica-
tion of what the donation is for (Offertory, Baptism etc)..   
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

JANUARY (2) 

Anniversaries: 

Sr. Ann Browne 

Monsignor Peter Diem 

Mary Gidley-Sullivan 

Brian Gannon 

Jack McCreesh 

Sr M Conleth 

June Smerin 

George Hedger 

Jo Taylor 

Don Ranger 

Michael Francis  

Gerald O’Brien 

Helen Emmett 

Bishop Pat O’Donoghue 

Bishop Gerald Mahon MHM 

Michael Watson 

 

 May they Rest in Peace 
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