
WELCOME TO ST THEODORE’S!  If you are new, or if you happen to be visiting, or you are a returning Catholic 

after some time away, you are very welcome. It’s good to have you with us.  Please take this Newsletter home with 

you.  You may wish to share it with family and friends.  This newsletter can also be found via our website.   

CONTACT DETAILS  
110 Station Road, Hampton Middlesex TW12 2AS    Telephone: 020 89793596 

Website:    https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hamptononthames/ 

INSTAGRAM :https://www.instagram.com/sttheoshampton/ 

Parish E-Mail Address    hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Philip Baptiste            philipbaptiste@rcdow.org.uk 

Deacons: Revd. Dr Duncan Macpherson KC*HS  and Revd. Jim McLean 

Parish Administrator:  Stephanie Mackay  hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk 

Hall Bookings: Kathleen Wren   0208 9410444  

Parish Safeguarding Rep:  Awaiting appointment safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

S A I N T T H EODORE  O F  C A NT E RB UR Y  

H A M P T O N  O N  T H A ME S  

S u nd ay  M a rc h  1 5 t h 2 02 6  

F O U R T H  S UN D A Y  O F  L E N T  

MASSES THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday 15   FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 Lætare Sunday 
6.00pm May Savage Ints 
8.30 am For all the People of the Parish 

10.30 am Margaret Tobback RIP 
 
Monday 16 Lenten Feria 

 NO MASS 
 
Tuesday 17 ST PATRICK 

9.30 am Douglas & Ann Johnson RIP 
 
Wednesday 18 Lenten Feria 

9.30 am  Ralph & Edna RIP 
 
Thursday 19 SAINT JOSEPH 
9.30am  Shirley Leggett RIP 

 
Friday 20 Lenten Feria 
9.30 am Jane Thompson Ints 

 
Saturday 21 Lenten Feria 
6.00 pm Jean Sweeney RIP 

 
Sunday 22 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
8.30 am David Burgess RIP 

10.30 am For all the People of the Parish 

 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp this week is for  

 

SUNDAY THOUGHT 

When we get to Easter, there are two sym-

bols of the resurrection that we use in 

Church: fire and light (the Easter Candle) 

and water (the Font). Last week we reflect-

ed on water, and this week there are pas-

sages all about light – true light, that defeats 

the blindness of sin. Again, this would have 

been offered to those preparing for Bap-

tism, but speaks to all of us who have been 

baptised, inviting us to be renewed in the 

light of Christ at Easter. Remember that one 

of the oldest titles of the newly baptised 

was “neophyte”, which means “newly en-

lightened”. There is a subtle link between 

the readings on this Sunday: in the first 

reading, David is anointed, and the Spirit of 

the Lord seizes on him. This anointing lights 

him along the right path - ‘no evil would I 

fear’ as the Psalm says. Then Paul tells us 

more about this light: it is Christ shining on 

us, calling us to live as children of light. All 

this is summed up in the Gospel, the mar-

vellous story of the healing (by being 

‘anointed’ with spittle) of the man born 

blind. Jesus is the light of the world  

Credit: Salford Liturgy 
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THE HOLY SEASON OF LENT  Every 

Thursday there will be a Lenten discussion group 

in the Hall.  We will be using the material given 

to us by Sycamore.  The evening will begin at 

7pm and end at 8.30pm.  Everybody is most 

welcome, so please come! 

As usual, there will be Eucharistic Adoration 

on the Fridays of Lent at 6pm followed by 

Stations of the Cross at 7pm.   

 

At the heart of Lent 

we find prayer, fast-

ing, and almsgiving.  

This is also an integral 

part of our Parish 

Life. Parishes like us 

are supporting the 

Diocesan Lenten Appeal.  This funds evangelisa-

tion initiatives for young people, strengthens 

Catholic education, and supports marriage and 

family life. The appeal also assists Caritas food 

banks and improves accessibility within the 

Church, and ventures into imaginative projects 

such as enabling priests to learn British Sign 

Language.  We are encouraged to contribute as 

generously as we possibly can.  The Palm Sunday 

Second Collection will be destined to this ap-

peal. 

 

SO WHAT IS LÆTARE SUNDAY? Lætare 

(Latin for ‘Rejoice’) comes from our Mass en-

trance antiphon. It’s the Church’s way of giving us 

a “boost” as we prepare for the darkness of Holy 

Week and especially for Good Friday. We are 

being readied to experience the darkness, before 

the Resurrection light which awaits us on Easter 

Sunday. There is more to this Sunday than just 

wearing something rose or pink. 

 

MOTHERING SUNDAY is an ancient title 

given to this Sunday - midway through Lent. It is 

traditionally the day that the faithful would go to 

visit, to go a mothering, to the church of their 

Baptism. Nowadays this weekend is also used as 

an occasion to give thanks for our mothers, 

living and departed. We wish all our mothers a 

blessing on this day and we pray for the souls of 

our dear departed mothers, grandmothers and 

mother figures. 

 

ST PATRICK'S CELEBRATION SATUR-

DAY 21ST MARCH  Looking forward to seeing 

you on 21st March, wearing your green and bring-

ing your own drinks.  Tickets are now sold out. 

 

JULIA BUCKLEY RIP:  Earlier in the week 

Julia’s family informed us of her recent death.  

Many of us remember her very fondly.  She was 

involved in many aspects of our Parish life and 

would have many a tale to tell about the old 

Church as well as the present Church building.  

We extend to her family our prayerful condo-

lences at this time.  At present, her funeral de-

tails are being finalised.  May she Rest in Peace. 

 

ST THEODORE’S WOMEN’S FELLOW-

SHIP Our meeting in March will be on Friday 

27th March - Stations of the Cross. 

 

ANNUAL MASS OF THANKSGIVING 

FOR THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMO-

NY: WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL, SAT-

URDAY 23RD MAY 2026 AT 2:30PM  The 

Archbishop is inviting to this Mass all couples in 

the Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 

25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every 

year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic 

marriage in 2026. If you are celebrating an anni-

versary, please give your parish clergy the fol-

lowing details: husband and wife’s names, wed-

ding date, full postal address and contact email 

(or telephone number, if no email) 

 

CALLING ALL HELPING HANDS! JOIN US 

ON SATURDAY 28TH MARCH  for a Parish 

Grounds Maintenance day from 9.30 - 11.30 

am. Bring your own tools (trowels, shovels, seca-

teurs, hedge trimmers, strimmers etc) and lend a 

hand to keep St Theodore’s looking beautiful and 

ready for Holy Week. Refreshments will be pro-

vided, along with good company and plenty of 

fresh air. Let’s make a difference together!  

 

WESTMINSTER DIOCESAN PILGRIM-

AGE TO LOURDES 17TH – 24TH JULY 2026 

Registration is now open at https://

pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/registration-form/ or 

via the Pilgrimage Office on 0207 798 9173. If 

you would like to sponsor or fundraise for an 

Assisted Pilgrim, member of the medical team or 
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volunteer then please also contact the Pilgrim-

age Office for further details. 

 

CAN YOU HELP? We are looking for a 

volunteer to keep our church nice and clean. 

Could you spare just over an hour every 11th 

week to keep our church welcoming. The 

work is light, all equipment supplied and we 

work in a team of 2.  For more information 

please contact Fr Philip or the Parish Office. 

 

STABAT MATER CONCERT  As part of a 

Lenten devotion, on Wednesday 18 March 

at 6.45pm in Westminster Cathedral, 

the Cathedral Choir and the Britten Sinfonia 

will perform a concert of reflection on the 

ancient Marian hymn, contemplating the sor-

row of the Blessed Virgin Mary at the foot of 

the Cross. Westminster Cathedral is offering 

an opportunity to buy tickets at a discount of 

50%. Discounted tickets are available in Sec-

tions A, B and N at the following link: https://

w w w . t i c k e t m a s t e r . c o . u k /

event/1F00638BCD835BA6?did=50off Pass-

word: WCSBDO. The performance will begin 

with Sir James MacMillan in conversation with 

Fr Patrick van der Vorst, our Precentor and 

Founder of Christian Art website. 

 

FLOWERS:  Today there will be a second 

collection for Easter Flowers.  In addition to 

this, there is an ancient tradition that associ-

ates lilies with the resurrection of Christ and 

our hope in eternal life. 

This Easter, we invite you to sponsor a lily in 

memory of a departed loved one by placing £5 

and the name of the person in an envelope and 

posting it through the Presbytery letterbox, 

leaving it in the flower collection or handing it 

directly to Fr Philip. The lilies will be used to 

decorate the Church this Easter and during 

Eastertide, a Mass will be offered for the re-

pose of the souls of the loved ones mentioned.  

Their names will also be displayed in the 

Church during the month of April. 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD:  

A huge thank you to those who stayed behind 

after Mass last Sunday.  Once the DBS process 

is complete, we hope to be up and running.  

Do watch this space! 

UK PRAYS: are saying a silent rosary of repa-

ration during Evensong at 3.30pm on Sunday 

March 22nd in the Chapel Royal at Hampton 

Court Palace. Please join us to place the UK 

under the protection of Our Lady. All are 

welcome. For free entry go to the Security 

office to be escorted in. We are grateful to the 

chaplain for his warm welcome. See link for 

transport and parkinghttps://www.hrp.org.uk/

hampton-court-palace/visit/getting-here/  
 
ROSARY, DIVINE MERCY AND ADO-

RATION: Easter Sunday April 5th at the Sons 

Of Divine Providence , with prayers of repara-

tion for abortion, and for personal intentions. 

The nearest station is Hampton Wick, buses 

281 &285, Parking is free in nearby streets.  
 

ST PATRICK AND ST JOSEPH:  Their 

feasts occur this week on Tuesday and on 

Thursday respectively; something 

of a little reprieve during Lent.   

 

St Patrick reminds us of the 

importance of spreading the 

Good News of the Lord Jesus 

and that each one of us is called 

to practice forgiveness and mer-

cy.   

 

St Joseph, the Foster 

Father of the Lord Jesus, 

reminds us to be people 

of honour and justice.  

He is the Patron of the 

Universal Church.  His 

Feast, often forgotten, is 

worthy of great celebra-

tion.  In some countries it 

is Father’s Day.  In Italy there exists a custom 

of cooking special doughnuts to celebrate his 

Feast.  Maybe instead of cooking doughnuts (it 

makes such a mess in the kitchen) we could 

buy some and share them 

- making sure that Dad 

gets first choice!   

In short, celebrate St 

Joseph’s Day and give 

Dad a doughnut! 
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS CLOSE TO OUR PARISH:  PRIMARY SCHOOLS:   St James School is our designated Parish 

School:  St James, Twickenham:  https://www.st-james.richmond.sch.uk/  Mr. Beatty.  Sacred Heart, Teddington: 

https://www.sacredheartteddington.co.uk/  Mrs B Green.  St Ignatius, Sunbury: https://www.st-ignatius.surrey.sch.uk/  

Mrs Murphy.    SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN OUR DEANARY:  St Richard Reynolds Twickenham, Mr R Burke  

www.strichardreynolds.org.uk   St Paul’s Sunbury, Mr J.  McNulty.  www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk/ 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/ CONFESSIONS  Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm or by appointment. 

BAPTISMS  Please initially speak to Fr Philip after Sunday Mass. Adults wishing to enquire about the Catholic 

Faith should also speak to Fr Philip. 

WEDDINGS  For those couples wishing to get married here or elsewhere, it is important that you notify Fr 

Philip at least 6 months before your wedding date. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  On request. If you are about to undergo surgery or treatment, please do to  

hesitate to ask Fr Philip. If you are admitted to Hospital, please indicate that your details are to be passed to the 

R.C. Chaplain and that you would like the R.C. Chaplain to visit. 

 

IF ANY ONE IS IN DANGER OF DEATH PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO CALL  

FR PHILIP - 020 8979 3596 OR A NEIGHBOURING PARISH 

MARCH IS THE MONTH OF ST JOSEPH 

 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION FOR 

THE NEWSLETTER should be re-

ceived by the Parish Office in 

writing using the email address 

hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk 

no later than 10am on  

Wednesday mornings.   

LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 

 
Our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV and join him 
in praying during the month of March that   

nations move toward effective disarmament, 
particularly nuclear disarmament, and that 

world leaders choose the path of dialogue 
and diplomacy instead of violence   For 

Archbishop Richard Moth, Bishop Jim Curry 
and all our Bishops.  Remembering in a 

special way Cardinal Vincent.  For Peace on 
Earth; Candidates for the Sacrament, the 

Needy and Hungry of the World, for Wom-

en, Survivors of Sexual Abuse, Penitents and 
Wanderers. For all in our Parish family, 

those who are sick or housebound and those 
who care for them; those away from home, 

in Education, working away, on active ser-
vice, or in Prison; for Peace in our World and 

in our neighbourhoods, for an end to the 
conflict in Ukraine.  For Peace in the Middle 

East and other parts of the world at vari-
ance. For Priests and Deacons, Vocations to the Priesthood and the Religious life.  For our Schools and 

other Christian communities in our Parish. For His Majesty the King and all who govern in his name. 

For our beloved dead: all those who have died recently especially Julia Buckley, Jean Sweeney, Fr David 
Kelly, Sr Genevieve Clanchy and those who have no one to pray for them. 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
7th & 8th March 2026:  Envelopes:  £228.86 Loose:  £292.49 
Contactless:  £64.00 (-£1.08 in Fees).  Total:  £584.27 
Standing Orders for February:    £2286.00 
HSBC BANK ACCOUNT NAME:  WRCDT Hampton on Thames 
Sort Code: 40-05-20 Account: 11308270 
As a reference, please use your Surname, First name and an indica-
tion of what the donation is for (Offertory, Baptism etc)..   
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

MARCH (3)  

Anniversaries: 

 

Bernice Mari Hattam 

Paul Monaghan 

Alice Turner 

Ellen Shenton 

Leslie Flynn 

Kaye Gibson 

Gabriel Thesee 

Mary Skinner 

Patrick O’Malley 

Sheila Gibbs 

Iain McCrossan 

Marguerita Zaruba  
 

 

 

May they Rest in Peace 
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