
WELCOME TO ST THEODORE’S!  If you are new, or if you happen to be visiting, or you are a returning Catholic 

after some time away, you are very welcome. It’s good to have you with us.  Please take this Newsletter home with 

you.  You may wish to share it with family and friends.  This newsletter can also be found via our website.   

CONTACT DETAILS  
110 Station Road, Hampton Middlesex TW12 2AS    Telephone: 020 89793596 

Website:    https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hamptononthames/ 

INSTAGRAM :https://www.instagram.com/sttheoshampton/ 

Parish E-Mail Address    hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Philip Baptiste            philipbaptiste@rcdow.org.uk 

Deacons: Revd. Dr Duncan Macpherson KC*HS  and Revd. Jim McLean 

Parish Administrator:  Stephanie Mackay  hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk 

Hall Bookings: Kathleen Wren   0208 9410444  

Parish Safeguarding Rep:  Awaiting appointment safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

S A I N T T H EODORE  O F  C A NT E RB UR Y  

H A M P T O N  O N  T H A ME S  

S u nd ay  M a rc h  2 2 nd  2 0 26  

F I F T H S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T 

MASSES THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday 22   FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

6.00pm Jean Sweeney RIP 
8.30 am David Burgess RIP 
10.30 am For all the People of the Parish 

 
Monday 23 39th Anniversary of  

The Dedication St Theodore’s Church  

9.30 am For St Theodore’s Parish 
 
Tuesday 24 Lenten Feria (St Oscar Romero) 

9.30 am Shirley Leggett RIP 
 
Wednesday 25 THE ANNUNCIATION 

9.30 am  Bridgette Conway Int 
 
Thursday 26 Lenten Feria 
9.30am Jane Thompson Int 

 
Friday 27 Lenten Feria 
9.30 am Iain McCrossan RIP 

 
Saturday 28 Lenten Feria 
6.00 pm Noel Dowd RIP 

 
Sunday 29 PALM SUNDAY 
8.30 am For all the People of the Parish 

10.30 am Dorothea Blackwell RIP 

 

Blessed Sacrament Lamp this week is for  
Alan & Alice Mabbs 

SUNDAY THOUGHT 

The Gospel of the 

Fifth Sunday is perhaps 
the deepest meditation 

on the mystery of 
Baptism and member-
ship of the Church. It 

is a prelude to the 
events of Easter Sun-

day, when we cele-
brate the triumph of 

life over death. To be 
plunged into the wa-

ters of baptism is to be 
buried with Christ, 

only to rise with him 
from the waters. This 

paradox of life and 
death is the content of today’s readings. There is no 

more important part of our faith that the resurrection: 
that Christ rose from the dead is the very centre and 

heart of all that we believe - without it, our faith is use-
less. In the same way our belief in our own resurrection 

is vital: it is the most deeply needed gift that Christ gives 
us. This is why the climax of the instructions given to 

candidates for Baptism was this teaching: that Christ 
would give them life after death. Look ahead to the 3rd 

Sunday of Easter, where Saint Peter preaches to the 
crowds – what he teaches them is that life comes after 
death, as it did for Lazarus, and for Christ himself.  

 
Credit: Salford Liturgy 
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WELCOME as we continue on our pilgrim-

age through this Holy Season of Lent. It’s a 

season of fasting, praying and giving. As we 

prepare for the events of Holy Week and 

Easter, we are reminded that Lent is not just 

about what we give up. It’s about who we 

become! How is God calling you this Lent?  

 

THE VEILING OF IMAGES IN 

CHURCH: You will notice that the images 

and statues in the church are now veiled and 

will remain covered until the first Mass of 

Easter. This ancient custom expresses how 

Jesus hid himself (John 8:59) and also the 

Church’s sorrow in these final days of Lent 

and helps draw our attention more deeply to 

the Passion of Christ. The veils serve as a 

gentle reminder of how sin obscures our vi-

sion of God and of our need for reconciliation 

as we approach Holy Week.  

 

PALM SUNDAY:  Weather permitting, all 

of our Masses will begin with Procession of 

Palms - either from the Hall or the Grotto 

area 

THE HOLY SEASON OF LENT  Every 

Thursday there will be a Lenten discussion 

group in the Hall.  We will be using the mate-

rial given to us by Sycamore.  The evening will 

begin at 7pm and end at 8.30pm.  Everybody 

is most welcome, so please come! 

As usual, there will be Eucharistic Adora-

tion on the Fridays of Lent at 6pm fol-

lowed by Stations of the Cross at 7pm.   

 

At the heart of 

Lent we find pray-

er, fasting, and 

almsgiving. This is 

also an integral part 

of our Parish Life. 

Parishes like us are 

supporting the Diocesan Lenten Appeal. This 

funds evangelisation initiatives for young peo-

ple, strengthens Catholic education, and sup-

ports marriage and family life. The appeal also 

assists Caritas food banks and improves acces-

sibility within the Church, and ventures into 

imaginative projects such as enabling priests 

to learn British Sign Language. We are en-

couraged to contribute as generously as we 

possibly can. The Palm Sunday Second 

Collection next Sunday will be destined 

to this appeal.  

 

NO MASS ON MONDAY OF HOLY 

WEEK: Fr Philip will be attending the Funeral 

of a Religious Sister in Newport in Wales. 

 

ST THEODORE’S WOMEN’S FELLOW-

SHIP: Our meeting in March will be on Friday 

27th March - Stations of the Cross. 

 

ANNUAL MASS OF THANKSGIVING 

FOR THE SACRAMENT OF MATRI-

MONY: WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL, 

SATURDAY 23RD MAY 2026 AT 2:30PM  

The Archbishop is inviting to this Mass all 

couples in the Diocese, who are celebrating 

their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th 

(and every year over 60) wedding anniver-

sary of Catholic marriage in 2026. If you are 

celebrating an anniversary, please give your 



parish clergy the following details: husband 

and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal 

address and contact email (or telephone 

number, if no email) 

 

WESTMINSTER DIOCESAN PIL-

GRIMAGE TO LOURDES 17TH – 24TH 

JULY 2026: Registration is now open at 

https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/registration

-form/ or via the Pilgrimage Office on 0207 

798 9173. If you would like to sponsor or 

fundraise for an Assisted Pilgrim, member of 

the medical team or volunteer then please 

also contact the Pilgrimage Office for fur-

ther details. 

 

UK PRAYS: are saying a silent rosary of 

reparation during Evensong at 3.30pm on 

Sunday March 22nd in the Chapel Royal at 

Hampton Court Palace. Please join us to place 

the UK under the protection of Our Lady. 

All are welcome. For free entry go to the 

Security office to be escorted in. We are 

grateful to the chaplain for his warm wel-

come. See link for transport and 

parkinghttps://www.hrp.org.uk/ hampton-

court-palace/visit/getting-here/ 

 

ROSARY, DIVINE MERCY AND 

ADODRATION: Easter Sunday April 5th at 

the Sons Of Divine Providence , with prayers 

of reparation for abortion, and for personal 

intentions. The nearest station is Hampton 

Wick, buses 281 &285, Parking is free in 

nearby streets. 

 

EASTER LILIES:  

This Easter, we invite 

you to sponsor a lily 

in memory of a de-

parted loved one by 

placing £5 and the 

name of the person 

in an envelope and positing it through the 

Presbytery letterbox, leaving it in the flower 

collection or handing it directly to Fr Philip. 

The lilies will be used to decorate the 

Church this Easter and during Eastertide, a 

Mass will be offered for the repose of the 

souls of the loved ones mentioned.  Their 

names will also be displayed in the Church 

during the month of April. 

 

DEDICATION OF ST THEODORE’S 

CHURCH: On Sunday, March 22nd 1987 

Cardinal George Basil Hume dedicated our 

present Church of St Theodore’s. Normally, 

the anniversary of dedication is celebrated 

with a degree of solemnity; however since 

this year it falls on a Sunday in Lent, the 

Sunday Lenten liturgy takes precedence. 

This does not mean we cannot celebrate the 

Anniversary. The feast is transferred to 

Monday this year and to that end 

there will be a special Mass on Mon-

day morning for our Parish to cele-

brate the 39th Anniversary of the 

Dedication of our Church. This week-

end, and on Monday, the Consecration Can-

dles will be lit in 

our church. They 

number four and 

they recall the plac-

es where the late 

Cardinal Hume 

anointed the walls of our church. 

 

As you may deduce, next year will be the 

40th anniversary of our Church's dedication 

and so it will be appropriate that we mark 

the event. In addition to this, 2027 will mark 

the Centenary of the Foundation of our 

Parish. To celebrate these events, Archbish-

op Richard Moth will (God willing) be visit-

ing our parish on Sunday September 19th 

2027. The feast of St, Theodore Of Canter-

bury  Save the date! 
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS CLOSE TO OUR PARISH:  PRIMARY SCHOOLS:   St James School is our designated Parish 

School:  St James, Twickenham:  https://www.st-james.richmond.sch.uk/  Mr. Beatty.  Sacred Heart, Teddington: 

https://www.sacredheartteddington.co.uk/  Mrs B Green.  St Ignatius, Sunbury: https://www.st-ignatius.surrey.sch.uk/  

Mrs Murphy.    SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN OUR DEANARY:  St Richard Reynolds Twickenham, Mr R Burke  

www.strichardreynolds.org.uk   St Paul’s Sunbury, Mr J.  McNulty.  www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk/ 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/ CONFESSIONS  Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm or by appointment. 

BAPTISMS  Please initially speak to Fr Philip after Sunday Mass. Adults wishing to enquire about the Catholic 

Faith should also speak to Fr Philip. 

WEDDINGS  For those couples wishing to get married here or elsewhere, it is important that you notify Fr 

Philip at least 6 months before your wedding date. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  On request. If you are about to undergo surgery or treatment, please do to  

hesitate to ask Fr Philip. If you are admitted to Hospital, please indicate that your details are to be passed to the 

R.C. Chaplain and that you would like the R.C. Chaplain to visit. 

 

IF ANY ONE IS IN DANGER OF DEATH PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO CALL  

FR PHILIP - 020 8979 3596 OR A NEIGHBOURING PARISH 

MARCH IS THE MONTH OF ST JOSEPH 

 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION FOR 

THE NEWSLETTER should be re-

ceived by the Parish Office in 

writing using the email address 

hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk 

no later than 10am on  

Wednesday mornings.   

LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: 

 
Our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV and join him 
in praying during the month of March that   

nations move toward effective disarmament, 
particularly nuclear disarmament, and that 

world leaders choose the path of dialogue 
and diplomacy instead of violence   For 

Archbishop Richard Moth, Bishop Jim Curry 
and all our Bishops.  Remembering in a 

special way Cardinal Vincent.  For Peace on 
Earth; Candidates for the Sacrament, The 

Needy and Hungry of the World, for Wom-

en, Survivors of Sexual Abuse, Penitents and 
Wanderers. For all in our Parish family, 

those who are sick or housebound and those 
who care for them; those away from home, 

in Education, working away, on active ser-
vice, or in Prison; for Peace in our World and 

in our neighbourhoods, for an end to the 
conflict in Ukraine and for peace in the 

Middle East and other parts of the world at 
variance. For Priests and Deacons, Vocations to the Priesthood and the Religious life.  For our Schools 

and other Christian communities in our Parish. For His Majesty the King and all who govern in his 

name. For our beloved dead: all those who have died recently especially Fr David Kelly, Sr Genevieve 
Clanchy and those who have no one to pray for them. 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
21st & 22nd  2026:  Envelopes:  £252.00 Loose:  £354.48 Con-
tactless:  £40.00 (-£0.66 in Fees).  Total:  £645.82 
Standing Orders for February:    £2286.00 
HSBC BANK ACCOUNT NAME:  WRCDT Hampton on Thames 
Sort Code: 40-05-20 Account: 11308270 
As a reference, please use your Surname, First name and an indica-
tion of what the donation is for (Offertory, Baptism etc)..   
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

MARCH (3)  

Anniversaries: 

 

Bernice Mari Hattam 

Paul Monaghan 

Alice Turner 

Ellen Shenton 

Leslie Flynn 

Kaye Gibson 

Gabriel Thesee 

Mary Skinner 

Patrick O’Malley 

Sheila Gibbs 

Iain McCrossan 

Marguerita Zaruba  
 

 

May they Rest in Peace 
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