SAINT THEODORE OF CANTERBURY
HAMPTON ON THAMES
Sunday May 379 2026
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

WELCOME TO ST THEODORE’S! If you are new, or if you happen to be visiting, or you are a returning Catholic
after some time away, you are very welcome. It’s good to have you with us. Please take this Newsletter home with
you. You may wish to share it with family and friends. This newsletter can also be found via our website.

We ask God’s blessing on you and your loved ones this week and let us pray for each other.

MASSES THIS WEEK:

SUNDAY THOUGHT
Sunday 3 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER Easter joy is still very much in season and
8.30 pm In Thanksgiving (Nunes) this Sunday Jesus speaks words meant to
8.30 am For all the People of the Parish steady our hearts: “let not your hearts be
10.30 am Keith Orridge RIP troubled.” A timely message, then and now.
When Thomas asks for clearer directions
Monday 4 THE ENGLISH MARTYRS (something we can sympathise with), Jesus
NO MASS responds with reassuring simplicity: “l am
the way, the truth and the life.” No compli-
Tuesday 5 Easter Feria cated map, no spiritual jargon, just Jesus
9.30 am Julia Buckley RIP himself. Our first reading reminds us that
the early Church had to work things out as
Wednesday 6 Easter Feria they went along. Faith, it turns out, grows
*9 am* Shirley Leggett RIP MASS ON besz when prafer and practical caregwalk
WED & THUR hand in hand. Meanwhile, St Peter offers
Thursday 7 Easter Feria AT 9AM encouragement to anyone who feels a little
*9 am* Sadie Coffee RIP rough around the edges, reminding us that

God delights in building something strong
and beautiful from living stones, ordinary
people with open hearts. Where in your
life, right now, do you most need to trust
Christ as “the way,” and what small step
might he be inviting you to take this week?
Hold fast to the Risen Lord. Easter is not a
Sunday 10 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER quick celebrat'ion but a steady journey as

WHITE SUNDAY the. Lord contlr?ues to lead us forward with
patience, promise, and hope. Happy Sunday
- Happy Easter!

Friday 8 Easter Feria
9.30 am Pope Leo’s Intentions

Saturday 9 Easter Feria
*11.30 am* First Holy Communion Mass
6.00 pm Ann Macpherson RIP

8.30 am Beata’s Intentions

10.30 am For the People of the Parish
Fr SR

Blessed Sacrament Lamp this week is for Edna and Ralph RIP

Resources for Children
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The Kids* Bulletin — A fun way for
Catholic kids to learn about the Faith
every week.
thekidsbulletin.com
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CONTACT DETAILS

110 Station Road, Hampton Middlesex TW12 2AS Telephone: 020 89793596
Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hamptononthames/

INSTAGRAM: https://www.instagram.com/sttheoshampton/

Parish E-Mail Address hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Priest: Fr. Philip Baptiste philipbaptiste@rcdow.org.uk
Deacons: Revd. Dr Duncan Macpherson KC*HS and Revd. Jim McLean

Parish Administrator: Stephanie Mackay hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk
Hall Bookings: Kathleen Wren 0208 9410444

Parish Safeguarding Rep: Awaiting appointment safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk
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PRIEST TRAINING FUND: Last week we
heard the Pastoral Letter from Archbishop
Richard inviting us to pray for and encourage
Priestly Vocations. As we continue to do
this, there will also be an opportunity this
weekend to contribute to the Priest Training
Fund if you have not already done so. The
education of future Priests is surprisingly
costly. We often talk about investing for the
future, this too is a way in which we can pro-
vide for the Church of tomorrow in a spiritu-
al and temporal way. St John Paul Il used to
say that Seminarians were the apple of the
Bishop’s eye referring, of course, to Psalm
17:8. Likewise, Archbishop Richard has to
look after his Seminarians as if they were the
apple of his eye. This fund enables him to do
this and furthermore he is most grateful for
your loving contributions.
A bucket is available at the back of the church
for envelopes and cash or you can donate by
scanning/clicking on the QR code below.
Diocese of Westminster E;'E*LEE
PRIEST TRAINING FUND 45

Registered charity no. 233699 E

WEEKLY ROSARY AND HOLY HOUR
FOR VOCATIONS TO THE PRIEST-
HOOD In response to Archbishop Richard’s
request, inviting us to pray for Vocations,
every Friday at 6pm there will be Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament with Rosary and
Benediction between Good Shepherd Sunday
(this week) and Pentecost. Archbishop Rich-
ard has asked us that each week we pray for a
particular intention: Week One: We will pray
for men to be open to God's call to the priest-
hood. Week Two: We will pray for those current-
ly discerning the priesthood. Week Three: We
will pray for seminarians in their formation.
Week Four: We will pray for Parish Priests and
all clergy serving in our Diocese. Please come
along this Friday to our Church at 6pm. If
you are not able to, please unite yourself and
remember these intentions in your daily pray-
ers.

MRS HELEN HAYES: It is with much sad-
ness that we announce the untimely death of
Mrs Helen Hayes, a much loved and respected
teacher at St James Catholic Primary School
for 27 years. She was a wonderful Wife and
Mother and her kindness and devotion
touched the lives of so many, particularly past
and present pupils, colleagues and families
from our Parish. Helen was a teacher that
truly nurtured. She will be greatly missed and
fondly remembered. Her Funeral Mass will
take place Wednesday May 13* in St
Francis de Sales Church, Hampton Hill
at 2.30pm followed by committal. May she
Rest in Peace.

CATHOLIC HISTORY WALKS: Sunday
May 17% - a Pilgrim Walk to Tyburn. Come
and honour the memory of the martyrs who
died at London's grim execution site in the
16 and 17 centuries. Meet 1.30pm church-
yard of St Giles-in-the-Fields. Nearest tube:
Tottenham Court Road
www.catholichistorywalks.com Each walk
takes approximately one and a half to two
hours, but of course you can leave at any
time. We suggest a donation of £5.00

EASTER HOLY WATER: This water was
blessed at the Easter Vigil and is available from
the Holy Water dispenser near the font. Simply
bring an empty bottle from home and will it up
with Holy Water. Using it reminds us of God’s
presence and of the truth that, through Bap-
tism, each of us is a child of God for all eterni-
ty. Holy Water brings a blessing to our homes
and offers spiritual protection from evil. We
can dip our hand into it and
make the Sign of the Cross
when leaving or returning home,
or before going to bed as we
say our night prayers. In these
simple gestures, we renew our
faith and place ourselves again y
under God’s loving care. Fr W
Philip hopes that the container

will be nearly empty by Pentecost. Please also
ensure that you close off the tap after use
(pull up) If you are struggling - just ask.
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GIFT _AID: Now that we have entered a
new Tax year, may we once again remind
you that if you are a Gift Aider and are no
longer paying tax, it is of the utmost
importance that you inform the office of
this in_writing as soon as possible.
We do not want anybody getting surprise
bills from HMRC. Please contact the Par-
ish Office if you have any questions. As
always, we are very grateful for your dona-
tions. This not only maintains the fabric of
the Church’s buildings and property, but
also helps the mission of the Church.
There are many ways in which you can
donate. People often ask which is the
best. It’s a little bit of an awkward ques-
tion but there is an answer! Standing Or-
ders. The donation is easily recordable for
accounting purposes and, similar to cash,
what you donate is what we receive.
There are other ways in which you can
give, however whichever was you choose
to give, your gift is most gratefully re-
ceived. Thank you. God Bless you.

LOOKING AHEAD: On Saturday May 9%,
our First Holy Communion will take place
at St Theodore’s. On Wednesday May
13", our youngsters will be Confirmed by
Bishop Jim Curry at Shepperton. Please
remember these children and youngsters
and their families in your prayers.

OPEN GARDEN: Once again, Jay and
Edward Sparrow invite us to enjoy their
wonderful garden and look forward to
welcoming us on Sunday, May 31 from
2pm at 35 Wolsey Road, East Molesey.
Proceeds will go to local charities, namely
The Mulberry Centre and the Purple
Elephant Project. All are welcome.

AS WE LOOK FORWARD TO FIRST
HOLY COMMUNION in the Parish and as
the Children learn how to receive Holy
Communion, maybe it is a moment for us
all to stop and remember that: Holy Com-
munion can be received by Catholics at

Mass either on the tongue or in the hand
and you may kneel or stand to receive. If
you are receiving in the hand, please make
sure your hands are clean and are a safe
place to receive the Body of Christ. One
hand firmly under the other, to make a
throne, and hands raised up, near to the
priest, will avoid the risk of dropping the
Host. When receiving Holy Communion,
we are not receiving a symbol of Jesus but
the Body of Christ in Sacramental form.
This is why receiving Holy Communion is
both a beautiful and holy moment with the
Lord himself. If you are not a Catholic, or
you are a Catholic who does not receive
Holy Communion, you are very welcome
to come forward for a blessing instead -
just place your hands across your chest

A Hymn to Our Lady for May:

Bring Flowers of the rarest,
Bring blossoms the fairest,
From garden and woodland and hillside and dale;
Our full hearts are swelling,
Our glad voices telling

The praise of the loveliest flower of the vale.

O Mary we crown thee with blossoms today,
Queen of the Angels and Queen of the May (2)

Their lady they name thee;
Their mistress proclaim thee,.
Oh, grant that thy children on earth be as true
As long as the bowers
Are radiant with flowers
As long as the azure shall keep its bright hue.

Sing gaily in chorus,

The bright angels o’er us
Re-echo the strains we begin upon earth;
Their harps are repeating
The notes of our greeting,

For Mary herself is the cause of our mirth.
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MAY IS THE MONTH OF MARY

LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS:

Our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV
and join him in praying during the
month of May that everyone, from large
producers to small consumers, be
committed to avoid wasting food, and to
ensure that everyone has access to
quality food. We Pray for Archbish-
op Richard Moth and join him in
praying for those currently dis-
cerning the priesthood, Bishop [im
Curry and all our Bishops. Remember-
ing in a special way Cardinal Vincent.
For Peace on Earth; new members of
the Church, vocations, all workers, that
all may use correctly the Media, and the
Church. For all in our Parish family,
those who are sick or housebound and
those who care for them; those away
from home, in Education, working away,
on active service, or in Prison; for Peace
in our World and in our neighbour-
hoods, for an end to the conflict in Ukraine and for peace in the Middle East and other parts of the world at variance. For
Priests and Deacons, Vocations to the Priesthood and the Religious life. For our children and young people prepar-
ing for their Confirmation and First Holy Communion. For our Schools and other Christian communities in our

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia.
For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia.
Has risen, as he said, alleluia.
Pray for us to God, alleluia.

alle- lG-ia:

O-ra pro no-bis De- um, alle-lG- ia.

May (1)
Anniversaries:
Dan O’Connell
Christina Zurieta
Tom Corbett
Robin Armstrong
Eileen Andrew
Alfred Edgar Schooner
Harold Hobday
Graeme Newman
Desmond O’Connell
Stefan Hudak
Ann Macpherson
Mary Clancy-Philpot
John Nolan
Helen Sullivan

Michael Joseph Howston

Monica Lawrence
Ronald Tucker
Maria MacNamara

Jean Marie Monaghan

Helen Kelleher

Parish. For His Majesty the King and all who govern in his name. For our beloved dead: all those who have died recently
especially Helen Hayes, Neil McNair and those who have no one to pray for them.
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OFFERTORY COLLECTION 4 ™\
25™ & 26™ April 2026: Envelopes: £230.50 Loose: £207.84 ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION FOR
Contactless: £85.00 (-£1.41 in Fees). Total: £521.93 THE NEWSLETTER should be re-
Standing Orders for March:  £2296.62 ceived by the Parish Office in
HSBC BANK ACCOUNT NAME: WRCDT Hampton on Thames writing using the email address
Sort Code: 40-05-20 Account: 11308270 hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk
As a reference, please use your Surname, First name and an indica- no later than 10am on
tion of what the donation is for (Offertory, Baptism etc). Wednesday mornings.

. J

May they Rest in Peace

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

- J

CATHOLIC ScHOOLS CLOSE TO OUR PARISH: PRIMARY SCHOOLS: St James School is our designated Parish
School: St James, Twickenham: https://www.st-james.richmond.sch.uk/ Mr. Beatty. Sacred Heart, Teddington:
https://www.sacredheartteddington.co.uk/ Mrs B Green. St Ignatius, Sunbury: https://www.st-ignatius.surrey.sch.uk/
Mrs Murphy. SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN OUR DEANARY: St Richard Reynolds Twickenham, Mr R Burke
wwwe strichardreynolds.org.uk St Paul’s Sunbury, Mr J. McNulty. www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk/

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/ CONFESSIONS Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm or by appointment.

BAPTISMS Please initially speak to Fr Philip after Sunday Mass. Adults wishing to enquire about the Catholic Faith should also
speak to Fr Philip.

WEDDINGS For those couples wishing to get married here or elsewhere, it is important that you notify Fr Philip at least 6
months before your wedding date.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK On request. If you are about to undergo surgery or treatment, please do not hesitate to ask Fr
Philip for this Sacrament. If you are admitted to Hospital, please indicate that your details are to be passed to the R.C. Chaplain
and that you would like the R.C. Chaplain to visit.

IF ANY ONE IS IN DANGER OF DEATH PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO CALL
FR PHILIP - 020 8979 3596 OR A NEIGHBOURING PARISH

Westminster Diocese Registered Charity No. 233699. www.rcdow.org.uk

In the newsletter no copyright infringement is intended
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