SAINT THEODORE OF CANTERBURY
HAMPTON ON THAMES
Sunday May 10" 2026
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

WELCOME TO ST THEODORE’S! If you are new, or if you happen to be visiting, or you are a returning
Catholic after some time away, you are very welcome. It’s good to have you with us. Please take this Newsletter
home with you. You may wish to share it with family and friends. This newsletter can also be found via our website.

We ask God’s blessing on you and your loved ones this week and let us pray for each other.

MASSES THIS WEEK: SUNDAY THOUGHT
Sunday 10 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER Although Easter Sunday now lies a few weeks
6.00 pm Ann Macpherson RIP behind us, we are still very much living in the joy
8.30 am Beata’s Intentions and light of the Easter Season (Eastertide). The
10.30 am For the People of the Parish great proclamation continues to echo through
. our worship and our lives: Jesus Christ is risen!
Monday 11 Easter Feria And because we are baptised into him, that
NO MASS risen life is now our own. Easter is not a single
day, but a living reality that continues to unfold
;I'.l;gs;::y 12 ?rt I;:vril;rlzeslly week by week. In today’s readings, a new and

Wednesday |3 Easter Feria

exciting dimension of the Easter story comes
into focus. The work of Easter is only complete
when the Risen Lord returns to the Father and

9-30 am Easter Lily Donors sends the gift he promised, the Holy Spirit. As

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION the Gospel makes clear, we now begin a time of

Thursday 14 THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD looking forward with hope and expectation to

9.30 am For the People of the Parish the coming of that Spirit of truth, who sets

7.30 pm Helen Hayes RIP Christ’s followers apart and shapes us as God’s

holy people. This is no quiet or passive Spirit.

Friday 15 Easter Feria This is the Spirit of power and life, flowing

NO MASS through the Church and enlivening its mission.

The Holy Spirit strengthens us to proclaim Jesus

Saturday 16 Easter Feria not just with words, but by allowing him to

6.00 pm Shirley Leggett RIP dwell in our hearts and be seen in our lives.

Encouraged by that Spirit, we are sent out to

Sunday 17 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER live faithfully and joyfully in the midst of a ques-

8.30 am Neil McNair RIP tioning and doubting world - bearing confident
10.30 am Chris Parry RIP witness to the Risen Christ. Alleluia!

Blessed Sacrament Lamp this week is for Jewish People
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FIRST
HOLY COMMUNION CHILDREN: who
received their First Holy Com-
» munion yesterday (Saturday 9%).
A huge thank you goes to our
wonderful Catechists - Mrs
Etchells, Mrs Russell, Mrs Robin-
son and Mrs Breslin. Thank you
to our parents, the first educa-
tors of their children in the
Faith, for bringing them to this important
Sacrament. As always, the Church looks mag-
nificent and this is down to Kathleen and her
happy team of flower ladies, to whom we are
most grateful. Thank you also to those who
cleaned the Church. This makes the space so
welcoming. Our thanks go to Anita and all
those involved in the Music ministry for add-
ing to the dignity of the occasion. Thanks go
to the group of parents of last year’s First
Holy Communion group who have prepared
the White Sunday party after the 10.30am
Mass. Thanks also go to Vicky who keeps the
Hall beautifully which enables the smooth
running of this event and many others.

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD: is this
coming Thursday, 14th May and is a Holy
Day for Catholics. The Ascension of Jesus
into heaven is not just a feast that happens to
fall in Eastertide: it is an integral part of the
Easter mystery. Remember the Lord’s words
at the Last Supper: ”I am going to prepare a
place for you, and after | have gone and pre-
pared you a place, | shall return to take you
with me. ” Jesus does not open the way to us
just by rising from the dead: he has to return
to the Father. Ascension is a feast of hope: it
is our hope that the Lord will return to us, as
he went. Our hope is that he will take us with
him, when our bodies are raised as his was.
Our hope is that we will take our place in
heaven, where Jesus the Lord sits, at the
Father's right hand. It is a2 Holy day of Obliga-
tion and therefore the proper thing to do,
even if it is inconvenient, is to attend Holy
Mass. Please do your very best to attend
Mass on this Holy Day. Our Mass times are
9.30am & 7.30pm. A Catholic church near

your work, college or even a church in our
Deanery may offer Mass at a better time for
you.

PRIEST TRAINING FUND: Thank you
for your support and most generous dona-
tions. As a Parish we have raised £693.61

WEEKLY ROSARY AND HOLY HOUR
FOR VOCATIONS TO THE PRIEST-
HOOD In response to Archbishop Richard’s
request, inviting us to pray for Vocations,
every Friday at 6pm there will be Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament with Rosary and
Benediction between Good Shepherd Sunday
(this week) and Pentecost. Archbishop Rich-
ard has asked us that each week we pray for a
particular intention: Week One: We will pray
for men to be open to God's call to the priest-
hood. Week Two: We will pray for those current-
ly discerning the priesthood. Week Three: We
will pray for seminarians in their formation.
Week Four: We will pray for Parish Priests and
all clergy serving in our Diocese. Please come
along this Friday to our Church at 6pm. If
you are not able to, please unite yourself and
remember these intentions in your daily pray-
ers.

CONFIRMATION: This coming Wednesday
10 young people from our Parish will be Con-
firmed by Bishop Jim Curry at St John Fisher's
Church, Shepperton.

Please remember them in your prayers and
please do feel free to come to the Confirma-
tion Mass at Shepperton on Wednesday even-
ing at 7pm. (15 Wood Road, Shepperton.
TW17 0DH)

MRS HELEN HAYES: It is with much sad-
ness that we announce the untimely death of
Mrs Helen Hayes, a much loved and respected
teacher at St James Catholic Primary School
for 27 years. She was a wonderful Wife and
Mother and her kindness and devotion
touched the lives of so many, particularly past
and present pupils, colleagues and families
from our Parish. Helen was a teacher that
truly nurtured. She will be greatly missed and




fondly remembered. Her Funeral Mass
will take place Wednesday May 13% in
St Francis de Sales Church, Hampton
Hill at 2.30pm followed by committal.
May she Rest in Peace.

CATHOLIC HISTORY WALKS: Sunday
May 17t - a Pilgrim Walk to Tyburn. Come
and honour the memory of the martyrs
who died at London's grim execution site in
the 16™ and 17% centuries. Meet 1.30pm
churchyard of St Giles-in-the-Fields. Nearest
tube: Tottenham Court Road
www.catholichistorywalks.com  Each walk
takes approximately one and a half to two
hours, but of course you can leave at any
time. We suggest a donation of £5.00

ST MICHAEL & ST MARTIN
CHURCH, HOUNSLOWV: invites you to
a Mass for children and adults with addition-
al needs, to be celebrated by Fr Dami-
anMary Moneke on Saturday, 16th May at
2:00 p.m., followed by light refreshments.
All are most welcome, particularly parish-
ioners and visitors with additional needs,
together with their families, friends and
carers.

OPEN GARDEN: Once again, Jay and
Edward Sparrow invite us to enjoy their
wonderful garden and look forward to
welcoming us on Sunday, May 31 from
2pm at 35 Wolsey Road, East Molesey.
Proceeds will go to local charities, namely
The Mulberry Centre and the Purple
Elephant Project. All are welcome.

MOVING INTO EXAMINATION
TIME: We pray for our young people
preparing to sit their examinations at this
time. If you are finding it all a bit stressful -
utilise your faith! Say a prayer, asking for
the intercessions of Our Lady, Seat of Wis-
dom - the Untier of Knots! And don’t
forget St Joseph of Cupertino - he’s a very
good friend in Heaven too.

HOLY COMMUNION: Holy Commun-
ion can be received by Catholics at Mass
either on the tongue or in the hand and
you may kneel or stand to receive. If you
are receiving in the hand, please make sure
your hands are clean and are a safe place
to receive the Body of Christ. One hand
firmly under the other, to make a throne,
and hands raised up, near to the priest, will
avoid the risk of dropping the Host. When
receiving Holy Communion, we are not
receiving a symbol of Jesus but the Body of
Christ in Sacramental form. This is why
receiving Holy Communion is both a beau-
tiful and holy moment with the Lord him-
self. If you are not a Catholic, or you are a
Catholic who does not receive Holy Com-
munion, you are very welcome to come
forward for a blessing instead - just place
your hands across your chest

LAUDATO SI WEEK 17™-24™ MAY
Monday 18 May Ecological Rosary at the
SPEC Centre, 3 p.m. 125 Waxwell Lane,
Pinner, HAS 3EP. Fr Dominic Robinson SJ will
lead an Ecological Rosary in the beautiful
grounds of the SPEC Centre, joined by Lauda-
to S’ Animators and young people from
neighbouring parishes, including St Luke’s,
Pinner.

Friday 22 May Walk for Peace from Farm
Street Church, 10 am. Fr Dominic will lead a
Walk for Peace starting at Farm Street
Church. The walk will pause at Westminster
Cathedral Piazza for prayers with Fr Slawomir,
before continuing to St George’s Cathedral,
Southwark, for a prayer service with Canon
Michael Branch.

EYEWITNESS TO LIFE UNDER OC-
CUPATION: On Wednesday 20 May, 1:30
—-3:00 p.m. in the Hinsley Room, Westmin-
ster Cathedral, Daniel Mann will speak about
his recent three-month role as a human
rights monitor in the West Bank with a
World Council of Churches programme. He
will share firsthand experiences of daily life
under occupation, updates since the war in
Gaza, and ways to support efforts toward a
just peace. All welcome; refreshments pro-
vided.
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MAY IS THE MONTH OF MARY

LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS:

Our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV
and join him in praying during the
month of May that everyone, from large
producers to small consumers, be
committed to avoid wasting food, and to
ensure that everyone has access to
quality food. We Pray for Archbish-
op Richard Moth and join him in
praying for our Seminarians cur-
rently in formation, Bishop Jim Curry
and all our Bishops. Remembering in a
special way Cardinal Vincent. For Peace
on Earth; new members of the Church,
vocations, all workers, that all may use
correctly the Media, and the Church. For
all in our Parish family, those who are
sick or housebound and those who care
for them; those away from home, in
Education, working away, on active
service, or in Prison; for Peace in our
World and in our neighbourhoods, for
an end to the conflict in Ukraine and for peace in the Middle East and other parts of the world at variance. For Priests
and Deacons, Vocations to the Priesthood and the Religious life. For our children and young people preparing for
their Confirmation and First Holy Communion. For our Schools and other Christian communities in our Parish.

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia.
For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia.
Has risen, as he said, alleluia.
Pray for us to God, alleluia.

alle- lG-ia:

O-ra pro no-bis De- um, alle-lG- ia.

May (1)
Anniversaries:
Dan O’Connell
Christina Zurieta
Tom Corbett
Robin Armstrong
Eileen Andrew
Alfred Edgar Schooner
Harold Hobday
Graeme Newman
Desmond O’Connell
Stefan Hudak
Ann Macpherson
Mary Clancy-Philpot
John Nolan
Helen Sullivan

Michael Joseph Howston

Monica Lawrence
Ronald Tucker
Maria MacNamara

Jean Marie Monaghan

Helen Kelleher

For His Majesty the King and all who govern in his name. For our beloved dead: all those who have died recently especial-
ly Helen Hayes, Neil McNair, Fr Liam Walsh OP, Fr Jean Richoz MSFS and those who have no one to pray for them.

4 )

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 4 ™\

2" & 3" April 2026: Envelopes: £256.91 Loose: £314.00 Con- ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION FOR
tactless: £118.00 (-£1.98 in Fees). Total: £688.91 THE NEWSLETTER should be re-
Standing Orders for March:  £2296.62 ceived by the Parish Office in
HSBC BANK ACCOUNT NAME: WRCDT Hampton on Thames writing using the email address
Sort Code: 40-05-20 Account: 11308270 hamptononthames@rcdow.org.uk
As a reference, please use your Surname, First name and an indica- no later than 10am on

tion of what the donation is for (Offertory, Baptism etc). Wednesday mornings.

. J

May they Rest in Peace

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

- J

CATHOLIC ScHOOLS CLOSE TO OUR PARISH: PRIMARY SCHOOLS: St James School is our designated Parish
School: St James, Twickenham: https://www.st-james.richmond.sch.uk/ Mr. Beatty. Sacred Heart, Teddington:
https://www.sacredheartteddington.co.uk/ Mrs B Green. St Ignatius, Sunbury: https://www.st-ignatius.surrey.sch.uk/
Mrs Murphy. SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN OUR DEANARY: St Richard Reynolds Twickenham, Mr R Burke
wwwe strichardreynolds.org.uk St Paul’s Sunbury, Mr J. McNulty. www.st-pauls.surrey.sch.uk/

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/ CONFESSIONS Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm or by appointment.

BAPTISMS Please initially speak to Fr Philip after Sunday Mass. Adults wishing to enquire about the Catholic Faith should also
speak to Fr Philip.

WEDDINGS For those couples wishing to get married here or elsewhere, it is important that you notify Fr Philip at least 6
months before your wedding date.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK On request. If you are about to undergo surgery or treatment, please do not hesitate to ask Fr
Philip for this Sacrament. If you are admitted to Hospital, please indicate that your details are to be passed to the R.C. Chaplain
and that you would like the R.C. Chaplain to visit.

IF ANY ONE IS IN DANGER OF DEATH PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO CALL
FR PHILIP - 020 8979 3596 OR A NEIGHBOURING PARISH

Westminster Diocese Registered Charity No. 233699. www.rcdow.org.uk

In the newsletter no copyright infringement is intended
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