St John Fisher Catholic Church

80 Imperial Close, Harrow, HA2 7LW,
020 8868 7531
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/harrownorth

Parish Priest: Fr. Graham Stokes, grahamstokes@rcdow.org.uk
Assistant Priest and Diocesan Youth Chaplain: Fr Francis Thomas francisthomas@rcdow.org.uk

Permanent Deacon: Rev. James Shin jamesshin@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Administrator: Nuala Rodger, nualarodger:

rcdow.org.uk (office hours Mon-Thu 9.30am-Ipm)

Parish Safeguarding Representative: Gerald O’Keefe harrownorthsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
Parish Catechist: Jan Bennett. harrownorthcat@rcdow.org.uk (office hours Mon, Tue, Thu |0am-3pm)

12* April — Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy)

MAss TIMES AND INTENTIONS

Sunday 10.00am Mass and highlighted Masses livestreamed on
‘St John Fisher North Harrow’ YouTube channel
You may appear on camera if you are seated in the front four pews and/or when you
come to receive Holy Communion.

11t Sat SATURDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
10.00 am Christie Carvalho - good health
6.00pm Vigil Mass of Sunday - Mass Book p 255
Maria Moniz RIP/2™ Anniv
12* Sun SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
8.30am Saverimuthu Leo Anton
10.00am People of the Parish
With Children’s Liturgy of the Word
I1.30am Lorraine Burton RIP
2.30pm Divine Mercy Devotions
13* Mon  Easter Feria
10.00am Stella Mesquita RIP/4™ Anniv
14 Tue Easter Feria
10.00 am Andrew Gomes
15 Wed  Easter Feria
No Public Mass
16" Thu Easter Feria
7.00pm Mary Flynn (Special Intention)
17* Fri Easter Feria
10.00am Tess Lynch RIP
18* Sat Easter Feria
10.00am Ruby Aloysius RIP
Pushpanathan Sabratnam Sam RIP/B’Day
10.30am Holy Hour on the Dignity of Human Life concluding
with Benediction
6.00pm Vigil Mass of Sunday - Mass Book p 259
Lorraine Burton RIP
19* Sun THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
8.30am Andrew & Minette Pin RIP
10.00am Augustine Texeira RIP
I1.30am People of the Parish

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday: 10.30am -1 1.30am (except 2nd Saturday of the month)
5.15 — 5.45 pm and by appointment

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Mondays and Fridays 9am—9.50am
Saturdays, First Friday: after Mass — 1 1.30am
(Benediction on First Friday)

Baptisms, Funerals & Weddings — by appointment

Sacrament of the Sick — please speak to a priest or contact the
parish office leaving a message if there is no reply

THE CASE FOR JESUS

In his book, The Case for Jesus, Dr Brant Pitre goes back
to the biblical and historical sources for the evidence
about Jesus, e.g. did he rise from the dead? Did Jesus claim
to be God? Did he fulfil the Jewish prophecies of the
Messiah?

As we are now in Eastertide, celebrating Jesus’
resurrection, this question of whether he did rise from
the dead seems most prescient.

Pitre begins by examining what we mean by resurrection,
he writes: ‘First, when the Jewish disciples of Jesus spoke
about his resurrection, they were not claiming that he had
simply come back to ordinary earthly life. This is what we
would call "resuscitation".” E.g. Jesus raised his friend
Lazarus from the dead after he had been "four days" in the
tomb (John 11:38-44). ‘Eventually, however, Lazarus-
would die again’ (p.174).

‘Second, when the Jewish disciples of Jesus spoke about
his resurrection, they were also not claiming that Jesus's
soul or spirit was "alive" with God."' This is perhaps the
most common mistake modern people make when they
talk about the resurrection of Jesus. Many first-century
Jews believed that death was the separation of the "soul"
(Greek psych) from the body, and that the soul could live
on in a state of "immortality" (Greek athanasia). For
example, the book of Wisdom declares, "The souls of the
righteous are in the hand of God," and that "their hope is
full of immortality" (Wisdom 3:1-4). But the disciples of
Jesus were not just talking about the immortality of Jesus's
soul. They did not go around proclaiming, "The spirit of
Jesus is with God!" or "Jesus is alive to God!" Instead, they
went around proclaiming the "resurrection” (Greek
anastasis) of Jesus's "body" (Greek séma). This means that
something happened to Jesus's corpse—something
radically, fundamentally different from what was believed
to have happened to the bodies of all the other people
who had ever died.” (p.175)

(Pitre, B, The Case for Jesus, Image: New York, 2016)

Fr Francis

Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14, 22-33 Psalm 16(15
| Peter 1:17-21 Luke 24:13-35
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REGULAR NOTICES

If you or a sick relative could benefit from a visit from the parish
St Vincent de Paul Society, please contact the parish office or
SVP direct on 07935 776298.

If you would like a visit from the priest and/or to regularly
receive Holy Communion, please contact the parish office

Recently Deceased: Fr Colin McLean

Pray also for Dr Larry Fisch, Babara Ryan, Maura Haygreen,
Beryl Gibbs, Ann Collett, Brian Walton, Frank Baldock,

Joanne Flannery, Margaret Monahan, Phyllis Healy,

Stella Mesquita, Kathleen Louise Donovan, Una Graydon,
Bernard Devine, Patrick Kennedy, Teresa Kitchie, Mary Maher,
Joe & Nora Broderick, Seamus O’Brien, Richard Plesner,
Theresa Sundaram, Michael Hughes, Bridget Byrne, Alice Tobin,
Margred Joseph Sinnathurai, Irene Hurst, Kathleen Forde,
Trenton “Lloyd “ Henry, Helen McNamara, Nellie Connolly,
William O’Riordan, James Pettifer,Margaret Fogarty and all
those whose anniversaries of death occur at this time.

PARISH NOTICES

Archbishop Richard offers a Mass for a deanery (a grouping of
parishes) of the Diocese each week, praying especially for the
needs of the parishes and their peoples. The Mass (private) for
our Deanery of Harrow will take place this coming week. We
give thanks for the prayers offered on our behalf by our new
Archbishop.

Easter Thanks — Fr Graham and Fr Francis would like to thank
you for your prayers and support which made Holy Week such
a dignified and beautiful celebration of our faith. Thank you also
for your gifts, cards and good wishes

Divine Mercy devotions will take place here
from 2.30pm on Sunday, 12t April. We will be
praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet and Litany
during Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and
concluding with Benediction. There will not be
an additional Mass at this time.

Holy Hour on the Dignity of Human Life will take place on
Saturday 18" April from 10.30am to 11.30am concluding with
Benediction

Gardening and litter picking — Our
three teams have been doing a great
job over the winter but there is now
a lot more activity in the garden.
There are three teams who come
et either on Thursday mornings or
Saturday mornings every three weeks. We can adapt tasks to
suit your skills and/or physical ability so that everyone who
volunteers has a part to play varying from litter picking to hedge
cutting. Please contact Fr Graham if you would like to help!

100 Club - The February 2026 winners are: £100 - Keeya
Fernandes; £40 - Geraldine Kennedy; £20 - Elizabeth O’Connor.
Please contact the parish office with your bank details in order
that your winners can be sent. To support this fund-raising
initiative please visit the parish website at
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/harrownorth/an-invitation-to-
join-the-parish-100-club/

Foodbank The next collection will be this weekend, 11t"/12t
April. Please see link below for food items required Thank you.
https://harrow.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/

Hall Hire Volunteers - We have had interest for a regular hall
hire on a Monday evening. To facilitate this hire we require one
or two volunteers to be available on a Monday evening to
oversee the opening and closing of the parish centre for the
first few weeks. You will be asked to ensure that the centre is
left clean and tidy by the hirers and to lock up at the end of the
session. Please contact the parish office if you would be able
to offer your time.

Journey in Faith - Adult Baptism, Adult Confirmation, Adult
First Holy Communion - These sessions are for those who wish
to enter into full communion with the Catholic faith. Meetings
will begin in May cover a different topic each month. Sessions
are for unbaptised adults and baptised non-Catholics who wish
to inquire about certain aspects of the faith, learn more about
the Catholic Church, her practices and history and/or seek full
membership. Catholics who may not have been confirmed or
simply wish to renew, to deepen, or to share their faith are
cordially invited as well. Please speak to Fr Graham, Fr Francis
or Jan Bennett (parish catechist) after Mass to find out more.

Family Catechesis (GIFT) - Growing in
Faith Together is for families with "

children between 5 and 12 years of , ‘ ﬂ
age including those wishing to s

receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy
Communion. You can join anytime of the year. Even if you
haven’t registered come along and see what is involved.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will take place at the 10am Mass
this coming Sunday, 12t April. CLW is offered on the second
Sunday of each month at the 10am Mass. If you are interested
in helping to lead or support these sessions for our young
families please get in touch with Jan at Mass or via
harrownorthcat@rcdow.org.uk

Confirmation discernment sessions for those exploring the
Sacrament of Confirmation continue after Easter. The next
parents’-only session is on Monday 11" May.

Youth Ministry - Meetings for our young people over 13 years
old to explore aspects of our faith will take place after Mass on
Saturday evenings 23" May and 11" July in the parish centre.

Planned Giving Evelopes for 2026/2027 can be collected from
the sacristy. If you wish to support the parish through regular
giving please contact the parish office.

Gift Aid Scheme: Thanks to everyone who ‘Gift Aids’ their
donations to the parish. If you are a taxpayer and do not
currently Gift Aid your offerings to the parish, but would like to,
please collect a form from the church narthex. If you pay by
standing order that reduces the burden on our parish counters
as well. If you are a member of the Gift Aid scheme but are no
longer a taxpayer please contact our bookkeeper on
harrownorthbookkeeper@rcdow.org.uk

Vocations of the priesthood - Please pray for Daniel O’Brien
(Somers Town), David Reynolds (Shepherds Bush), and Jake
Scicinski (Sudbury) who have been accepted by the Archbishop
to begin training for the priesthood for our diocese. We pray
that many men in our parish and diocese will respond to the
Lord’s call and follow in their footsteps.

This parish is part of the Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity Number 233699
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OTHER NOTICES

Mgr Keith Barltrop, a former parish priest here, will be
celebrating the Golden Jubilee of his Ordination at St Mary of
the Angels, Bayswater on Sunday 19" April at 11am. His parish
is preparing a Memory Book and would be grateful for any
photos of special occasions in the parish, First Holy
Communion, Confirmation, social events, or maybe a
newsletter with his name in. If you have something you can
share, please contact the parish office or Alison Jackson on

alisonjackson2000@hotmail.com. All are welcome to the mass

on 19" April.

Mass for Children and Adults with intellectual disability at St
John Fisher Church, Perivale celebrated by Fr Peter Shekelton
on Saturday 18 April at 11:00 pm. This celebration is open to
all, and especially welcomes those with intellectual disability,
together with their families, friends, and carers.

Easter retreat afternoon - The season of Easter invites us anew
to take time to reflect on the great mystery of God the Father,
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. There will be an afternoon
retreat time to stop, think and reflect on the effect that the
Resurrection can have on our own lives on Saturday 18 April
beginning at 2:30pm. This Easter afternoon reflection will begin
with a new look at the story of Emmaus followed by time for
reflection and prayer facilitated by Audrey Hamilton in the Page
Centre at Our Lady & St Thomas of Canterbury, Harrow on the
Hill, HA1 3BE. The afternoon will conclude at approximately
4.30pm.

Summer schedule — advance notice; The

summer schedule of two Sunday morning

Masses will run this year throughout the [ X

school summer holidays, that is from 4

Sunday 19th July to Sunday 31st August

inclusive. On these days Sunday morning Masses will be at
8.30am and 10.30am
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