
 

 

St John Fisher Catholic Church 
 

80 Imperial Close, Harrow, HA2 7LW,  

020 8868 7531 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/harrownorth  
Parish Priest: Fr. Graham Stokes, grahamstokes@rcdow.org.uk  

Assistant Priest and Diocesan Youth Chaplain: Fr Francis Thomas francisthomas@rcdow.org.uk  

Permanent Deacon: Rev. James Shin jamesshin@rcdow.org.uk  
Parish Administrator: Nuala Rodger, nualarodger@rcdow.org.uk (office hours Mon-Thu 9.30am-1pm) 

Parish Safeguarding Representative: Gerald O’Keefe harrownorthsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Parish Catechist: Jan Bennett. harrownorthcat@rcdow.org.uk (office hours Mon, Tue, Thu 10am-3pm) 
 

7th June 2026 – The Body & Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi)   
     

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN? 

I’m conscious that often there is a lot of language that we use in the 

Church which we assume people already know. This is particularly true 

at this time of year with feasts such as Pentecost, Trinity Sunday and 

today’s solemnity – Corpus Christi. So, here are some definitions of 

words and phrases associated with this feast: 

Corpus Christi – Latin meaning Body of Christ. 

Holy Eucharist – is one of the seven sacraments, in which Jesus gives 

his Body and Blood—himself—for us. In response it is hoped that we 

too might give ourselves to him in love and be united with him in Holy 

Communion. In this way we are joined with the one Body of Christ, 

the Church. 

Holy Communion – is the act of receiving the body and blood of 

Jesus in the form of consecrated (set apart for a holy purpose) bread 

and wine. It is the climactic moment of the Sacrament of the Holy 

Eucharist. ‘Communion’ is the spiritual and loving fellowship between 

God and humanity, which believers enter into through receiving the 

Eucharist. 

The Blessed Sacrament is the Holy Eucharist—the consecrated 

bread and wine in which Jesus Christ is believed to be truly and 

substantially present (body, blood, soul, and divinity). 

Real Presence – Through the consecration at Mass, the bread and 

wine are transformed into Jesus’ body and blood (a process called 

transubstantiation). 

Transubstantiation –the Catholic doctrine explaining how bread 

and wine become the actual body and blood of Jesus. The fundamental 

essence (substance) of the bread and wine changes entirely into Jesus’ 

body and blood, while their outward appearances (accidence—such as 

taste, shape, and colour) remain exactly the same. 

Tabernacle – The consecrated hosts (the ‘Blessed Sacrament’) are 

reserved in a gold/silver box, usually near the altar in the centre of the 

Church. They are kept here to be taken to the sick and adored by the 

faithful outside of Mass. 

Exposition – The priest or deacon takes the Blessed Sacrament 

(usually a large consecrated host) from the tabernacle and places it in 

a monstrance (a special metal display stand, which typically features a 

central glass window (the lunette) surrounded by rays of light in a 

sunburst form. It is the act of ‘showing’ Jesus, so that the faithful can 

look directly at Jesus. It is an extension of the moment at Mass when 

the priest says: ‘Behold the Lamb of God…’ and shows the Blessed 

Sacrament to the faithful. 

Adoration (of the Blessed Sacrament) – Once Jesus is exposed 

in the monstrance on the altar, the faithful spend time in silent prayer, 

meditation, or reading scripture in the visible presence of Jesus. It is an 

act of worship whereby we recognise God’s majesty and our own 

smallness in his presence. 

Benediction – meaning blessing. After a time of exposition, this is a 

concluding, formal blessing given by the priest or deacon. The priest's 

hands are covered with a ‘humeral veil’ to signify that it is Jesus 

Himself blessing the people. He makes the sign of the cross with 

Blessed Sacrament contained within the monstrance. – Fr Francis 

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
 

Sunday 10.00am Mass and highlighted Masses livestreamed on 

‘St John Fisher North Harrow’ YouTube channel 
You may appear on camera if you are seated in the front four pews and/or when 

you come to receive Holy Communion.  
   

 6th Sat  Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday 

10.00 am   Elias & Julie Gomes RIP   
                       

                     Vigil Mass of Sunday - Mass Book p 83 

6.00pm  Paul McBride RIP/6th anniv                       

 7th Sun        THE BODY & BLOOD OF CHRIST  

 8.30am        Teresa Holmes RIP   

10.00am  Maureen Kinsella RIP   

11.30am        People of the parish - followed by Blessed Sacrament 

Procession and Benediction 
 

8th Mon   Feria 

10.00am   Funeral Mass of Leslie Mendanha RIP  

9th Tue      Saint Columba 

10.00am        Philo de Silva (special intention)  

10th Wed    Feria 

                       no public Mass 

11th Thu      Saint Barnabas 

7.00pm          Melba de Silva RIP 
 

12th Fri        MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS  

10.00am   Abraham Dominic RIP/4th anniv    

13th Sat        The Immaculate Heart of Mary   

10.00am        Inacio Felipe Fernandes RIP/6th anniv  

                    with GIFT Families 

      Vigil Mass of Sunday - Mass Book p 91  

6.00pm          Michael O’Sullivan                       

14th Sun  ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                      
8.30am  Victor Fontgalan & Winifred Fontgalan   

10.00am   Mary & Joseph Patten RIP/Anniv  

                     With Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

11.30 am       People of the Parish   

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 

Saturday: 10.30am -11.30am (except 2nd Saturday of the month) 

5.15 – 5.45 pm and by appointment 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Mondays and Fridays 9am–9.50am 

Saturdays, First Friday: after Mass – 11.30am  

(Benediction on First Friday) 
 

Baptisms, Funerals & Weddings – by appointment 
 

Sacrament of the Sick – please speak to a priest or contact the 

parish office leaving a message if there is no reply 
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REGULAR NOTICES 

If you or a sick relative could benefit from a visit from the parish 

St Vincent de Paul Society, please contact the parish office or 

SVP direct on 07935 776298.  

If you would like a visit from the priest and/or to regularly 
receive Holy Communion, please contact the parish office 

Pray also for : Marion Tallon, Anne Tyhurst, Bridie Aherne,  
Rajesh Rajakarier, Christopher Duncan, Ronald Batchelor,  
Kumariah Ravindrakumar, Thomas Quinn, Dymphna Lynch, 
Bernard Payne, Rosa Faleiro, Mr Vincent S Perinpanayagam, 
Ann Lavelle, David McIntosh, Godfrey Taylor, Peter Foran, 
Michael O’Connor, Geraldine Aiello, Ricahrd Parkinson, 
Paul McBride, Luigina Johnson, Susan Tully, Ellen Trombetti, 
Teresa Rynne, Kieran Jordan, Julie Rodrigues,Abraham Dominic 
and those whose anniversaries of death occur at this time.    
 

PARISH NOTICES 

The Funeral Mass of Leslie Mendhana will take place at 10am 
on Monday 8th June followed by committal at Carpenders Park 
Cemetery. May he rest in pece and rise in glory. 
 

Patronal Celebration– On Sunday 21st June  Mass will be 
celebrated at 8.30am and 10.30am only. The Vigil Mass remains 
at 6.00pm. Please pick up a flyer in the narthex with details of 
the celebrations for our patronal feast from Friday 19th June – 
Sunday 21st June. 
 

Rose Petals Corpus Christi this Sunday, 7th June, when we will 
have a Eucharistic Procession concluding with Benediction after 
the 11.30am Mass.   
 

St John Fisher Catholic Primary 
School Summer Fete is on 
Saturday 20th June from 
11.00am – 3.00pm - only 2 
weeks away. The entrance is via 

Melrose Road. We look forward to receiving donations of plants 
(with labels) and lots of cakes of any kind (if home baked please 
include a list of ingredients). The cake stall runs out very quickly. 
Contributions of cakes would be much appreciated.  Donations 
can be left in the narthex from Monday 15th June. The last 
collection is on Friday 19th June at 10.30am (no later). 
Volunteers are needed, if you could spare an hour to help on 
the Cake stall please contact the parish office or Alison Jackson 
(alisonjackson2000@hotmail.con) and also if you need freezer 
space for a cake or you have any other queries.  
The Friends of St John Fisher School will be selling raffle tickets 
(£5 per book) at the 10.00am Mass NEXT Sunday 14th June 
(cash and card payments welcome).  

Harrow Street Pastors will be visiting the parish this weekend. 
They are a team of Christian volunteers from over 20 different 
churches across Harrow. They provide training and support and 
have been patrolling the streets of Harrow and Wealdstone on 
Friday nights and some Saturdays since 2012, 'caring, listening 
and helping’ those on the streets, including the young and the 
homeless, without preaching or judging. They give practical 
help with referrals, blankets, food bank vouchers, hats, socks, 
gloves, water and information about local drop-ins. 
 

Alpha - A New ‘Alpha’ course will be starting in September; 
More details and ways to invite others to follow 

 

Vestments Fund – cassocks and cottas for our altar servers 
The number of altar servers is growing and they are growing 
taller! There is therefore a need to invest in more altar server 
wear, transitioning from plain white albs to more formal and 
dignified cassocks and cottas. For reference a new cassock and 
cotta set costs around £200. We would welcome any donations 
towards this investment in the young people of our parish. If 
you feel able to assist then please hand in any donations 
marked ‘Vestments fund’ or speak to Fr Graham or Fr Francis; 
if you pay tax your donation can also be 'gift-aided' to add to its 
value at no cost to you. Thank you for your support. 

Youth Ministry - Meetings for our young people over 13 years 
old to explore aspects of our faith. The next gathering will be 
after Mass on Saturday evening 11th July in the parish centre.  
 

Journey in Faith - Are you seeking to find out more about the 
Catholic faith? Perhaps you are an adult who has not been 
baptised or have been baptised in another church? Maybe you 
are a Catholic but have not made your First Communion or 
Confirmation? Please speak to Fr Graham, Fr Francis or Jan 
(parish catechist) after Mass to find out more. 
 

Foodbank The next collection is this weekend. Please see link 
below for food items required Thank you. 
https://harrow.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ 
 

Parish Social Club – The social club is open 
on Friday nights (8.30pm – 11.00pm) and on 
Sunday afternoons (12.30pm-3.00pm). It 
serves a wide range of drinks and is open to 
all parishioners to use as a place to relax, 
socialise and meet new people. There is no membership fee. 
For further details contact   Jerome 07721788000 

Family Catechesis (GIFT) - Growing in Faith Together is for 
families with children between 5 and 12 years of age including 
those wishing to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and 
First Holy Communion. You can join anytime of the year.  Next 
Session will be on Saturday 13th June. Even if you haven’t 
registered come along and see what is involved.  

DIARY DATES 
Sunday 7th June – Corpus Christi – Eucharistic procession 
and Benediction after 11.30am Mass 

FISHER WEEKEND 19TH – 21ST JUNE 
Friday 19th June  

• 7.00pm Guided reflection on the life of St John Fisher 

Saturday 20th June   

• Day of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

• St John Fisher Catholic Primary School Fete 

• 7.00pm – Catholic storytelling event on witness and 
faith; come to listen to inspiring stories of Catholics 
from history presented by Kevin Turley; listen, engage 
and be inspired! 

Sunday 21st June   

• 10.30am Mass celebrated by Archbishop Moth  

• followed by parish picnic 

 

Readings for next Sunday:  

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Exodus 19:2-6; Psalm 100 

Romans 5:6-11; Matthew 9:36-10:8 
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OTHER NOTICES (online only) 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word – takes place on the second 
Sunday of each month at the 10am Mass. Our next session will 
be 14th June. If you are interested in helping to lead or support 
these sessions please get in touch with Jan at Mass or via 
harrownorthcat@rcdow.org.uk 

The Catholic Post – free newspaper on the table in the narthex. 
Please take a copy; any remaining copies will be disposed of 
after THIS Sunday 7th June. 

Gardening and litter picking –There are three teams who come 
on Thursday mornings or Saturday mornings every three 
weeks. We can adapt tasks to suit your skills and/or physical 
ability so that everyone who volunteers has a part to play 
varying from litter picking to hedge cutting. Please contact Fr 
Graham to help! 

Summer schedule – advance notice; The 
summer schedule of two Sunday morning 
Masses will run this year throughout the 
school summer holidays, that is from 
Sunday 19th July to Sunday 31st August 
inclusive. On these days Sunday morning 

Masses will be at 8.30am and 10.30am. 

The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill fell at the end of the 
last Parliamentary session in April, but now assisted suicide 
campaigners have made it clear they are going to attempt to 
revive this dangerous Bill and force it into law by bypassing the 
House of Lords. Ask your MP to oppose reviving 
the Assisted suicide Bill. Please notice in narthex or visit 
https://righttolife.org.uk/   

The Life of Christ 16 - 20 June - The Story of Jesus, brought to 
Life Discover the wonder of Jesus’ life with an unforgettable 
event for all the family. The Life of Christ is a play like no other, 
placing you in the middle of an immersive theatre experience. 
Join over a hundred actors in the stunning grounds of 
Wintershall Estate as this magnificent story is movingly 
recreated with authentic detail in an epic open-air 
production. Tickets can be booked 
at  https://www.wintershall.org.uk/event/life-of-christ/     

 
Come and See – Everyone is welcome. 

 

At St John Fisher we strive to be a joyful and vibrant Catholic 

community who gather to experience God’s love.   

Nurturing our relationship with Jesus we become His 

disciples.   

By the power of the Holy Spirit we are inspired to serve and 

spread the Gospel message. 
 

Community – Discipleship – Mission 
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