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New Beginnings
Now when Jesus had been baptised and was
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

Paddington Office
Parish Administrator: Mrs Mandy O’Sullivan-Whitting
Office Hours; Thursday 10 - 2 pm
Tel No: 020 7286 2672
E-mail: paddington@rcdow.org.uk
Website: parish.rcdow.org.uk/paddington

This is a great moment for Jesus, as it reveals who
he is as well as being the first revelation of the
Trinity—Voice of the Father; The presence of the
Son—Jesus’ presence; and the Holy Spirit—see in
the form of a dove.

Mass Times
Monday: 10:00 am (Harrow Rd)
Tuesday: 10:00 am (Paddington)
Wednesday 10:00 am (Harrow Road)
Thursday 10:00 am (Paddington)
Friday
10:00 am (Harrow Rd)
Saturday: 10:00 am (Paddington)
6:00 pm (Harrow Rd)
(Vigil Mass of Sunday)
Sunday:
9:30 am (Paddington)
11:30 am (Harrow Rd)

Eucharistic Adoration
One hour before weekday and Saturday morning
Masses plus Saturday: 5:00 - 5:50 pm

Confessions
During periods of exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament; and on request.

For the rest of us, our baptism is also a momentous occasion, when the Holy
Spirit came to dwell within us—albeit we almost certainly didn’t hear the voice
of the Father, or see a dove or tongues of fire descend on us—but this doesn’t
however make our baptism unimportant, because the reality of what happened
is still exactly the same. Maybe it is a shame that our own baptisms aren’t as
dramatic. At best we might have got a party, though of course we were far too
young to share the sausage rolls and champagne. Perhaps there’s a bit of video
footage somewhere in the loft.
Jesus’ baptism came at the start of his public ministry and marked a new
beginning for him—but it was also a new beginning for us also. The account
invites us to look at our own beginnings in light of Jesus’ ministry. What have we
made of our lives so far? Is there anything we can point to that we feel might
have particularly pleased God? Perhaps we have done nothing to please God.
Perhaps we have made rather a rocky start. Perhaps we haven’t done much to
be proud of at all. It doesn’t matter; coming so close to the beginning of the
year, this feast day is a perfect invitation to start again.
The second thing we learn from this gospel reading is that Jesus was not alone;
he was enabled by the Holy Spirit who descended in the bodily form of a dove.
The really exciting news is that according to John, we too receive the Holy Spirit
in our baptism. We are not alone in our struggles. We too are enabled. That’s a
genuinely powerful belief.
As we begin yet another new year, we set about facing our challenges with a
renewed courage and a renewed faith in the Holy Spirit. We begin again with an
appreciation that our baptism is more than just a distant childhood memory.

Mass Intentions for both parishes for week beginning Saturday 8 th January 2022
Saturday
6:00 pm
Sunday
11:30 am
Tuesday
10:00 am
Thursday
10:00 am
Saturday (15.1)10:00 am
Sunday (16.1) 09:30 am

People of the Parish
Felix Thomas (RIP)
Thomas Thornicroft (RIP)
Victoria Kupec (RIP)
Salvatore Buinaiuto (B’Day)
Montel (B’day)

Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

9:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
6:00 pm
11:30 am

Guno Renegado – children died in fire
Ariel & Victoria Mercado (RIP)
No Mass
Kathleen Kelly (Ints)
Daniel Gultiano (RIP)
Maria’s mass for the dead

Diocesan News
Mass for World Day of the Sick – Provisional
Arrangements
The annual Mass for the World Day of the Sick will take
place at 2pm on Saturday 12th February 2022 at
Westminster Cathedral. We are hopeful that the Mass
will go ahead as planned and that we’ll be able to
welcome all those who wish to attend in person.
However, at the time of writing, it is unclear whether this
will be possible. Thus, plans are provisional at this stage.
Please let Fr Michael know if there are any parishioners
who plan to go in wheel-chairs, as the Cathedral needs to
know these numbers.

mass, to prevent people from wondering into other areas.
I know some parishioners have raised concerns about the
risk of crime, but let us put our trust in Our Blessed Mother
that she will look after our church.

Teenage Confirmations
The programme of Formation to prepare our teenagers for
Confirmation will start on Monday 31st January at 6:30 pm
with a parents meeting to which at least one parent should
attend with the candidate. Subsequent meetings will be in
the newly refurbished parish hall on Mondays at 6:30—8:00
pm. The full timetable will be given out at Parents’
Meeting. The bishop will confirm the candidates in
Westminster Cathedral at 2:30 pm on Saturday 18th June
2022.

Reflections—Looking Outward Together

Peace Sunday
Next Sunday, 16 January, is Peace Sunday and this year
Pope Francis asks us to think about ‘Education, work and
dialogue between generations: tools for building lasting
peace’.
The need for peace in the world is obvious. People are
struggling against violence and conflict, growing
inequalities, the effects of climate change and the covid
pandemic. How can we harness the gifts and energy of
all generations in the work of peacemaking? Which
‘tools for building lasting peace’ do you think Pope
Francis might be talking about?
In this country we have an active Catholic peace
movement in Pax Christi, which does a great deal of good
work to promote peace and nonviolence through
parishes, schools and social media.
Their website suggests many ways we can all become
better peacemakers. There are activities for families to
do at home, including a peace liturgy for young children.
https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday-2022

Parish News

I have often quoted what Antoine de Saint-Exupery said:
"Love does not consist in gazing at each other, but in looking outward together in the same direction." I wonder
whether the problem today is precisely that some lovers
have lost the sense that there is anything else to look at besides each other, and that when they become bored they
move on.
The promise of love is like the promise of a shared pilgrimage: that of moving together towards God, and therefore
toward the source of love. Only with such a hopeful promise
can couples whether the inevitable storms of the pilgrimage. And only with such a promise can one sustain hope,
sustain desire, sustain joy – even during periods when one is
unhappy.
Tim Muldoon, Dot Magis blog
——————————————And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and
good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit
of some, but encouraging one another. – Hebrews 10:24-25
——————————————Reflect on your pilgrimage – and on the people who share it
with you. Consider what you share. Can you put it into
words?

CCTV
Funeral Notices
My desire, since coming here, has been to be able to
have the church open during the day. It is wonderful to
see so many people visiting and praying before the grotto
each day, and I am sure many would also like to pay a
visit to the Blessed Sacrament.
Now that most of the various refurbishments having
being done, the finance committee have supported the
idea of having CCTV and it will be installed in this coming
week.
Once done, we will have to make sure that internal doors
are kept locked, other than when we are fully open for

The Reception and Requiem Mass of the late Eva Renkawicz
will take place on Monday 10 January 2022
at 12:30 at Our Lady of Lourdes, Harrow Rd followed by
committal at West London Crematorium.
The Reception and Requiem Mass of the late John
McGlinchey will take place on Thursday 10 February 2022
at 12 noon at Our Lady of Sorrows, Paddington followed by
Internment at St Mary’s Cemetery.

