
REDEDICATION OF ENGLAND AS  
THE DOWRY OF MARY 

The title “Dowry of Mary” attributed to England is believed to originate 
from the reign of St Edward the Confessor (1042-1066). In 1381 King 
Richard II dedicated     England to Our Lady. The sense 
of this is that England has been set apart for Our Lady.    
Indeed, the very use of the term “our Lady” to refer to the 
Blessed Virgin, seems to have been used in England before 
spreading to other nations. Much more recently,              
Pope St Paul VI in 1966 allowed the English uniquely to      
include the Hail Mary in the Prayer of the Faithful at Mass,                   
in recognition of this special devotion. 
 
What is happening this Lent in a “rededication”?? The bishops have 
asked that the Renewed Dedication to Mary, on 29 March, is this time 
not to be an offering of England herself, but an offering of the         
PERSONAL FAITH of each Catholic soul. King Richard II had wished 
“Mary, do thou rule in England!” and this rededication is an opportunity 
of grace for each of us to make a new commitment to conversion of life 
and work for the Kingdom of God, that our nation may be re-converted 
to Jesus, with the guidance and prayer of Mary. 
 
Thursday 26 - Saturday 28 March: A tr iduum of prayer  in which all 
are invited to join in prayer, the Rosary and celebrating Reconciliation 
in preparation for: 
 
Sunday 29 March: Act of Rededication of England as the Dowry of 
Mary at Walsingham, Westminster and all Cathedrals, every parish and 
as many homes as possible. More information to follow. 

 
********** 

21 February - 25 March  
(Feast of the Annunciation of the Lord):  
33 Days to Morning Glory. This is a      
“do-it-yourself” retreat for personal conse-
cration to Jesus through Mary following 
the method of St Louis de Montfort.  FREE 
copies of the booklet are available in 
church TODAY. Please take them and 
spread them around.  

 

Parish of South Harrow & Northolt 
St Gabriel, Northolt Road          St Bernard, Mandeville Road 

Lent 2020  

Dates, events and opportunities 

The season of Lent is many things. Most importantly it is the time 
of preparation for the celebration of the Lord’s death and             
resurrection in the Great Three Days leading to Easter and the     
season of Easter. It is the formal time of preparation for receiving 
the Sacraments of Initiation into the faith. It is therefore rightly a 
solemn time and a penitential season, hearing the first and basic call 
of the Gospel: Repent and believe the Good News. The title of this 

season in most languages simply means “The Forty Days”; in   
English the word Lent refers to this time of growing daylight,   
longer days and the coming Spring. Lent is thus also a season of 
hope and expectation. We pray, perhaps, for the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit especially of Reverence and of Awe and Wonder in this time. 
 
This year the season of Lent for us contains a unique and wonderful 
hope: the re-dedication of our land of England, the place where we 
all live, to Mary, Mother of the Lord and Mother of the Church, un-
der the ancient title of “Mary’s Dowry”. Let us all use Prayer: our 
worship and union with the Lord. Let us use our Fasting: what we 
do with our time and talent to realise our need of God and that we 
are not the centre of the universe! Let us use our Almsgiving: our 
sacrificial stewardship of whatever material wealth has been given 
to us, so that we use this Lent well in the service of Almighty God. 



PARISH ROSARY: SUNDAY 1 MARCH 3pm - 4.15pm:  
At St Gabriel’s. Early in Lent it will be fitting for us to 
pray the Rosary together as a parish once more. Bring 
your intentions for Lent, and the needs of all the world to 
the intercession of Mary our Mother. This will also be a 
time of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available. Concludes 
with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 

  
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Our corporate Stations 
of the Cross will be at: 
ST BERNARD’S: THURSDAYS AT 7.30pm followed 
by MASS AT 8pm. The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
will also be available on these evenings. 
ST GABRIEL’S: FRIDAYS AT 11.30am followed by  
MASS AT 12.00Noon 

Of course you can come to church anytime to make private Stations 
of the Cross in Lent. Remember, the door code for St Bernard’s is 
C8645. St Gabriel’s is open 9.30am-2.30pm weekdays. 
 
DIVINE MERCY RETREAT DAY: SATURDAY 14 
MARCH 10am - 4pm: at St Gabr iel’s. Fr Andrzej 
from the Divine Mercy Centre in Ealing needs no       
introduction. For those who already know the message 
of  Divine Mercy, and for those new to this modern         
representation of the Gospel message, come for all or 
part of the day. Details of the programme on a poster in 
Church. 

  
“A WORD IN LENT” FAITH-SHARING GROUP : 
WEDNESDAYS: 4, 11, 18 MARCH, 1 AND 8 APRIL. 
7.30pm for an hour, at St Gabriel’s Conference Room.  
Come to reflect and pray in a short course devised by the 
renowned Fr Denis McBride of the Redemptorist Order. 
Using Sacred Scripture and sacred art A Word in Lent takes 

us on a Lenten journey of seeing salvation through the eyes of Gospel 
women and men. 

WALK WITH ME: A LENTEN JOURNEY OF PRAYER FOR 
2020: The familiar book of daily prayers and meditations for Lent 
is available from the Repository shops, still priced at £1.00. Only 
while current stocks last. 
***************************************************** 

LENTEN ALMS:  
For our Parish Almsgiving this 

year we are supporting: 
FAMILY FAST DAY: FRIDAY 6 MARCH: In aid of the        
development work of CAFOD. See poster in Church. Collections 
of proceeds of Family Fast Day will be: 
St Bernard’s on 8 March & St Gabriel’s on 14/15March. 
THE PASSAGE: Based near Westminster  Cathedral             
The Passage is a charity dealing with the immediate effect of 
homelessness in our city. An appeal for alms and support will be 
made by representatives of the charity at: 
St Gabriel’s on 7/8March and at St Bernard’s on 15 March. 
WALL BOXES FOR LENTEN ALMS: Additionally there will 
be a wall box in each Church for Lenten Alms, in aid of the       
charities supported by Cardinal Vincent, and collections for this 
purpose will be taken at Ash Wednesday Masses and on               
Holy Thursday at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 
****************************************************** 
VISIT OF THE SLIPPER CHAPEL STATUE OF OUR LADY 

OF WALSINGHAM TO WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL      
19-22 MARCH 

Full details at www.dowrytour.org.uk 
Preparing for the rededication of England as the 
Dowry of Mary the Statue of Our Lady of          
Walsingham has visited every English Cathedral in 
the past two years. The last stop on the tour is our 
own Westminster Cathedral. Between 19 and 22 March we are all 
encouraged to make our own pilgrimage to the Cathedral to visit 
Our Lady’s statue and to ask her prayers for England, and in     
preparation for a personal act of dedication of our country to Our 
Blessed Lady, which will be made on 29 March, the Fifth Sunday 
of Lent. Detail of the timetable of worship, talks & events at the 
Cathedral to follow when we get them. 


