
Fr James’ homily for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 2020 
 
First Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Second Reading: Romans 8:8-11 
Gospel:  John: 11:1-45 
 
Today as we pray and unite ourselves to Mass from a distance let us remind ourselves again how we 
are one in Jesus Christ. Read the scriptures, and bring together the intentions for prayer that you 
bring to Mass, and your particular Intention for Mass. Offer all these things to Jesus who longs for 
them.  
 
Today we enter the “Season of the Passion”, and this is powerful in a new way for us 
this year. Passion, and the Passion of Jesus, has many meaning wrapped up together: 
it means waiting and powerlessness - passivity; it means the force of burning love - 
lovers are passionate in the desire to be as one; it means suffering, and the fear that 
goes with suffering. We are to be with Jesus in His passion, and let us have faith that 
He is with us- especially praying today for all on the front line of the current crisis, 
those who are ill and those who care for them. 
 
Our prayer might perhaps be like that of Martha in the Gospel. Paraphrasing her 
words she says, passionately, fuelled by love and fear: “Lord, if you had been 
here…this wouldn’t have happened”. But Martha has a real, mature faith. She knows 
that this immediate, honest, fearful, passionate prayer is not the real story. Jesus is not 
her private magic-man, there to build a world on her terms, but He is the Saviour. 
 
One commentator points to the great three Gospels of Lent Sundays, of which 
today’s scene of the raising of Lazarus is the third, as showing metaphors of real life, 
the life of the spirit: Thirst (the woman at the well); Darkness (the man born blind); 
Death, the death of Lazarus. So often people drink from the wrong source, sugar and 
salt, or they stare at the sun to find illumination, or follow a comforting life-style that 
really means death to the spirit. In the face of all this powerlessness, we need a 
Saviour. The human heart knows this, and we see it peeking through in all the heroic 
acts of kindness and service on display around us at this time. These things too are 
passionate. 
 
We ask “why?” a lot. When asked this question Jesus’ answer is always: Himself. As so 
often, I could say here that there are aspects to this most painfully moving Gospel 
about which we could talk all morning, and riches from the traditions of our faith that 
lead us into great wisdom… and for once we have all morning to talk! However, I am 
not going to do that. Just one thing. 



 
Today we seek to dedicate our faith, as disciples of the Lord in England, to Mary, our 
Mother, and so give our country to her once again, to aid her in her work for 
salvation, and ourselves become part of that work anew. How on earth can we be 
worthy of that? Not at all, except by His grace and her intercession. First, by going 
now in spirit to Walsingham, where Mary reminds us of the Incarnation, that in that 
house where Gabriel came to Mary God announced his passionate desire to share our 
suffering, to take and know the reality of human nature, to build himself a house of 
flesh.  
 
So when Jesus comes to Bethany, to the house of Martha and Mary and Lazarus, we 
know what it means when the Gospel tells us He becomes troubled and distressed. 
God feels what it is to lose a friend. To be isolated by grief. To know death. And to all 
of this he speaks words of resurrection and life. That is His passionate purpose. 
Jesus weeps tears from the heart for Lazarus. He is not a magic-man, to build the 
world we want. He is the redeemer of the world we have so spectacularly messed up. 
He weeps, as the tradition repeatedly says, for our sinfulness, and so His Passion 
begins. 
 
Very beautifully Jesus comes to search for His friend: “Where have you put him?” 
Remember the evening of the day in the Garden of Eden: God comes looking for 
Adam and Eve: “Where are you?”  So God’s purpose is to search us out and share 
our passion, our powerlessness. Walsingham shows us this, and is therefore above all 
a source of joy for us. For God calls to the grave “Here! Come out!” As one great 
modern writer says “Because He is who He says He is, what He says, IS” Read that tongue 
twister slowly over and over, and it starts to make sense in a big way. 
 
Each of us is dead in spirit to a greater or lesser extent. If you are anything like me, 
that means greater. Wherever we are, the voice of Jesus in His passion can call us back 
to life. Today we ask the help of Mary, Queen of England, for us to join our slightly 
dead faith to hers, that she may strengthen and unite our faith, locked up in our own 
houses, to be part of that Holy House of the friends of Jesus, the voice the world 
needs to hear. 
 
Amen. 
 
Are you preparing yourself to be part of the re-dedication of England as the Dowry of Mary? Start to 
dos o, even today, and in you can join in on-line at 12Noon today (Sunday 29 March) with the 
prayers of dedication. See our special page on the website for more about this. 


