
Fr James’ homily for the Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 55:10-11 
Second Reading:     Romans 8:18-23 
Gospel:   Matthew 13: 1-23 
 

Once upon a time….  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          Vincent Van Gogh, The Sower 
 
“It was the best of times…. It was the worst of times.” 
 
“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a 
good fortune, must be in want of a wife.” 
 
“In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit.” 
 
Every good story needs a good opening line, and I’ve just listed a few good examples. 
These words have a big effect. They cast a spell. Jesus, of course, is the ultimate story 
teller, as he is the very Word of God himself. He is the revelation, the meaning of 
who God is. His great parable in today’s Gospel starts with a great line: “Imagine a 
sower going out to sow.” In telling this story Jesus is not trying to entertain us but 
wishing to capture our attention to pass on a great truth and wisdom necessary for 
our salvation. 
 
But before we come to the Gospel we have first heard two brief verses from Isaiah. 
Isaiah is a great speaker, a great caster of words, one of the major prophets speaking 
about the Word of God, and in doing so actually speaking that Word. And his 
audience is the people of Israel - who understood themselves, or were supposed to, to 
be the people to whom God speaks in a special and unique way. 
 
These two verses give us a beautiful image. God’s Word is like rain and is the precious 
life coming down from heaven, coming down into a desert place to make it fruitful 



with life. How that image must have spoken to the people who lived in such an arid 
landscape.  
 
Words in general can have a big effect: a great novel or a powerful speech. You and I 
can probably think of how words spoken to us have shaped us, either positively or 
negatively. God’s Word, however, does much more than this. God’s Word doesn’t 
just shape things, his Word creates things…. “Let there be light”…He is not just 
describing the view! He is making reality out of nothing. “This is my body….”  is 
not just a vague idea or a symbol - with his Words God makes it happen.  
 
As I mentioned last week, since the beginning of the Church, we know that all of holy 
scripture is ultimately about Jesus. He is the Word, through whom all things are made. 
He is the one Isaiah is writing about - life gently falling from heaven. Jesus tells us 
God himself is the sower who goes out to all of his creation with his invitation to life. 
That’s the opening line of his story. 
 
His Words need to fall into rich soil, into the ears tuned into his voice. This is what 
Jesus tells us, that we have choices to make and work to do to prepare the soil that is 
our soul. We have to choose to make our story his. Is every word that we speak 
ourselves really his word? - that’s the challenge and the goal. 
 
The goal that we can only achieve by his grace and by his power. “Your sins are 
forgiven”: these are the vital Words that change us, that we long to hear and need to 
hear. Remember, Jesus isn’t just telling a story; what he says, is. It comes into 
existence. Listening to his Words in holy scripture today and in the words spoken by 
the priest at Mass, let us ask for grace to make his Words ours and our story part of 
his. 
 
Amen 
 
 
Fr James and Fr Tom wish you a blessed Sunday.  Keep safe and well, and never hesitate to pick up 
the telephone and be in touch. See you in church I hope! Keep in close contact with the website for news 
of how practical plans are developing. 
 


