
Fr James’ homily for the Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
First Reading:  First Book of Kings 19:9-13 
Second Reading:     Romans 9:1-5 
Gospel:   Matthew 14:22-33 
 

 
I love this Gospel scene. Somebody once sent me a little picture of it, and I keep it on 
my desk: Peter’s arm sticking up out of the violent sea, like Excalibur, and Jesus 
roughly grabbing hold of his wrist and yanking him up - “Courage, it is I, do not be 
afraid.” It is the same gesture that is used in the traditional icon of the Resurrection, 
as Jesus impatiently grabs the wrists of Adam and Eve in hell - “Do not be afraid. I 
am risen.” 
 
Before that we heard another powerful, beautiful and famous passage of Scripture, of 
Elijah on Mount Horeb. Had we the time, it would be good to unpack the preamble 
to this scene…but as I’ve said before - it is a great story, read it at home. God can be 
found sometimes in the dramatic and spectacular. Sometimes in the understated. 
Elijah has exposed the false worship, the false gods, that had taken over Israel, and 
got a whole load of trouble for it. Now, though, God gently teaches Elijah the same 
lesson he taught them: he must order my wants and expectation to the infinite good, 
otherwise he wastes his time and harms himself in the process. All of us sinners do 
this to some extent - do I, do you know how we are injuring ourselves? Despite being 
the number one prophet, Elijah has to learn again his need of God, and worships. 
What does he get for this? Well, immediately, the sack! God passes on his role to 
another…but in the end of course, Elijah is taken up into the first rank of God’s 
glory. 
 
Perhaps in contrast to the “still, small voice”, the Gospel picture of Jesus walking 
across the stormy sea might seem dramatic. But he is the calming presence.  
Whenever we encounter the disciples in a boat, we are dealing with the Church, the 
barque of Peter. Here we see the beginning of the Church’s journey through time. 
Winds and waves toss the barque. Anyone acquainted with Church history knows the 
truth of this - and it’s a special comfort for those enduring our tumultuous times. We 
are engaged in a spiritual warfare, a battle not against flesh and blood but against 
powers and principalities, a bit like Elijah against the false prophets:  
“Early in the morning, the disciples saw Jesus coming toward them, "walking 
on the sea." Terrified, they cried out. But Jesus calmed them with the words, 
"Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid." Then Peter said, "Lord, if it is you, 
command me to come to you on the water."”  
 



Peter stands first of all for the Church across the ages. And here is the Church at its 
best, reaching out in confidence to Christ. The fruit of that confidence is participation 
in the Lord’s power: "Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water 
toward Jesus." Relying on our own power, we can do nothing. But relying on him, 
we can do anything. 
 
I love this Gospel scene. It tells us so much about God. God who is Jesus. It tells us 
so much about who we are, as people, and as the Church.  St Paul writes passionately 
today to the people of Rome that he would give up anything to get those people, right 
now, into the boat with him and with Peter- reminding them that all is possible 
because of Jesus. Let us like Paul, and like the disciples, once more bow down before 
him and say “Truly you are the Son of God”, asking for grace that we might truly 
invite his power to overwhelm us. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
Fr James and Fr Tom wish you a blessed Sunday.  Keep safe and well, and never hesitate to pick up 
the telephone and be in touch. See you in church I hope! Keep in close contact with the website for news 
of how practical plans are developing. 
 


