
Fr James’ homily for The Solemnity Christ the King 
 
First Reading:  Ezekiel: 34: 11-17 
Second Reading:     First Letter to the Corinthians 15:20-28 
Gospel:   Matthew 25:31-46 
 
What is the idea of Christ the King all about? What is this great image for? We could 
look at the great crucifix in St Gabriel’s, the “Christus Rex” image as it is known, and 
see there in the crowned figure of Jesus crucified, yet robed in priestly garments, the 
triumph of the Great High Priest. Or we could think of this last Sunday of our church 
year as the “crowning” of that year, drawing together all the themes and strands of the 
richness of our faith. All of this is true and valid, and there is much more besides. 
 
This year I think we do not feel particularly triumphant. To be honest, coming to the 
Solemnity of Christ the King I feel a sense of panic - where has this year gone? Where 
has life itself gone? Everything seems out of control! To counter this, I turn first to St 
Paul and the extraordinary statement of faith we read in the second reading - read it 
yourself today. It is important always to remind ourselves that God is faithful and 
Christ, risen from the dead, has won victory over all enemies. 
 
Mainly today I want to reflect on one aspect of the kingship of Christ. During the year 
I saw a new work by the icon writer Cristinel Paslaru (who made the icons of the Baptism of 
Christ in St Gabriel’s and of the Holy Trinity in St Bernard’s. There’s more news about Cristi in 
the Newsletter page of the website today.) The work I saw was of St Dismas, the “good 
thief” as he is known, who asks Jesus on the cross to “remember me when you come 
into your kingdom”. That’s the well-known translation, but Cristi used another in his 
work, quoting the Revised Standard text where Dismas says “Jesus, remember we 
when you come in your kingly power” (Luke:23:42) 
 
Yes, the kingdom of Christ is best thought of not as a territory or a location or 
measured in visible success, but as a personal force: the power of Christ must triumph 
in every part of me. The guerrilla snipers of sin putting up resistance must be 
neutralised. There is only one power who should rule in me - Jesus, but for me or 
anyone to accept this it cannot be an arbitrary or scary power, but a personal force of 
love and mercy. For, as Ezekiel says, it is God himself, in person, who will seek out 
and save his people. What we celebrate today is the power of Christ to transform me 
and you and every other part of creation if we allow his grace to know every part of 
us.  
 
Today’s feast was placed in the church’s year early in the 20th century, amidst the rise 
of the totalitarian philosophies and authorities demanding the obedience of mankind; 
and amidst the rise of “modern” man - who believes in his or her own absolute 



authority over himself or herself, seeing God as a sort of tyrant or at best an enabler 
of my own self-defined freedom. Rather, when Christ is allowed to rule in us, we 
become truly free; our wounds are bound up; our unity and harmony is restored. 
 
In other words, we end where the ministry of Jesus begins, with the call to conversion 
of life at every level. Not just doing the right thing, anyone can do that, but doing all 
for the sake of serving and loving Jesus.  The Gospel is worth much reflection. It 
might seem like the Kingdom of Christ is a reward for our own private virtue stacked 
up in compassionate works, but that is to get it precisely backwards.  
 
Our motivation to do what is right and compassionate must come from knowing our 
need of God, and seeing that need in all that God has made too.  We are surrounded 
by those who need simply feeding and clothing. But also who need friendship, 
guidance, even discipline and admonition. And each of us needs the same things too. 
St Dismas, crucified next to Jesus, did not know Jesus, he had just met him. But he 
allowed himself to be known, he surrendered all to Jesus and asked for his grace and 
“kingly power” to reign in him. This led him to a new, real kingdom. 
 
Amen. 
 
Fr James and Fr Tom wish you a blessed Sunday.  Keep safe and well, and never hesitate to pick up 
the telephone and be in touch. See you in church I hope! Keep in close contact with the website for news 
of how practical plans are developing. 
 
 
 
 


