
Fr James’ homily for The Second Sunday after Christmas 2021 
 
First Reading:  Ecclesiasticus 24:1-12 
Second Reading:     Ephesians 1:3-18 
Gospel:   John 1:1-18 
 
 
To speak only very briefly today. Despite everything I think that most have been able 
to feast a bit in the last ten days, the first ten days of Christmas (30 still to go so feast 
well!) The food at this time of year is frequently very rich. 
 
Guess what…so are the scriptures for this Sunday in these privileged first days of 
Christmas. In our culture, traditionally the first twelve days of Christmas are 
celebrated in a particular way, and so should we do. 
 
From Ecclesiasticus today, learn about true wisdom: that wisdom has existed from the 
beginning and shall remain for eternity and has found a place and pitched his tent in 
the midst of God’s people: this is Jesus, the child of Bethlehem. It is wisdom to know 
what God has done for you. 
 
St Paul tells the Church in Ephesus (where quite possibly Mary and John ended up on 
their earthly pilgrimage in the service of Christ) that God has chosen them (and he 
means all who follow Jesus) to be part of his life through and because of Jesus…and 
that the best is to come, that our life now is about unwrapping the unimagined 
richness of this great gift. Because of the mystery of Christmas we must always to be 
looking forward to new possibilities. 
  
And then for the third time in the last ten days Holy Church lays before us the 
awesome Gospel of St John Chapter One - telling us the mystery from before all time 
that God himself has “pitched his tent”, has made the tabernacle of his presence 
among us and made us his children. 
 
A lot of rich food to digest. As we turn towards grappling with the dull realities of a 
grim and rather daunting new year, I urge you to spend a little time savouring this rich 
food. 
 
And particularly today spend a little time preparing for the wonderful mystery of the 
Epiphany of the Lord that we celebrate on Wednesday, the twelfth day of Christmas. 
Come to worship that day if you can. In the journey of the Magi to Jesus we see all 
the spiritual life laid out before us: we must be attentive to the signs of the times and 
pay attention to the call God makes to us. We must feed and nurture our conscience 
so that we are able to take action in answer to his call, and that the moment we 



resolve to know God, the reality is that we will face opposition from within and 
without. That we must not hold back anything of our lives from God but make him a 
gift of it all…and to know that nobody who meets with Jesus can go on in life the 
same way, but must “return home by another way”. 
 
So, in the scriptures for today and for Wednesday there is much to reflect and feed on 
- and there is even more to do. Come, let us worship the new born King! 
 
Amen. 
 
Fr James and Fr Tom wish you a blessed Sunday.  Keep safe and well, and never hesitate to pick up 
the telephone and be in touch. See you in church I hope! Keep in close contact with the website for news 
of how practical plans are developing. 
 
 
 
 


