
Fr James’ homily for The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 2021 
 
First Reading:  The prophet Job 7:1-7 
Second Reading:     First Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians: 9:16-23 
Gospel:   Mark 1:29-39 
 
In today’s Gospel we are told what is most true in the world: all are looking for Jesus. 
This is true of everybody in every way. The point of life is to understand that he is 
who we are looking for. That is our job as disciples of the Lord, to enable all people 
to recognise that the answer to all their searching and longing and restlessness is Jesus. 
 
The Book of Job today describes that restlessness in us in maybe a perfect description 
of the Lockdown experience! St Paul describes the necessary response to this: that in 
all things we must preach the Gospel; tell the Good News of Jesus risen from the 
dead. “Telling Good news” was a loaded phrase for him to use. To the Jews it meant 
the sort of thing that Isaiah prophecies: “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of him 
to brings Good News…of liberty to captives” in those familiar Advent words. To the non-
Jewish audience, “Telling Good News” was the phrase used by the Emperors of 
Rome, who sent out “Evangelists” to tell of victories for the Emperor. 
 
The Good News that drives St Paul on is that a great victory has been won that brings 
real freedom to those bound in all the captivity that Job expresses - i.e. that Jesus is 
risen from the dead - our Sunday proclamation. On the Cross all human misery 
descends upon Jesus, and in the resurrection God has won the victory over all that 
bedevils us…and it is good to include all the miseries of Covid and Lockdown into 
that! Then, as if to underline how absolutely imperative is the need to tell this news, 
Paul describes himself dramatically as a slave to this need in a slavery that is true 
freedom. 
 
Here is the challenge to each of us followers of Jesus, individually yes, but the 
challenge cannot be met as individuals but together as the Church: that every part of 
my life must be about declaring this victory of God in the resurrection of Jesus. 
 
Paul says that he must find a way to make sense to everyone; a way to welcome all. 
Think of the great Jesuit missionaries. Francis Xavier dressed himself as an ordinary 
Indian to talk to the great crowds of people. His later colleague Matteo Ricci knew 
that to be taken seriously in the Chinese imperial court he would have to dress as a 
Chinese holy man. Yes, all of us have to find a way to make sense to outsiders that 
allows them to come to the Lordship of Christ and to conversion. 
 
In the Gospel today Jesus is going about his preaching, which means healing as well as 
teaching, for he has come to be the healing which will be made real in resurrection. 



This is the context for the disciples saying, as I started this homily, that “everybody is 
looking for you”. His reaction? To say “Let’s go elsewhere…!” Odd? No, in eternal terms 
Jesus says what is true: he is the healing, but the work with those who are looking for 
him is left with us as he goes ahead to where he is needed. 
 
It is both exhilarating and daunting, and a bit shaming, to remind ourselves that the 
main point of us as Church and as disciples of the Lord out there in our society is to 
enable people to come to Jesus. To do this not as professional evangelisers like 
Francis Xavier, probably, but as people trying to be friends with Jesus through every 
aspect of who we are and the quality of our moral lives. (In the end the Book of Job is 
about a man growing in friendship with God in every possible circumstance, and 
especially the bad ones.) 
 
For every baptised person to find ways to show their friendship with Jesus - that is 
our meaning, but this way of life needs the communal, being-together of the Church 
as a necessary source and support, as well as our individual effort. It has been said that 
if you start each day praying about how this day I can help another to know Jesus, 
then this prayer will truly change your life, and bring us healing. 
Amen. 
 
Fr James and Fr Tom wish you a blessed Sunday.  Keep safe and well, and never hesitate to pick up 
the telephone and be in touch. See you in church I hope! Keep in close contact with the website for news 
of how practical plans are developing. 
 
 
 
 


