
Fr James’ homily  
for the Fourth Sunday of Easter 2021 
 
First Reading:  Acts of the Apostles 4:8-12 
Second Reading:     First Letter of St John 3:1-2 
Gospel:   John 10: 11-18 
 
Today is known as “Good Shepherd Sunday”. It is the day we pray especially for 
particular vocations to the priesthood, to the shepherding of the church. (Here is a link 
to a promotional video from our diocese to share with any young men for whom it might be relevant). 
 
In the scriptures today we always hear Jesus talking of the meaning of the Good 
Shepherd. But also we see St Peter, the Chief Shepherd, embodied for us today in 
Pope Francis, doing the basic job of the shepherd: preaching the basic message of the 
resurrection. 
 
Now, as you read and listen to that first reading from the Acts of the Apostles today 
you might think that it is uncomfortably not politically correct, saying in clear terms 
that only in Jesus can anybody, anywhere, anytime, find salvation. This very much 
goes against the prevailing culture of non-judgement and of inclusivity; of saying “you 
have your truth and I have mine and that’s all ok” St Peter clearly says that such a 
fuzzy way of thinking is no good. Such scriptures have, lamentably, been used to 
sanction violence and confrontation and therefore, we are told, should be discounted. 
 
This is Holy Scripture. We don’t discount it, or overlook it, or worse, edit it because it 
is uncomfortable for us. Rather we let it speak to us and let the Holy Spirit work on us 
to change us, that the fullness of the meaning of Jesus the Good Shepherd might 
shine through. 
 
First and always we must proclaim in all that we are in the world that Jesus, crucified 
and risen, is different from everything else. Only he makes the claim of being God-
with-us. Only Jesus demands a choice of us that excludes all other claims. What St 
Peter is saying is the simple truth: that in Jesus we are offered the fullness of God’s 
life that is not available anywhere else, and is what God has made all things for. 
 
Does this justify any form of imperialism or sense of entitlement? Not at all. A good 
way to think of this, as expounded for the modern world by the Catholic Church at 
the Second Vatican Council in the 1960s is this: Jesus says “I am the light of the 
world.” All of us see by that light, just as all of us see by the light of the sun, whoever 
we are. But in different circumstances we see better or worse, partially or clearly. 
Anyone, of any religion or none, who seeks for what is right and good, is seeing by 
the light of Christ. The point is to recognise that. If that seems condescending to non-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nP_u0A3S-q0


Christians, well, that can’t be avoided. The job of the Church, from St Peter on, is to 
find a way of proclaiming the fullness of God’s life and love - who is Jesus - in a way 
that leads others on, that does not exclude them, but which does not compromise on 
the truth either. We have an expression for the latter: the blind leading the blind. 
 
So all the baptised share in this vocation to “shepherd” God’s creation towards the 
care of the Good Shepherd, Jesus, the fullness of everything and especially the 
fullness of friendship with and knowledge of God. 
 
God is calling you to be friends with Jesus in every circumstance: perhaps though 
being married and raising a family; perhaps through single life and witness; perhaps 
through bearing a hardship; perhaps through using a particular talent fully. One way 
to be friends with Jesus is in the particular shepherd calling of the priesthood - not a 
better way or a superior way or an exclusive way - just one particular and necessary 
way to the life of the whole. As each of us tries to find our own way of being friends 
with the Lord, so it will be easier for those whom Jesus is calling to be his priests to 
be able to hear and answer his call. This vision too is part of the Easter proclamation 
of the Resurrection of Jesus. 
 
Amen. 
 
Fr James and Fr Tom wish you a blessed Sunday.  Keep safe and well, and never hesitate to pick up 
the telephone and be in touch. See you in church I hope! Keep in close contact with the website for news 
of how practical plans are developing. 
 


