
Fr James’ homily  
for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 2021 
 
First Reading:  Acts of the Apostles 9:26-31 
Second Reading:     First Letter of St John 3: 18-24 
Gospel:   John 15: 1-8 
 
Four lessons from Saint Paul: 
 

As the weeks of Easter go on, what we read in the scriptures are in a way like the 
ripples spreading out in a pond from the stone dropped in the centre - which is the 
resurrection of Jesus. Today in Acts Chapter 9 we read part of the story of the 
conversion of St Paul. Paul is arguably the most influential figure in the faith after the 
Lord Jesus. We read from his writings almost every Sunday. So, his story has much to 
tell us about living the Easter life. 
 
Paul, or rather Saul is he then is, was I need not remind you perhaps the earliest and 
the most efficient persecutor of the Church. He was a dangerous man and about as 
far from being a follower of Jesus as it is possible to get. He was utterly changed! 
 

Lesson One: Never give up; always be aware of our need of mercy. Look at what 
Jesus did in the life of Saul…what to can he do with us if we are open to him? 
 
Understandably we hear straight away that nobody trusted Saul; that the Jerusalem 
Church was very suspicious of him. Is he a plant? Then, however, we hear that 
Barnabas takes responsibility for Saul and looks after him, as he does again later in 
Acts. The name Barnabas is a nickname, meaning “Son of Encouragement”. 
 

Lesson Two: We are never in the faith alone. Paul’s experience of Christ is 
personal but his living the Christian life is always communal. Look out for the signs 
God puts in our path, for those who are instrumental in making our friendship with 
Jesus possible. 
 
Then we hear that Paul/Saul started preaching and debating any way he could. Today 
no doubt he would be an internet professional or blogger. 
 

Lesson Three: Our faith is for sharing. It is not easy to tell of our faith, but I 
would suggest it is not as difficult as we make it out to be. Certainly we must accept 
that our faith is not supposed to be kept to ourselves. We live in a society that tells us 
to keep these things private, but we must look for every chance to tell others that we 
are for Christ…living in that spirit will transform us. 
 
Last we read that Paul is sent off to his home town to put down his Christian roots. 
Acts tells us that this part of his life lasted ten years! 



Lesson Four: everything we do must be by the discipline of the Church. This is 
the meaning of the word Catholic: that which is held everywhere, by every culture, 
from the beginning. All we do for Jesus takes place within that context and under that 
authority. We are servants in need of teaching. Without that discipline Paul’s life and 
career would probably have been short and we would not know of him today. As it 
was he needed that time and framework to think through what awesome things had 
happened to him. All his wisdom, for our eternal benefit, comes from that. 
 
We are beginning this Easter to think about what comes next; about how we can 
restart and reform parish life after the Covid disaster - presuming of course we are 
now coming out of the nightmare. These lessons, and of course the explosion of 
Easter that gives them life and meaning, are good places to start our rebuilding. First 
things first - and to conclude therefore I commend to you the bishops’ letter The 
Day of the Lord  available from church today and from this website. 
 
Amen. 
 
Fr James and Fr Tom wish you a blessed Sunday.  Keep safe and well, and never hesitate to pick up 
the telephone and be in touch. See you in church I hope! Keep in close contact with the website for news 
of how practical plans are developing. 
 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/harrowsouth/wp-content/uploads/sites/206/2021/04/Day-of-the-Lord-220421.pdf

