
Fr James’ homily for Pentecost Sunday 2021 
 
First Reading:  Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 
Second Reading:     Letter of St Paul to the Galatians 5:16-25 
Gospel:   John 15:26 - 16:15 
 
 
Happy Pentecost! The fiftieth day after the Day of Resurrection, and after nine days 
of prayer for the Holy Spirit, comes this great feast day so often considered the 
“birthday” of the Church. So, offering our intentions of prayer today and letting the 
scriptures speak to us by the power of the Spirit, it is right today just to reflect, in our 
weakened and apprehensive current state, who are we? Who is the Church. (The cynic 
in me always smiles when I get a ‘phone call with the introduction “I’m a member of your church.” It 
usually means someone who in reality has very little to do with the parish!) 
 
Every Sunday and Holy Day we say in the Creed: “I believe in One, Holy, Catholic 
and Apostolic Church.” These four characteristics are the gifts of God the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost, and should be the mark of each one of us as they are of the Church into 
which we were grafted at Baptism.  
 
How painful it is for us to read in Acts today that they were all in one room! How we 
would like that to be true this morning, and still for a little while yet will not be 
possible for us. The followers of Jesus were gathered, united in prayer. How are we 
“one?” Today graphically by taking time to pray, wherever we are, by offering our 
intentions for prayer, by making little sacrifices of intercession, by all reading the same 
scriptures, by taking part in an on-line act of worship and thinking as one. That’s hard 
work. As Catholics we don’t come to God just individually, but always as part of a 
whole. It is the old paradox of faith, and thus evidence of the work of God: we lay 
aside one form of independence and individuality, to find our true unique selves. That 
so many followers of Jesus are divided from the Church is always a tragedy, for it 
means the cause of drawing all creation into unity is weakened.  
 
Ask God the Holy Spirit to make you ever more one with the Church. Study the faith. 
Worship hard! For our oneness does not mean a lack of diversity: there are so many 
ways of Catholic spirituality, charisms, pathways to holiness etc. etc. 
 
What, next does it mean to be holy? It means to be filled with the Holy Spirit, as God 
intends. (Same old paradox: give away illusory freedom and find real freedom). At 
Pentecost this love of the Father for the Son, which is another way of speaking of the 
Spirit, fills all the disciples. Friends, you and I exist to make ourselves and others holy! 
We mark out the lives of the publically recognised saints, and ask their help, still half 
thinking they are different and not like us. We are supposed to follow them. Ask the 



Holy Spirit today for the courage to accept the way to holiness, and reverence the 
sacraments, the tools of holiness. (Our enforced separation from Reconciliation, from 
Holy Communion, and the other sacraments at this time is something we can use to 
deepen our love of God’s way of grace.) 
 
Be Catholic. The term Catholic does not describe one “denomination” of Christians. 
We ARE the Church, and the Church is Catholic, from Greek words “kata” and 
“holos” meaning according to the whole. It is wonderful that who we are is intended 
to stretch from end to end of God’s creation. What we profess is what was professed 
at Pentecost, beautifully unwrapped over the ages, with more unwrapping still to 
come. The bursting forth from the upper room on this day is a lovely image, but also 
a very simple fact. 
 
Be Apostolic. Apostles are ones sent. We depend on that chain of discipleship from 
the first twelve, symbolically passing that special grace into our bishops, but for all of 
us to own that we have a mission to enable all people to meet with the risen Jesus.  
That mission is not a specialised task - it means just trying to live well in all the things 
that make up our faith. People will notice that! So to end on a more serious note - let 
us pray today that all members of the Church accept this calling. (I mean member not 
as an expression on individual ownership, as when we say “I can come in here 
because I’m a member,” but in the sense that we are unique but necessary parts of a 
whole, as a finger or an eye are members of a body. We spread the faith in many ways. 
For example we still in this country have valued schools, but they are often weak. 
They have a distinct ethos, but Catholic schools will only serve the call of Jesus if they 
are staffed by Catholics who live out their faith at one with the Church, in holiness 
and with the whole. That’s just one example. 
 
Today is a day to celebrate. Thank God for calling you into being to serve Him and 
share His life. Ask for all the power and the gifts of the Holy Spirit to move and 
change each one of us as is so necessary. In isolation, let us be at one in that. Alleluia!   
 
Amen. 
 
Fr James and Fr Tom wish you a blessed ending to the Easter season.  Keep safe and 
well, and never hesitate to pick up the telephone and be in touch.  
 


