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NEWS 
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY                                    2 NOVEMBER  2025 

 

OUR PARISH NEWS 

 

 

ALTAR SERVICE TRAINING: Anyone who has received their first Holy 

Communion is welcome to become an altar server in our     parish. The 

most important characteristic for an altar server is the ability to be 

invisible. There will be a training for all altar servers on this Saturday 

1st November at St Gabriel’s Church at 11 am. We invite all those 

who are interested to come and serve the Lord.  

 

PARIS MASS BOOK: On November 30th 2025 we celebrate the first 

Sunday of Advent. We will begin a new liturgical year A. We will be    

changing the Parish Mass book to the year A volume 1. We invite your 

contributions as we need to buy 200 books for both Churches. We will 

have a second collection on THIS weekend 01/02 November. Thank you 

for your generosity. 

  

PARISH LUNCH: Here’s the new plan to find a way to do a Parish bring-and-share 

lunch: Mark the date Sunday November 23rd 2025. The Sunday is the Christ the King 

feast to end the liturgical year which seems like a good date to have a gathering. BUT 

DEVOTIONS 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:   St Gabriel’s:  Monday 10.30am - 11.00am 

                                                                 St Bernard’s:  Thursday 10.30am - 11.00am    

                          Saturday 10.30am - 11.00am 

Devotion to Sacred Heart of Jesus (First Friday only):  St Gabriel’s: 10.30am - 11.00am  

Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary (First Saturday only)  

                                                                                                    St Bernard’s 10.30am - 11.30am 

Holy Rosary:     Monday - Friday: after Mass  

Morning Prayer of the Church:  Monday - Friday at 9.40am before Mass 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Prayer Group:  St Bernard’s: Monday 6.30pm.   
  

November is the month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory  

LAST WEEK OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: (£1,152.45) 

Thank you for your generosity and commitment.   
  

 
  

 

Thank you for your generosity and commitment.   
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- this depends on all of us. Can you help organize and make it happen? Please contact 

the Parish Office now to register your interest in      helping. THANK YOU.  

  

FEAST OF THE CHIRST THE KING WITH YOUTH: On this Jubilee year 2025, as we 

celebrate the WORLD YOUTH DAY on the feast of Christ the King November 23rd 

2025 is a special celebration dedicated to the young people of the world! We invite 

our parish youth to come forward to participate the Eucharist celebration meaningfully 

by offering themselves during the celebration by reading, serving, bringing gifts and 

every way possible. We invite youth talents in our parish lunch where youth can 

come to play music, or dance and to bring out their talents. Please call the parish office 

to register your name. 

  

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS:  SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER: is All Saints’ Day and, of course 

for us a Holy Day of Obligation. The times of Mass that day in the parish will be the 

usual for Sundays.  

  

CELEBRATE THE SAINTS, NOT “HALLOWEEN”: “The Eve of All Hallows” on 31st 

October should be for us a time of preparation for the great Feast 

Day. It is increasingly important that Catholics DO NOT get involved 

in “Halloween” activities, which celebrate the opposite. Put a candle 

and a holy picture in your window. Have a kids party and dress up as 

your patron saints. Celebrate our faith. Don’t aimlessly follow the 

herd, but “Be in the world, not of the world” to paraphrase the Gospels and St Paul, for 

“You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14). 

  

COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED: MONDAY 3 

NOVEMBER: Mass for All Souls’ Day will be offered at 10.00am at St 

Gabriel’s.  

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION SESSION FOR CHILDREN: All registered 

First Holy Communion children will have a session on MONDAY 3rd     

November 2025 from 6pm to 7pm at St Bernard’s Church Hall. We 

request all parents to bring their children on time.  

  

HOLY CONFIRMATION SESSION FOR CHILDREN: All confirmation            

candidates will have their session on MONDAY 3rd October 2024 

from 7pm to 8pm at St Gabriel’s Church Hall. Children need to bring 

bible and their attendance form to be signed by the catechist.  
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OUR PARISH YOUTH GROUPS MEETING: Youth group meetings will be on coming 

Saturday 8th November 2025 at St Gabriel’s Church Hall. We will have three different 

youth groups: Hope & Faith group age 8-17 at 10am to 11am. Charity Young adults 

18-35 after 6pm mass at 7-8pm. 

  

 

NOVEMBER: MONTH OF HOLY SOULS: The Commemoration of all the Faithful 

Departed (All Souls’ Day) on Monday 3 November will commence the 

month of prayer for the Holy Souls.  You are invited to take an envelope 

from the back of church in which you can put a list of your deceased 

family and friends and enclose any offering you can make for the 

offering of Mass.  You can return this envelope to either the Parish 

Office, the Presbytery, or to one of the boxes kept by the altar during 

November. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered throughout November for 

the repose of the souls of those so remembered. 

 

CATECHESIS: INFORMATION AND NEWS 
 

BAPTISM of INFANTS: Expectant parents, or parents of new-born children 

are asked to register your name by calling parish office for baptism class.  

After attending the baptism class, you can contact Fr Raja after the Sunday 

Mass or send an email in order to know next steps to arrange Baptism. 

 

RCIA PROGRAMME: Our parish runs RCIA programme for those adults 

who want to be baptised and to be received into full communion with the 

Church. We have weekly classes for them. If you are interested, please 

meet the parish priest to be accepted for the sessions.  
  

  

ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO TO HER, O LORD! 
 

MARY BRIDGET SPROAT (RIP): Mary Bridget was one of our parishioners who died 

on 18th September 2025. Her funeral mass will be on Friday 7th November 2025 at St 

Bernard’s Church at 11.30am. Please keep her in your prayers.   
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SAFE ENVIRONMENT: As we are required to provide safe environment for all to 

worship in our parish. Please parents do not let your children (below 18 years) to use 

the toilet facilities unattended.  

THIS SUNDAY’S REFLECTION: TRUR HOLINESS IN HUMILITY 
 

For thirty-five years Paul Cezanne lived in obscurity producing masterpieces that he gave 

away to unsuspecting neighbours. So great was his love for his work that he never gave a 

thought to achieving recognition nor did he suspect that someday he would be looked upon 

as the father of modern painting. 

He owes his fame to a Paris dealer who chanced upon some of his paintings, put some of 

them together and presented the world of art with the first Cezanne exhibition. The world 

was astonished to discover the presence of a master. 

The master was just as astonished. He arrived at the art gallery leaning on the arm of his 

son and could not contain his amazement when he saw his paintings on display. 

Turning to his son he said. “Look, they have framed them!”   

Holiness, like greatness, is unself-conscious.  
- Prayer of the Frog-Tony de Mello 

                 

First reading: Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14.  Revelation offers a vision of a vast, victorious 

multitude clothed in white, praising God. John's vision of a "great multitude, which no 

one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language" points to the universal 

nature of God's kingdom where humble are exalted.   

 

Second reading: 1 John 3:1-3. John's letter assures us of our potential to be called 

children of God. Our goal is to be like God: ‘we shall be like him, because we shall see 

him as he is.’ Thus, John invites us to be pure, as God is pure, and to live in hope of seeing 

Him face-to-face.  

 

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12a. Jesus give us the beatitudes to live a saintly life as we 

celebrate All saints. The world parallels happiness with wealth, but Jesus tells us that a 

life of mercy, purity, and love that is a foretaste of eternal life and a path to becoming 

like God.  

 

Today’s scripture passages reveal that we are called to be children of God living the 

beatitudes as Saints inspire us with their examples. John’s vision of hope reminds us that 

this suffering has a purpose and that our perseverance will be met with eternal glory. 

This hope can sustain us through our trials. Let us trust in God’s mercy in our humility.  

  

  

 



5 
 

 

SVP SUPPORT CLUB: Our parish SVP (St Vincent de Paul) conference members will be 

available to support our parishioners on last Saturdays of the month: this 

month Saturday 29th November 2025 at St Gabriel’s Church from 

12Noon to1 pm. Anyone with any need (want to talk to; or asking to fill 

some forms; go for extra mile; any help, etc.) can meet the SVP members 

who will be available at St Gabriel’s Church Hall.  

 

THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR NOVEMBER:  - For the prevention 

of suicide - Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal thoughts might find 

the support, care, and love they need in their community, and be open to the beauty 

of life. 

 

GABRIEL’S TABLE TENNIS CLUB: The sessions are on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays at 7 to 9pm at St Gabriel’s Church Hall. We have 

started table tennis for youth and children on Saturdays 1pm to 

3pm. During funerals and hall hired by parishioners, we will not 

have table tennis games. Come and enjoy the game! 

 

"St Gabriel’s Youth Table Tennis Club": The St Gabriel's 

Youth Tennis Club is now up and running with regular 

attendance  by children and parents from both our churches 

and the Harrow Deanery parish churches. Its wonderful to 

see how engaging and enthusiastic the children are in 

taking up this sport. 

Well done children 

and more are always 

welcome to the club. 

We invite parents to 

send young one to 

learn and have a group of friends to play 

together and build a community of youth. As 

you know the benefits of TT, exercise, mentally 

and physically, building friendships, team 

building when playing doubles,  etc. 
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DEVOTION TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY: On the 13th May 1917, Our 

Lady first mentioned devotion to her Immaculate Heart to 

the children of Fatima saying “You have seen hell, where 

souls of poor sinners go.  To save them God wishes to 

establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate Heart.  If 

what I say to you is done, many souls will be saved and 

there will be peace.” On the 10th December 1925, Our Lady 

appeared to Lucia detailing how devotion to her 

Immaculate Heart was to be practiced. Confession, Rosary, Mass and Meditation are 

the 4 requirements to fulfil the devotion.  

 

Four Practices to fulfil the Five First Saturday’s Devotion: 

1)    Confession: Make a good confession.  the Sacrament of Penance helps us to 

prepare us to receive fruitfully a Communion of reparation, removing those obstacles 

to our love for Jesus and Mary”.      

2. Communion.  You should attend Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion with the 

intention of offering reparation for the offences against Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart. 

3. Devote recitation and meditation on the Mysteries of the Rosary: in Our Lady’s 

company: “You can do this any time on the First Saturday. If possible, a special time to 

do this is after Mass and receiving Holy Communion.  

4. Reparation: All of the conditions mentioned above – in numbers 1 to 3 – should be 

fulfilled with the intention of making reparation to the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary.  These minimum requirements for fulfilling the conditions of Our Lady’s promise 

to obtain for us “at the hour of death the graces necessary for salvation.” We have first 

Saturdays’ devotion to the Immaculate Mary at St Bernard’s Church at 10am.  

 

BE AWARE OF EMAIL FRAUDSTERS: There is a rise in scam emails targeting our 

parishioners. These emails impersonate the parish priest, often using a similar email 

name and masking the real email address. They typically request the recipient to 

purchase Amazon or other gift cards as gifts for the priest. 

Never to purchase gift cards as gifts for the parish priest, based on an email request, 

unless they have verified the request directly in person or through a trusted means. 

Please double-check any suspicious email by directly contacting the parish office. 

Please avoid sharing personal or financial information in response to unsolicited emails. 

 

SOME FINANCE MATTERS:  

1) DONATE BY STANDING ORDER: Would you consider donating your offering by 

Standing Order instead of cash? If so, there’s a form in the foyer or just ask for advice 

from the office or the clergy. Standing Orders make it easier to keep track of your 
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outgoings, easier for the parish to plan what our income is, and easier and more secure 

as we handle less cash. 

2)CONTACTLESS MACHINES:  

We would like to invite parishioners to use our contactless (DONA) machine for your 

contributions. The contactless machine is working with Wi-Fi changes. You can 

contribute your offertory now with Dona app. Thank you to everyone for your 

commitment and generosity.  

3. GIFT-AID YOUR DONATION:  

If you notice on our parish finance report 2024 52% of our donation were not gift-

aided, the parish could have received another £20000 for your donation through gift-

aid declaration.  We would like to invite parishioners gift aid your donation by declaring 

a gift-aid form available at the parish office. You can also declare when you donate 

through DONA machine by writing your details 

 

MISSION RED BOXES THANK YOU!: In 2024 our parish raised £3,138.67 through our 

Rex Boxes and including individuals giving directly. This is part of a worldwide network 

of people supporting missionaries through prayer and financial 

assistance. We have been supporting world mission, providing 

missionaries with the spiritual and material support they need to 

enable local people to build and sustain their own faith communities. 

Visit missio.org.uk to find more about how your support changes lives for the better. 

Red Boxes are available from the Parish Office or from the Sacristy at St Bernard’s.  

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS & CHURCH OPENING HOURS:  

Parish office hours: only on Mon, Wed, Fri from 9am to 2pm.  

Church opening hours: The church will be opened for prayers, during the Parish office 

hours and also on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10am to 3pm. 

Of your charity, pray for the souls of those whose anniversaries 
occur at this time, among them: 

 
Terezinha Monteiro; Florence Weekly; Patrick Lavin; Jack Conway; Joseph 

Vincent Braganza; Tony Griffin; Mary Madden; Angie Broughton; Adrian Cook;  

Mary Quinn; Fintan McManamon; Anna Byrne; Suella Belinda Lobo; Nicola 

Margaret Smith; Bernard Furzer; Ann Molloy; John Agan; Rodolfo Tiu; Clara 

Silva Rosa; Raphael Dominic Gondo; Tara & Peter Tanty; Rosario Victor 

Fernandes; Arthur Gaggidon; Mary Brew Scannell; Yogi Charles; Tommie Kelly; 

Clifford Timoney; Josephine Chukwuka. 
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OTHER NEWS  

A DAY WITH MARY is taking place at Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 8 November 

2025 (9.45am to 5.00pm). Further information is available at 

https://www.adaywithmary.org/  or https://eventcatholic.com/ 

 

VACANCIES: 

WESTMINSTER DIOCESE HUMAN RESOURCES: 
For further details, please visit https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/  
 

Job Title Department Name Closing date 

Electrical Engineer Health & Safety 03/11/2025 

Relief Receptionist Vaughan House 

Administration 

06/11/2025 

Catechetical Coordinator Cricklewood 07/11/2025 

Receptionist & Administrative Assistant University Chaplaincy 11/11/2025 

Parish Cleaner Millwall 24/11/2025 
 

THE SACRED HEART LANGUAGE COLLEGE AT WEALDSTONE – School Places for the 

Autumn Term 2025: there is a limited number of vacancies for next term (September 

2025).  If you are seeking an Outstanding Catholic Education for your child, please email 

admissions@tshlc.harrow.sch.uk  to make an appointment to see the school. Further 

information is available on the school website: www.tshlc.harrow.sch.uk 

 

SCHOOL OPENINGS: 

St Michael's Catholic Grammar School - Consultation on Admissions Arrangements 

2027/28 The Governing Body invite your views on the consultation of our Admissions 

Policy 2027/28.  Further information on the proposed changes can be found on our 

website Consultation on admission arrangements 2027/28.  The consultation period 

will commence on 20 October and finish on 2 December 2025.  All views should be 

submitted to admissions@st-michaels.barnet.sch.uk by the closing date. 

 

GUNNERSBURY CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Sixth Form Open Evening TUESDAY 4TH 

NOVEMBER 2025 5.00pm – 7.00pm The Ride, Boston Manor Road, Brentford, Middlesex 

TW8 9LB www.gunnersbury.com To register and for further information visit our 

website: www.gunnersbury.com 

 

Taizé Pilgrimage for Young Adults (aged 18-35) in Paris with the Assumption group 

from 28 Dec 2025 to 1 Jan 2026. The Taizé European Meeting is a "Pilgrimage of trust 

https://eventcatholic.com/
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/
http://www.tshlc.harrow.sch.uk/
http://www.gunnersbury.com/
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on Earth" gathering thousands of young people for prayer, reflection, and community. 

Cost: €110 + travel. Register by 15th November, for more information visit 

www.assumpta-eu.org/taize-pilgrimage. Email rebecca@assumpta-eu.org 

 

JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE ADVENT SERVICE AND RECEPTION: Monday 1st 

December, 7:00pm – Farm Street Church, W1K 3AH. As we begin our preparations for 

Advent and reflect on the Holy Family’s flight into exile, join the Jesuit Refugee Service 

for an evening of carols and a special performance by their refugee music group. 

 

SPUC MEETING at Our Lady and St Thomas of Canterbury Church: The Society for 

the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) is holding a meeting at Our Lady and St 

Thomas of Canterbury Church, 22 Roxborough Park, Harrow-on-the-Hill, HA1 3BE, on 

Saturday 15th November 2025, at 3 p.m.   

In this meeting, SPUC will focus on current pro-life campaigns, including the serious 

threats of abortion decriminalisation and assisted suicide, which are currently before 

Parliament. All are welcome to attend.  

Representatives from SPUC Harrow branch will also be present. Please come along to 

find out how you can get involved in this area.  

For further information please contact SPUC Development Officer, Katherine Hampton, 

on 01892 542616 or katherinehampton@spuc.org.uk. 

 

CMA ANNUAL CONFERENCE: Saturday 22 – Sunday 23 November 2025. Our Catholic 

Medical Association’s (CMA) conference this year explores “How to practise ethically in 

an increasingly secular, post-Christian healthcare environment.” Speakers include 

Bishop Paul Mason, Bishop John Keenan, and several experienced Catholic doctors. 

More details and programme: catholicmedicalassociation.org.uk/event Cost: £40 

(Students £20, payable at the door) 

 

STOP ASSISTED SUICIDE - further action needed! 

As the assisted suicide Bill progresses through the Lords, Peers have made it clear that 

receiving physical letters will have the most influence at this stage of the process. Right 

To Life UK has launched a new EasyAction tool that creates a personalised letter to be 

sent in the post to a Peer highlighting a key concern with the Bill, selects a Peer to 

receive it, and customises the letter so that it is addressed from you. 

Please take action now and visit www.righttolife.org.uk/aspeersletter to send a 

letter to Peers asking them to oppose assisted suicide. 

 

JUBILEE DAYS FOR CATECHISTS: These are scheduled to take place through this 

Jubilee Year, Pilgrims of Hope, in each Pastoral Area of the Diocese and are being hosted 

mailto:rebecca@assumpta-eu.org
mailto:katherinehampton@spuc.org.uk
http://www.righttolife.org.uk/aspeersletter
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by four of the designated Jubilee Churches. Each day will run from 10:00am – 4:00pm, 

and the dates and venues are as follows: 

Saturday 15th November: Hertfordshire with Bishop Paul at Our Lady Queen of Apostles, 

Welwyn Garden City. 

 

UPPER ROOM LEADERSHIP PROGRAMME 2025-26.  Organised by Westminster 

Youth Ministry, the programme is aimed at 18-30 year olds interested in leading a 

parish youth group.  Starting in October 2025, the year-long programme will 

accompany future leaders on their journey of faith and equip them with the necessary 

practical skills such as activities planning, safeguarding training, public speaking and 

more.  The entire programme concludes with an opportunity to participate in the 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes as chaplains to the Redcaps, and hopefully 

establishing/leading a regular parish youth group beforehand.  There is no cost of 

joining the programme but parish priest’s recommendation is required. More 

information at https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/outreach/upper-room-leadership-

programme/   

 

WESTMINSTER DIOCESE ANNUAL REPORT & ACCOUNTS 2023: A copy is available 

in the Parish Office, and a summary at the back of church. If you wish to read further 

the details financial report for the diocese, and an activity report, see the poster in 

church for a QR code link, or visit www.rcdow.org.uk/about-us. 

  

 

You can make a donation to the parish by scanning the QR code or 

making a card payment on the card machine at the entrance of both 

of our churches. 

https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/outreach/upper-room-leadership-programme/
https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/outreach/upper-room-leadership-programme/
http://www.rcdow.org.uk/about-us

