NEWS
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 19 APRIL 2026

OUR PARISH NEWS

DEVOTIONS

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: St Gabriel's: Monday 10.30am - 11.00am

St Bernard's: Thursday 10.30am - 11.00am

Saturday 10.30am - 11.00am
Devotion to Sacred Heart of Jesus (First Friday only): St Gabriel's: 10.30am - 11.00am
Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary (First Saturday only)
St Bernard's 10.30am - 11.30am

Holy Rosary: Monday - Friday: after Mass
Morning Prayer of the Church: Monday - Friday at 9.40am before Mass
Our Lady Queen of Peace Prayer Group: St Bernard's: Monday 6.30pm.

April is the month of prayer to Blessed Sacrament

EASTER OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: £1121.54
Thank you for your generosity and commitment.

A HAPPY, BLESSED AND JOYFUL EASTER TO YOU ALL!

Thank you! On behalf of our parish clergy Fr Raja and Fr Alexis, for all of your cards,
greetings, offerings and your prayers during Holy Week and Easter Week.

THANK YOU also for all the offerings made at Easter. These go a long way to paying for
the priestly ministry to the parish for the entire year and all you offer is very deeply
appreciated. Thanks indeed for all this generosity.

PARISH LUNCH. MARK THE DATE: Here's the new plan to find a way to do a Parish
bring-and-share lunch: Mark the date: Sunday April 19th 2026. We gather this Sunday
to celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection, EASTER: the centre of Christianity. BUT - this
depends on all of us. Can you help organize and make it happen? Please contact the
Parish Office now to register your interest in helping. THANK YOU.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CHILDREN & PARENTS SESSION: All our First

Holy Communion children will have a session on Monday April 20" April ==
2026 at St Bernard's Church Hall from 6.15pm to 7.15pm. At the same time, {//
parents’ session will be at the Church. =




SYCAMORE FAITH GROUP NEXT MEETING: The group will next meet on Monday 20
April 2026 at St Gabriel’s Hall, 7pm for food and then meeting at 7.30pm. for an hour or
so. Sycamore is a resource designed to help us come to ask questions about Catholic Faith
and talk about aspects of the faith. All are welcome.

YOUTH PRAISE AND WORSHIP: Our youth group will gather to do praise and worship
after the 6pm mass on coming Saturday 25th April 2026 at 7pm at St Gabriel’s Church Hall.
All youth of the parish are most welcome.

PRIEST TRANING FUND - Next Weekend

On Good Shepherd Sunday, there will be a second collection for the Priest Training Fund.
This fund plays a crucial role in supporting men who are discerning and preparing for the
priesthood. Their formation includes academic study, spiritual development, and pastoral
training — all of which are essential for their future ministry. As we reflect on Christ as the
Good Shepherd, we are reminded that He continues to call shepherds for His Church today.
Please keep our seminarians and those considering this calling in your prayers. Next
weekend, you will have the opportunity to support this important work. Thank you for your
generosity.

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES(2026-27): are available now to collect from the Parish
Office (St Gabriel's), should you for any reason not have collected yours. Any queries
about this please ask the clergy after Mass

THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR APRIL: For Priests In Crisis - Let us
pray for Priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find
the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with
understanding and prayer.

Of your charity, pray for the souls of those whose
anniversaries occur at this time, among them:
Ron Jenkins; Joan Brown; Apollo Roberto Fernandes; John Barrett; Irene Nuttall;
Elizabeth Brock; Pasquina De Almeida; Jeffrey Jose;Tom Garry;
Maisie Quinn, Olive De Dombal; Gertrude Jones, Theresa Howe; William Thompson;
Joquina Fernandes, Remedios Mon, Leonora Sibal-Salas

ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO THEM, O LORD!
EDWIN JAMES PUGSLEY: Edwin Pugsley was one of our parishioners. He died on 5th April
2026. His funeral will be on Monday 20th April at 1.30 pm at St Gabriel's Church. Please pray
for him.




CATECHESIS: INFORMATION AND NEWS
BAPTISM of INFANTS: Expectant parents or parents of new-born children are asked
to register your name by calling parish office for baptism class.
After attending the baptism class, you can contact Fr Raja, the parish priest after the
Sunday Mass or send an email to know next steps to arrange Baptism.

BAPTISM CLASS: Our next Baptism class will be on Sunday 26th April 2026 at St
Bernard’s Church Hall at 3pm.

RCIA PROGRAMME: Our parish runs RCIA programme for those adults who want to
be baptised and to be received into full communion with the Church. We have weekly
classes for them. If you are interested, please meet the parish priest to be accepted
for the sessions.

SVP NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN: The Parish SVP (St Vincent de Paul) Group, invites
new members to join our SVP Conference - working in our community to listen or
share a cup of tea and other acts of love and charity. The conference meets once a
month. All would like to join please call the Parish Office to register your name.

SVP CONTACT NUMBER: The Parish SVP (St Vincent de Paul) Group, in communion
with the Parish Team, continues to coordinate the response to the vulnerable in the
Parish. Those

needing help with practical assistance or just feeling isolated can contact our SVP

members
on +447596462206.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS & CHURCH OPENING TIMES:

Parish office hours: only on Mon, Wed, Fri from 9am to 2pm.

Church opening hours: The church will be opened for prayers, during the Parish office
hours and on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10am to 3pm.




THIS SUNDAY Reflection: ENCOUNTERING JESUS IN THE EUCHARIST

A traveller was walking along the road one day when a man on horseback rushed by.
There was an evil look in his eyes and blood on his hands.
Minutes later a crowd of riders drew up and wanted to know if the traveller had seen
someone with blood on his hands go by. They were in hot pursuit of him.
"Who is he?” the traveller asked.
“An evil-doer,” said the leader of the crowd.
“And you pursue him in order to bring him to justice?’
“No,” said the leader, “we pursue him in order to show him the way."
Prayer of Frog vol.1- Anthony de Mello

First reading (Acts 2:14, 22-33): In the first reading, Peter's Pentecost sermon
validates this experience, explaining that David prophesied the resurrection. Jesus,
whom people thought was lost, has been raised, and the Holy Spirit is now poured out,
confirming his triumph.

Second reading (1Peter 1:17-21): Peter calls us to live in "reverent fear" (awe and
respect), knowing we are redeemed not by temporary things, but by the "precious
blood of Christ". Our faith is not in vain; it is set on God who raised Jesus, allowing us
to hope.

Gospel (Luke 24:13-35): The Emmaus journey begins with disciples running away from
Jerusalem in despair. They are "blinded" by their grief and unmet expectations. Jesus
meets them in their disappointment, interpreting the Scriptures to show that the
Messiah had to suffer to enter glory. They recognize him in the "breaking of the bread,"
a clear reference to the Eucharist, where our eyes are opened today.

After recognizing Jesus, the disciples, who were walking west (away from
Jerusalem/hope) in the evening, immediately turn back to the east (toward
Jerusalem/community). The Mass, like the Emmaus encounter, strengthens us to go
forth and announce the Gospel, even in the "middle of the night".



GABRIEL'S TABLE TENNIS CLUB: The sessions are normally on Tuesdays &
and Thursdays at 7 to 9pm at St Gabriel’s Church Hall. We have started gg
table tennis for youth and children on Saturdays 1pm to 3pm. During
funerals and hall hired by parishioners, we will not have table tennis games.
Come and enjoy the game!

CALLING ALL SINGERS/MUSICIANS! MUSIC FOR SUNDAY MASS: The
one who sings with love prays twice. A GREAT WAY TO OFFER A MINISTRY
TO YOUR PARISH IS TO COME AND JOIN THE SINGERS TO LEAD MUSIC
AT THESE MASSES. Speak with the clergy if you can offer your talent in this
way...and don’t be shy!

SAFE ENVIRONMENT: As we are required to provide safe environment for all to worship in
our parish. Please parents do not let your children (below 18 years) to use the toilet facilities
unattended.

BE AWARE OF EMAIL FRAUDSTERS: There is a rise in scam emails targeting our parishioners.
These emails impersonate the parish priest, often using a similar email name and masking the
real email address. They typically request the recipient to purchase Amazon or other gift cards
as gifts for the priest.

Never to purchase gift cards as gifts for the parish priest, based on an email request, unless
they have verified the request directly in person or through a trusted means. Please double-
check any suspicious email by directly contacting the parish office. Please avoid sharing
personal or financial information in response to unsolicited emails.

DEVOTION TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY: On the 13th May 1917, Our Lady first
mentioned devotlon to her Immaculate Heart to the children of Fatima saying “You have seen
| hell, where souls of poor sinners go. To save them God wishes
to establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate Heart. If
what | say to you is done, many souls will be saved and there
) will be peace.” On the 10th December 1925, Our Lady appeared
to Lucia detailing how devotion to her Immaculate Heart was
to be practiced. Confession, Rosary, Mass and Meditation are
the 4 requirements to fulfil the devotion.

Four Practices to fulfil the Five First Saturday’s Devotion:

1) Confession: Make a good confession. the Sacrament of Penance helps us to prepare us to
receive fruitfully a Communion of reparation, removing those obstacles to our love for Jesus
and Mary".

2. Communion. You should attend Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion with the
intention of offering reparation for the offences against Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart.



3. Devote recitation and meditation on the Mysteries of the Rosary: in Our Lady's
company: “You can do this any time on the First Saturday. If possible, a special time to do this
is after Mass and receiving Holy Communion.

4. Reparation: All of the conditions mentioned above —in numbers 1 to 3 — should be fulfilled
with the intention of making reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. These minimum
requirements for fulfilling the conditions of Our Lady’s promise to obtain for us “at the hour
of death the graces necessary for salvation.” We have first Saturdays’ devotion to the
Immaculate Mary at St Bernard’s Church at 10am.

OTHER NEWS

EASTER AFTERNOON REFLECTION - On Saturday 18™ April at 2:30pm, Our Lady & St
Thomas of Canterbury will begin the Easter afternoon reflection with a new look at the story
of Emmaus followed by time for reflection and prayer facilitated by Audrey Hamilton in the
Page Centre at Our Lady & St Thomas of Canterbury, Harrow on the Hill, HA1 3BE. The
afternoon will conclude at approximately 4.30pm.

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE for Young Adults (aged 18-35) in Vilnius, Lithuania with the
Assumption group from 6-12 June. Take part in the World Apostolic Congress on Mercy, an
international Catholic gathering held in the birthplace of the Divine Mercy devotion. Cost:
£600 + travel. Register by 30th March, for more information visit www.assumpta-
eu.org/divine-mercy-pilgrimage-in-vilnius/ or email rebecca@assumpta-eu.org

A DAY WITH MARY PILGRIMAGES 2026:

Pilgrimage to Fatima (8 July to 15 July 2026) Closing date 28 April 2026

Pilgrimage to Italy (1 September to 10 September 2026) Closing date 23 June 2026
Further information is available at https://www.adaywithmary.org/

ANNUAL MASS FOR MATRIMONY: The Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of
Matrimony will be held at Westminster Cathedral, on Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 2:30pm.
The Archbishop is inviting to this Mass all couples in the Diocese, who are celebrating their
5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of
Catholic marriage in 2026. If you are celebrating an anniversary, please inform the parish
office the following details: husband and wife's names, wedding date, full postal address and
contact email (or telephone number, if no email).

VOCATIONS WEEKEND FOR WOMEN (20s and 30s) -Discerning God's Call in your life. Date:
15th - 17th May, Liverpool. The weekend is organised by the Sisters, Faithful Companions of
Jesus (FCJ). Jesus invites each of us to ‘Come and See' - this weekend will give the opportunity
to explore the vocation to religious life and to reflect on God's call to you.
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For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ at fcjvocationeurope@gmail.com or visit our
website www.fcjsisters.org . To register: https://bit.ly/Vocation2026

VACANCIES: WESTMINSTER DIOCESE HUMAN RESOURCES:

For further details, please visit https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk

Job Title Department Name Closing date
Site Manager Spanish Place 20/04/2026
Parish Cleaner Palmers Green 29/04/2026
Office and Property Manager Chiswick

SOME FINANCE MATTERS:

1) DONATE BY STANDING ORDER: Would you consider donating your offering by Standing
Order instead of cash? If so, there's a form in the foyer or just ask for advice from the office or
the clergy. Standing Orders make it easier to keep track of your outgoings, easier for the parish
to plan what our income is, and easier and more secure as we handle less cash.

2)CONTACTLESS MACHINES:

We would like to invite parishioners to use our contactless (DONA) machine for your
contributions. You can contribute your offertory now with Dona app. Thank you to everyone
for your commitment and generosity.

You can make a donation to the parish by scanning the QR code or
making a card payment on the card machine at the entrance of both of
our churches.
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