NEWS
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (Good Shepherd Sunday) 26 APRIL 2026

OUR PARISH NEWS

DEVOTIONS
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: St Gabriel's: Monday 10.30am - 11.00am
St Bernard's: Thursday 10.30am - 11.00am
Saturday 10.30am - 11.00am
Devotion to Sacred Heart of Jesus (First Friday only): St Gabriel's: 10.30am - 11.00am

Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary (First Saturday only)
St Bernard's 10.30am - 11.30am

Holy Rosary: Monday - Friday: after Mass
Morning Prayer of the Church: Monday - Friday at 9.40am before Mass
Our Lady Queen of Peace Prayer Group: St Bernard’'s: Monday 6.30pm.

April is the month of prayer to Blessed Sacrament

EASTER OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: £1049.00
Thank you for your generosity and commitment.

OUR PARISH NEWS

OUR PARISH YOUTH PRAISE AND WORSHIP: Our youth group will gather to do
praise and worship after the 6pm mass on coming Saturday 25th April 2026 at 7pm
at St Gabriel's Church. All youth of the parish are most welcome. All our confirmation
children must attend.

Communion children will have a session on Monday 27th April 2026 at St
Bernard’s Church Hall from 6.15pm to 7.15pm. Please Parents bring your children
on time.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION SESSION FOR CHILDREN: All our First Hon/ﬁ%

CONFIRMATION SESSION FOR CHILDREN: All our Confirmation children
will have a session with on Monday 27th April 2026 at St Gabriel's Church
from 7pm to 8pm. Parents must submit the sponsorship form.

PRIEST TRAINIG FUND - Supporting Future Priests: Today, on Good Shepherd
Sunday, there is a second collection for the Priest Training Fund.
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This fund supports the formation of men who are responding to God’s call to serve as
priests in our diocese. Their journey involves years of preparation — human, spiritual,
and pastoral — equipping them to serve parish communities in the years ahead.

Your support helps make this formation possible. It is a direct way of strengthening the
life of the Church and ensuring that future generations will continue to receive the
sacraments and pastoral care.

If you are able, please give generously in today's collection. You may also donate via
rcdow.org.uk/PriestTrainingFund

Please also continue to pray for vocations and for those currently in ~ formation.

PARISH ROSARY AND MAY DEVOTION: Sunday 03 May at 3pm_at St Gabriel’s (for
about an hour). As we begin the month of May, let us meet together in prayer for each
other, the parish and the needs of the world and bring them to the feet of our Blessed
Mother. We will crown the statue of our Lady - a good thing to honour the Queen of
Heaven in her Dowry of England, finishing about 4.15pm.

PARISH LUNCH. MARK THE DATE: Here's the new plan to find a way to do a Parish
bring-and-share lunch: Mark the date: Sunday May 24th 2026. We gather this Sunday
to celebrate the Pentecost: the Birth Day of the Holy Church. BUT - this depends on all
of us. Can you help organize and make it happen? Please contact the Parish Office now
to register your interest in helping. THANK YOU.

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES(2026-27): are available now to collect from the Parish
Office (St Gabriel's), should you for any reason not have collected yours. Any queries
about this please ask the clergy after Mass.

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES: Those who have not get your planned giving
envelopes, please visit the parish office to receive it. Thank you

THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR APRIL: For Priests In Crisis - Let us
pray for Priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find
the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with
understanding and prayer.



Of your charity, pray for the souls of those whose
anniversaries occur at this time, among them:
Kevin Dawson; Bill McManamon, Stanislaw Stanley; Marcelino Coutinho,; Enrique
Cacanindin; Rosie Loughney; Teresa D'Cruz; James Joseph Boyle,
Neville Steventon;, Mark Emmanuel; Thomas Porter; Mary & Patrick O’Sullivan;
Tony Charles; Michael Peterpillai; Sharon Lynch; David Platchett;
Quiteria Rodriques, Jacob Ofulue; Linda Richens

SVP NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN: The Parish SVP (St Vincent de Paul) Group, invites
new members to join our SVP Conference - working in our community to listen or
share a cup of tea and other acts of love and charity. The conference meets once a
month. All would like to join please call the Parish Office to register your name.

SVP CONTACT NUMBER: The Parish SVP (St Vincent de Paul) Group, in communion
with the Parish Team, continues to coordinate the response to the vulnerable in the
Parish. Those

needing help with practical assistance or just feeling isolated can contact our SVP
members

on +447596462206.

CATECHESIS: INFORMATION AND NEWS
BAPTISM of INFANTS: Expectant parents or parents of new-born children are asked to
register your name by calling parish office for baptism class.
After attending the baptism class, you can contact Fr Raja, the parish priest after the Sunday
Mass or send an email to know next steps to arrange Baptism.

BAPTISM CLASS: Our next Baptism class will be on Sunday 26th April 2026 at St
Bernard’s Church Hall at 3pm.

RCIA PROGRAMME: Our parish runs RCIA programme for those adults who want to be
baptised and to be received into full communion with the Church. We have weekly classes
for them. If you are interested, please meet the parish priest to be accepted for the sessions.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS & CHURCH OPENING TIMES:

Parish office hours: only on Mon, Wed, Fri from 9am to 2pm.

Church opening hours: The church will be opened for prayers, during the Parish office
hours and on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10am to 3pm.
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THIS SUNDAY Reflection: JESUS - THE GOOD SHEPHERD

A sheep found a hole in the fence and crept through it. He wandered far and could not
find his way back.
And then he realized that he was being followed by a wolf. He ran and ran, but the wolf
kept chasing him, until the shepherd rescued him and carried him lovingly back to the
fold.
And in spite of everyone’s advice the shepherd refused to nail up the hole in the fence.

- Song of the Bird - Anthony DeMello

First reading (Acts 2:14a, 36-41): Peter's sermon calls us to conversion,
acknowledging Jesus as "Lord and Messiah”. The "cut to the heart" felt by the crowd is
an invitation to repent and receive the Holy Spirit, turning from self-destructive paths
to the nurturing care of the shepherd.

Second reading (1 Peter 2:20b-25): Peter reminds us that Christ suffered for us,
leaving an example to follow. When we suffer for doing good, we are identifying with
the shepherd who guides us back to God. This encourages us to stay tender and human,
not reacting with the violence or bitterness that wounds us.

Gospel (John 10:1-10): In the Gospel today Jesus distinguishes himself from "thieves
and robbers" by entering through the gate. He is the Good Shepherd who knows his
sheep by name, leading them to safety and nourishment. In a world filled with
distracting voices, we must learn to recognize the "sweetness" of Christ's voice. Jesus
calls himself "the gate". Entering through him guarantees safety and freedom. He offers
a life that is not just survival, but "abundant" life.

On this Good Shepherd Sunday, the readings invite us to recognize Jesus as the gate
and shepherd who brings abundant life. Through repentance (Acts), following the
suffering servant (1 Peter), and listening to the Good Shepherd'’s voice (John), we are
called to move from fear to security, trusting Him for spiritual nourishment and
protection.



GABRIEL'S TABLE TENNIS CLUB: The sessions are normally on F&
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7 to 9pm at St Gabriel’s Church Hall. 28
We have started table tennis for youth and children on Saturdays )
1pm to 3pm. During funerals and hall hired by parishioners, we will
not have table tennis games. Come and enjoy the game!

CALLING ALL SINGERS/MUSICIANS! MUSIC FOR SUNDAY MASS:

The one who sings with love prays twice. A GREAT WAY TO OFFER A
MINISTRY TO YOUR PARISH IS TO COME AND JOIN THE SINGERS TO
LEAD MUSIC AT THESE MASSES. Speak with the clergy if you can offer
your talent in this way...and don't be shy!

SAFE ENVIRONMENT: As we are required to provide safe environment for all to
worship in our parish. Please parents do not let your children (below 18 years) to use
the toilet facilities unattended.

BE AWARE OF EMAIL FRAUDSTERS: There is a rise in scam emails targeting our
parishioners. These emails impersonate the parish priest, often using a similar email
name and masking the real email address. They typically request the recipient to
purchase Amazon or other gift cards as gifts for the priest.

Never to purchase gift cards as gifts for the parish priest, based on an email request,
unless they have verified the request directly in person or through a trusted means.
Please double-check any suspicious email by directly contacting the parish office.
Please avoid sharing personal or financial information in response to unsolicited emails.

DEVOTION TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY: On the 13th May 1917, Our
~ Lady first mentioned devotion to her Immaculate Heart to
the children of Fatima saying “You have seen hell, where
souls of poor sinners go. To save them God wishes to
establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate Heart. If
what | say to you is done, many souls will be saved and
there will be peace.” On the 10th December 1925, Our Lady
appeared to Lucia detailing how devotion to her
Immaculate Heart was to be practiced. Confession, Rosary, Mass and Meditation are
the 4 requirements to fulfil the devotion.
Four Practices to fulfil the Five First Saturday’s Devotion:
1) Confession: Make a good confession. the Sacrament of Penance helps us to prepare
us to receive fruitfully a Communion of reparation, removing those obstacles to our
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love for Jesus and Mary".

2. Communion. You should attend Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion with the
intention of offering reparation for the offences against Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart.
3. Devote recitation and meditation on the Mysteries of the Rosary: in Our Lady’s
company: “You can do this any time on the First Saturday. If possible, a special time to
do this is after Mass and receiving Holy Communion.

4. Reparation: All of the conditions mentioned above — in numbers 1 to 3 — should be
fulfilled with the intention of making reparation to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. These minimum requirements for fulfilling the conditions of Our Lady’s promise
to obtain for us “at the hour of death the graces necessary for salvation.” We have first
Saturdays’ devotion to the Immaculate Mary at St Bernard’s Church at 10am.

OTHER NEWS

ST RAPHAEL'S PRIMARY SCHOOL - Applications for Reception 2026-2027

We are still accepting applications for admission to Reception in September 2026. If
you have a child who will be 4 years old by 31 August 2026, you are welcome to apply
for a primary school place for September 2026. Visit website: https://www.st-
raphaels.org/admissions/.

If you would like to book a visit, please telephone the school office (0208 8410848).

VOCATIONS WEEKEND FOR WOMEN (20s and 30s) -Discerning God's Call in your life.
Date:

15th - 17th May, Liverpool. The weekend is organised by the Sisters, Faithful
Companions of Jesus (FCJ). Jesus invites each of us to 'Come and See' - this weekend
will give the opportunity to explore the vocation to religious life and to reflect on God's
call to you.

For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ at fcjvocationeurope@gmail.com or visit our
website www.fcjsisters.org . To register: https://bit.ly/Vocation2026

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE for Young Adults (aged 18-35) in Vilnius, Lithuania with
the Assumption group from 6-12 June. Take part in the World Apostolic Congress on
Mercy, an international Catholic gathering held in the birthplace of the Divine Mercy
devotion. Cost: £600 + travel. Register by 30th March, for more information visit
www.assumpta-eu.org/divine-mercy-pilgrimage-in-vilnius/ or

email rebecca@assumpta-eu.org



https://www.st-raphaels.org/admissions/
https://www.st-raphaels.org/admissions/
mailto:fcjvocationeurope@gmail.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.fcjsisters.org%2f&c=E,1,JxFLiHK5p_7gr8mFxFuYtOr1riWi9RniGjCAXoNGtYgM1m6LBueqDbd8lqoWl5cOX4I7XM4NoPTXj12Jhzy-ZJuULoxzBaxDAub2g89TMF3F&typo=1
https://bit.ly/Vocation2026
http://www.assumpta-eu.org/divine-mercy-pilgrimage-in-vilnius/
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A DAY WITH MARY PILGRIMAGES 2026:

Pilgrimage to Fatima (8 July to 15 July 2026) Closing date 28 April 2026

Pilgrimage to Italy (1 September to 10 September 2026) Closing date 23 June 2026
Further information is available at https://www.adaywithmary.org/

ANNUAL MASS FOR MATRIMONY: The Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the
Sacrament of Matrimony will be held at Westminster Cathedral, on Saturday 23rd May
2026 at 2:30pm. The Archbishop is inviting to this Mass all couples in the Diocese, who
are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60)
wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2026. If you are celebrating an anniversary,
please inform the parish office the following details: husband and wife's names,
wedding date, full postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email).

VACANCIES: WESTMINSTER DIOCESE HUMAN RESOURCES:

For further details, please visit https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

Job Title Department Name Closing date
Parish Cleaner Palmers Green 29/04/2026
Office and Property Manager | Chiswick 05/05/2026
Parish Cleaner Barnet 08/05/2026

OTHER VACANCIES:

ST JOHN FISHER SCHOOL VACANCIES: There are two job vacancies at St John Fisher
School. Click the link for further
details:https://www.stjohnfisherschool.co.uk/vacancies-5/

SOME FINANCE MATTERS:

1) DONATE BY STANDING ORDER: Would you consider donating your offering by
Standing Order instead of cash? If so, there's a form in the foyer or just ask for advice
from the office or the clergy. Standing Orders make it easier to keep track of your
outgoings, easier for the parish to plan what our income is, and easier and more secure
as we handle less cash.

2)CONTACTLESS MACHINES:

We would like to invite parishioners to use our contactless (DONA) machine for your
contributions. You can contribute your offertory now with Dona app. Thank you to
everyone for your commitment and generosity.

7


https://www.adaywithmary.org/
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

DONATION TO THE PARISH:

You can make a donation to the parish by scanning the QR code or
making a card payment on the card machine at the entrance of both
of our churches.




