NEWS
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 10 May 2026

OUR PARISH NEWS

DEVOTIONS

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: St Gabriel's: Monday 10.30am - 11.00am

St Bernard's: Thursday 10.30am - 11.00am

Saturday 10.30am - 11.00am
Devotion to Sacred Heart of Jesus (First Friday only): St Gabriel's: 10.30am - 11.00am
Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary (First Saturday only)
St Bernard's 10.30am - 11.30am

Holy Rosary: Monday - Friday: after Mass
Morning Prayer of the Church: Monday - Friday at 9.40am before Mass
Our Lady Queen of Peace Prayer Group: St Bernard’'s: Monday 6.30pm.

May is the month of prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary

EASTER OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: £1956.22
Thank you for your generosity and commitment.

OUR PARISH NEWS

Communion children will have a session on Monday 11th May 2026 at St
Bernard’s Church Hall from 6.15pm to 7.15pm.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION SESSION FOR CHILDREN: All our First Holy/é’

CONFIRMATION SESSION FOR CHILDREN AND PARENTS: Our confirmation |
children and parents will have a session on Monday 11th May 2026 at St /mj@
o

Gabriel's Church Hall at 7pm. The last parents’ meeting is rescheduled to the
same time with children. Please both parents must attend the session.

N.B. HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION: SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD:
Thursday 14 May is for us a Holy Day. All Catholics should attend Mass on that day,
the 40th day from Easter Day and the glorious conclusion of the season of Easter. Holy
Day Masses in the parish will be at the usual times: 10.00am at St Gabriel’'s and at St
Bernard's starting with 7.00pm exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and at 7.30pm Holy
Mass.




CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION NETWORK COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND Next
Sunday 17th May 2026 is World Communications Day. There will be a second collection
next weekend at all the Masses. Kindly support the church’s mission across the globe.

PARISH LUNCH. MARK THE DATE: Here's the new plan to find a way to do a Parish
bring-and-share lunch: Mark the date: Sunday May 24th 2026. We gather this Sunday
to celebrate the Pentecost: the Birth Day of the Holy Church. BUT - this depends on all
of us. Can you help organize and make it happen? Please contact the Parish Office now
to register your interest in helping. THANK YOU.

CONFIRMATION CHILDREN VISIT TO WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL: On 30th May
2026 Sunday all the confirmation children will visit the Westminster Cathedral as part
of their preparation for confirmation. Parents please bring your children to the
Westminster Cathedral at 11am. If you want to participate the mass which will be
10.30am.

THE HOLY FATHER'S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR MAY:

That Everyone Might Have Food - Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to
small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has
access to quality food.

ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO HIM, O LORD!
SEAN GALLAGHER (RIP): Sean was one of our parishioners. He passed away on 13th
April 2026. The funeral will be on Monday 11th May 2026 at 12.00pm at St Bernard'’s
Church. Please remember him in your prayers.

Of your charity, pray for the souls of those whose
anniversaries occur at this time, among them:

Anthony Raymond Bean, John O’Shea; Annette Beynon, Mildred Dawson;
Ana Pulido; Donald Steventon; Leslie Dawson; Michael Anthony
Fernandes;Denis Regan; ; Maria Da Conceicao De Souza Andrade;
Anne Hickey; Bailey Dawson, lan John Smith; Mary Carroll;
Joseph Coutinho,; Michael Burns; Rina Monahan, Agustina Noronha;
Josephine Harper; Raymond Plant; Andrea Redfern,
Pratheepan & Kayirtma;
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SVP CONFRENCE MEETING: Our parish SVP (St Vincent de Paul) would like to thank
all our parishioners who expressed their interest to join our conference of Harrow South
& Northolt parish. We invite you to join us on Wednesday 13th May 2026 at 7pm in St
Gabriel’s Church Hall to find out more. Those who cannot attend that meeting, we will
have another meeting on Saturday 16th May after 10am mass at St Bernard’s Church
Hall at 11Tam. Thank you for your time and commitment to help others in need.

SVP CONTACT NUMBER: The Parish SVP (St Vincent de Paul) Group, in communion
with the Parish Team, continues to coordinate the response to the vulnerable in the
Parish. Those

needing help with practical assistance or just feeling isolated can contact our SVP
members

on +447596462206.

CATECHESIS: INFORMATION AND NEWS
BAPTISM of INFANTS: Expectant parents or parents of new-born children are asked to
register your name by calling parish office for baptism class.
After attending the baptism class, you can contact Fr Raja, the parish priest after the Sunday
Mass or send an email to know next steps to arrange Baptism.

RCIA PROGRAMME: Our parish runs RCIA programme for those adults who want to be
baptised and to be received into full communion with the Church. We have weekly classes
for them. If you are interested, please meet the parish priest to be accepted for the sessions.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS & CHURCH OPENING TIMES:

Parish office hours: only on Mon, Wed, Fri from 9am to 2pm.

Church opening hours: The church will be opened for prayers, during the Parish office
hours and on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10am to 3pm.




THIS SUNDAY Reflection: JESUS - THE WAY TO THE FATHER

An atheist fell off a cliff. As he tumbled downward he caught hold of the branch of a small
tree. There he hung between heaven above and the rocks a thousand feet below, knowing
he wasn't going to be able to hold on much longer.
Then an idea came to him. “God!” he shouted with all his might. Silence! No one
responded. “God!"” he shouted again. “If you exist, save me and | promise | shall believe in
you and teach others to believe.”
Silence again! Then he almost let go of the branch in shock as he heard a mighty Voice
booming across the canyon. “That’s what they all say when they are in trouble.”
“No, God, no!” he shouted out, more hopeful now. “I am not like the others. Why, | have
already begun to believe, don't you see, having heard your Voice for myself. Now all you
have to do is save me and | shall proclaim your name to the ends of the earth.”
“Very well,” said the Voice. "I shall save you. Let go of that branch.”
“Let go of the branch?” yelled the distraught man. “Do you think I'm crazy?”

- Prayer of the Frog - Anthony DeMello

First reading (Acts 6:1-7): The early church faced a crisis: growth brought conflict, and
some were being neglected. The solution was not just management, but ministry. The
Apostles created the order of deacons to serve the community's practical needs,
allowing themselves to focus on prayer and the Word. The Church is a community
where everyone has a part. Just as the apostles focused on their call, we are called to
identify our gifts—whether serving, teaching, or leading—to build up the community. .
Second reading (1 Peter 2:4-9): Peter reminds us that we are "living stones" built into
a spiritual house, with Christ as the cornerstone. This image reminds us that we are not
isolated individuals and need to allow Christ to shape us. We are part of a holy
priesthood, chosen to show forth the praises of God.

Gospel (John 14:1-12): In the Gospel today, we see that the disciples were afraid. Jesus
had just told them he was leaving to prepare a place for them, and their hearts were
troubled. When Thomas asks how to know the way, Jesus makes one of his most
profound claims: "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life". He is the destination itself.

In our lives, we often feel this same confusion, fear, and desire for direction. We do not
need to be afraid. Jesus promises that our ultimate home is with him. Knowing him—
his mercy, his sacrificial love on the Cross—is knowing the way to God. Today's readings
provide the map for our journey in troubled times.



We have started table tennis for youth and children on Saturdays 1
1pm to 3pm. During funerals and hall hired by parishioners, we will
not have table tennis games. Come and enjoy the game!

CALLING ALL SINGERS/MUSICIANS! MUSIC FOR SUNDAY MASS:

The one who sings with love prays twice. A GREAT WAY TO OFFER A
MINISTRY TO YOUR PARISH IS TO COME AND JOIN THE SINGERS TO
LEAD MUSIC AT THESE MASSES. Speak with the clergy if you can offer
your talent in this way...and don't be shy!

SAFE ENVIRONMENT: As we are required to provide safe environment for all to
worship in our parish. Please parents do not let your children (below 18 years) to use
the toilet facilities unattended.

BE AWARE OF EMAIL FRAUDSTERS: There is a rise in scam emails targeting our
parishioners. These emails impersonate the parish priest, often using a similar email
name and masking the real email address. They typically request the recipient to
purchase Amazon or other gift cards as gifts for the priest.

Never to purchase gift cards as gifts for the parish priest, based on an email request,
unless they have verified the request directly in person or through a trusted means.
Please double-check any suspicious email by directly contacting the parish office.
Please avoid sharing personal or financial information in response to unsolicited emails.

DEVOTION TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY: On the 13th May 1917, Our
~ Lady first mentioned devotion to her Immaculate Heart to
the children of Fatima saying “You have seen hell, where
souls of poor sinners go. To save them God wishes to
establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate Heart. If
what | say to you is done, many souls will be saved and
there will be peace.” On the 10th December 1925, Our Lady
appeared to Lucia detailing how devotion to her
Immaculate Heart was to be practiced. Confession, Rosary, Mass and Meditation are
the 4 requirements to fulfil the devotion.
Four Practices to fulfil the Five First Saturday’s Devotion:
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1) Confession: Make a good confession. the Sacrament of Penance helps us to prepare
us to receive fruitfully a Communion of reparation, removing those obstacles to our
love for Jesus and Mary".

2. Communion. You should attend Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion with the
intention of offering reparation for the offences against Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart.
3. Devote recitation and meditation on the Mysteries of the Rosary: in Our Lady’s
company: “You can do this any time on the First Saturday. If possible, a special time to
do this is after Mass and receiving Holy Communion.

4. Reparation: All of the conditions mentioned above — in numbers 1 to 3 — should be
fulfilled with the intention of making reparation to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. These minimum requirements for fulfilling the conditions of Our Lady’s promise
to obtain for us “at the hour of death the graces necessary for salvation.” We have first
Saturdays’ devotion to the Immaculate Mary at St Bernard’s Church at 10am.

OTHER NEWS

YOUTH RETREAT on HOLY TRINITY: we will have a day of retreat for all our parish
youth on Saturday 27th June 2026 starting from 10am to 6pm at St Gabriel's Church
Hall. Come together in faith, friendship and prayer. We will have talks, activities and
more praise and worship. You will have a chance to meet other young people from
neighbouring parishes. All our confirmation children must attend.

ST RAPHAEL'S PRIMARY SCHOOL - Applications for Reception 2026-2027

We are still accepting applications for admission to Reception in September 2026. If
you have a child who will be 4 years old by 31 August 2026, you are welcome to apply
for a primary school place for September 2026. Visit website: https://www.st-
raphaels.org/admissions/.

If you would like to book a visit, please telephone the school office (0208 8410848).

VOCATIONS WEEKEND FOR WOMEN (20s and 30s) -Discerning God's Call in your life.
Date: 15th - 17th May, Liverpool. The weekend is organised by the Sisters, Faithful
Companions of Jesus (FCJ). Jesus invites each of us to '‘Come and See' - this weekend
will give the opportunity to explore the vocation to religious life and to reflect on God's
call to you.

For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ at fcjvocationeurope@gmail.com or visit our
website www.fcjsisters.org . To register: https://bit.ly/Vocation2026



https://www.st-raphaels.org/admissions/
https://www.st-raphaels.org/admissions/
mailto:fcjvocationeurope@gmail.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.fcjsisters.org%2f&c=E,1,JxFLiHK5p_7gr8mFxFuYtOr1riWi9RniGjCAXoNGtYgM1m6LBueqDbd8lqoWl5cOX4I7XM4NoPTXj12Jhzy-ZJuULoxzBaxDAub2g89TMF3F&typo=1
https://bit.ly/Vocation2026

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE for Young Adults (aged 18-35) in Vilnius, Lithuania with
the Assumption group from 6-12 June. Take part in the World Apostolic Congress on
Mercy, an international Catholic gathering held in the birthplace of the Divine Mercy
devotion. Cost: £600 + travel. Register by 30th March, for more information visit
www.assumpta-eu.org/divine-mercy-pilgrimage-in-vilnius/ or

email rebecca@assumpta-eu.org

A DAY WITH MARY PILGRIMAGES 2026:

Pilgrimage to Fatima (8 July to 15 July 2026) Closing date 28 April 2026

Pilgrimage to Italy (1 September to 10 September 2026) Closing date 23 June 2026
Further information is available at https://www.adaywithmary.org/

VACANCIES: WESTMINSTER DIOCESE HUMAN RESOURCES:

For further details, please visit https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

Job Title Department Name Closing date
Domestic Assistant Allen Hall 18" May
Presbytery Cleaner Ely Place 27" May

SOME FINANCE MATTERS:

1) DONATE BY STANDING ORDER: Would you consider donating your offering by
Standing Order instead of cash? If so, there's a form in the foyer or just ask for advice
from the office or the clergy. Standing Orders make it easier to keep track of your
outgoings, easier for the parish to plan what our income is, and easier and more secure
as we handle less cash.

2)CONTACTLESS MACHINES:

We would like to invite parishioners to use our contactless (DONA) machine for your
contributions. You can contribute your offertory now with Dona app. Thank you to
everyone for your commitment and generosity.

DONATION TO THE PARISH:

You can make a donation to the parish by scanning the QR code or
making a card payment on the card machine at the entrance of both
of our churches.
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