
 

WEEKLY 

MARYCHURCH/STM (MC) 

Mass times and intentions 

ST PETER’S (SP) 

Mass times and intentions 

Sat 14/12 6.00pm Thanksgiving 10.30am Advent Confessions & Adoration 

Sun 15/12 9.30am 

STM 

11.00am 

Parishioners 

 

Nkechiyere, Healing 

9.00am 

11.00am 

6.00pm  

Simon Healy, RIP 

O. L. Erharhaghen, 10th B/day 

Parishioners 

Mon 16/12 7.00pm Private Intention  No Mass 

Tues 17/12 9.30am  Cynthia Fall, Thanks 10.30am S. A. D Sumudu, Thanks 

Wed 18/12 10.30am Pantalone Ebuka, RIP 9.30am Michael Robins, RIP 

Thu 19/12  No Mass 7.00pm Maurice Ashwell, B/day 

Fri 20/12 10.30am J. Ashwell, family and friends 9.30am Mr L Perdoni, RIP 

Sat 21/12 6.00pm Mary P Flavin, RIP 10.30am Private Intention 

Next Sun Readings: 1. Micah 5:1-4. Ps 79:2-3.15-16.18-19. Hebrews 10:5-10 Gospel Luke 1:39-44 

Holy Father’s intention for the month of December: Let us pray that this Jubilee strengthen us in our 

faith, helping us to recognise the Risen Christ in the midst of our lives, transforming us into pilgrims of 

Christian hope. 

 
IMPORTANT PARISH INFORMATION 

 
INFANT BAPTISM: Contact parish office. Preparation with the catechist is an obliga-
tion.  
MARRIAGE: Contact parish clergy, 6 months notice is required to allow time for prepa-
ration and paper works. 
CONFESSIONS: MC = Saturday: 5.15 - 5.50pm.    SP: Saturday 11am - 12noon (and by 
appointment for both parishes). 
DEVOTIONS: Sacred Heart Novena:  MC: Friday during adoration SP = Friday after 
mass.  
ROSARY: MC = Wed after mass.  SP = Wed after mass.   
NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR: MC & SP = Tues after mass.  
FATIMA ROSARY: Contact Lucia Federici: 07933436387 
HATFIELD SVP: Contact: 07960785673, John 
CATHOLIC HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY LISTER: John O’Neil: 01438285518. 
TEA & COFFEE: After 11am Mass on Sunday at both parishes. 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: MC = Last Sunday of the month. SP = During 11a 
 mass. Except 1st Sunday when there is CHILDREN’S MASS.  
MORNING PRAYER: SP = 9.10am before morning mass Tues, Wed and Fri 
RCIA: Want to become a Catholic, or find out more?  Are you an adult Catholic wanting 
confirmation? Please contact the parish clergy or Philip Crabtree: 07379497097. 
MASS & HALL BOOKINGS: Please note all masses and hall bookings are on a first 
come basis. Masses may be booked by telephone, online or filling out a mass intention 
request. Hall bookings may be booked by telephone, online or through the parish office.  
FUNERALS: Please speak to the parish clergy before making any funeral arrangements. 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Westminster 

Parishes of Marychurch & St Peter’s, Hatfield 

Served by The Missionaries of St Paul, MSP 
Parish Priest: Fr Agbor F Isek, MSP 

Asst. Parish Priest: Fr Innocent Odiaka, MSP  
hatfieldsouth@rcdow.org.uk or hatfield@rcdow.org.uk 

Telephone: 01707 262121/262439 
Mailing address: The Presbytery, Bishops’ Rise, Hatfield South, AL10 9HN 

                            3rd Sunday of Advent, Year C (15th December 2024) 

READINGS: 1. Zephaniah 3:14-18. 2. Philippians 4:4-7. Gospel Luke 3:1-18. 
Response to Psalm Ps 12:2-6. Sing and shout for joy for great in your midst 
is the Holy One of Israel. Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! The spirit of 
the Lord has been given to me. He has sent me to bring good news to the 
poor. Alleluia.  
Reflection: Today is the 3rd Sunday of Advent known as "Gaudete Sunday." 
The term Gaudete simply means "to rejoice." As we come closer to the 
feast of Christmas, the Church encourages us to rejoice because God is 
about to fulfil his promise. However, this does not mean we have come to 
the end of our preparation but rather encouragement to be more focused 
and hopeful. Today, our readings exalts us to be happy and joyful as we 
wait for the Lord's coming. The 1st reading captures the festive mood of 
this season and so calls us to shout for joy. The reason is simple. Our 
Lord is coming with lots of good packages like: justice, liberation and 
peace.  The Psalmist expresses the same mood: "Sing and shout for joy, 
for great in your mind is the Holy One of Israel." Yes, the one we are 
waiting for never promises and falls. He acquits the innocent and lifts up 
the oppressed. Therefore, it is a time to be cheerful and celebrate joyfully. 
 
In today's gospel, after preaching the good news of repentance, John the 
Baptist provoked a great yearning for change in his listeners. We must 
ask the same question that the people asked John the Baptist: "what must 
we do?"  For our joy to be complete this season we must be charitable, 
forgiving, just and more prayerful. Also, we must seek to live in peace with 
one another. Above all,  we must shun all acts that are capable of making 
life difficult for others. Finally, we need patience and constancy in prayer. 
As we wait joyfully for the fulfilment of God's promises, may He fill our 
hearts with charity and peace of mind. Amen. Maranatha! 
All things pass; God never changes. Patience attains all that it strives for. They who have God, find they lack 
nothing. God alone suffices.’  St Teresa of Avila 



 
Marychurch, Salisbury Square, AL9 5JD & St. Thomas More, Welham Green                                                        
Office: Wednesday 9am - 12.00noon/Telephone: 01707 262439 
Emails: hatfield@rcdow.org.uk WEB: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hatfield 
Gift Aid: 01707 262439 hatfieldsouthbk@rcdow.org.uk 
Safeguarding: hatfieldsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk, Grace Tapfumanei - 07748 499606  

MC/STM: WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR PARISH: Please use the QR code to help 
you find it easier to donate to your parish. Just scan the code using your mobile 
and click ‘rcdow.org.uk’ to enter. You can choose between ONE-OFF or REGU-
LAR DIRECT DEBIT donation. It also includes the option to gift aid your dona-
tion if you are a UK tax payer. 
Prayers, suggestions, volunteering, standing order - Acct Name WRCDT Marychurch 
Hatfield, Sort code 40-05-20 Acct number: 41266217.  We accept regular plate giving in 
cash or cheque. Thank you for donations or legacy in memory of your loved ones. 

SICK OR HOUSEBOUND: Please pray for Clara Sakala, Sr Jo, Anne Owens, Joyce Davies, Josie Ashwell, Maudy 
Tapfumaneyi, Maria Campbell, Christine Donnelly, Paul Donnelly, Ruth Emery, Ella Russell, Remi Clarke, Kay 
Berwick, Pedro and George. 

NOTICES AND EVENTS 

MC: COFFEE MORNINGS: Sundays after 11am Mass and every Wednesday from 
10.30am, ‘Lord you have need of my hands’ …. Coffee, natter, create, care and plant club 
etc. Please support the ladies that make the tea/coffee. Get to know people and what’s 
happening in our parish. 
 
MC: CLEANING: We need more volunteer cleaners to help clean Marychurch. Please 
contact the parish office if you can help. Thank you for considering this important ministry. 
 
MC & SP: ADVENT GIVING CALENDAR: As parishes, we should support those in our 
community in need this Christmas. With the St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) Conference 
of Marychurch & St Peter in Hatfield, we are putting together food hampers on behalf of 
The Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield Schools Partnership who have requested the SVP’s 
help to provide hampers for the neediest families in the area. Suggested items for the 
hampers appear on the poster in the church and on the boxes provided at the back of the 
church. Please start collecting the items requested and leave them in boxes provided at the 
back of the churches by Sunday, 15th December. Thank you.    
 
MC & SP: DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: The 11am Mass on Sunday 22nd December will 
include Children’s Nativity. After Mass, there will be a Christmas Celebration Party in the 
hall. Donations of mince pies and nibbles gratefully received. Wear your Christmas jumper 
and join us! The evening Mass on the 22nd will be at 5.00pm.  
 
ST PHILIP HOWARD SCHOOL are having their Christmas Carols Concert on Friday 
20th December at 9.00am All are welcome to attend. 
St Philip Howard invites those thinking about schools for Reception 2025 to a classroom 
‘Stay & Play’ on Wednesday 8th January 2025, 9.30am -10.30am. Guided tours will be led 
by Year 6 pupils, while your child enjoys classroom activities with our Reception team. 
Please contact the school office on 01707 263969 or admin@sphoward.herts.sch.uk to book. 
You do not have to be Catholic to attend St Philip Howard School. 
 

St Peters R C Church, Hatfield South, AL10 9HN/Parish Secretary  
Office: Tues 9am-2pm, Wed 12.00noon-2pm and Fri 9am-2pm/01707 262121 
Emails: hatfieldsouth@rcdow.org.uk WEB: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hatfieldsouth 
Gift Aid: 01707 262121 hatfieldsouthbk@rcdow.org.uk 
Safeguarding: hatfieldsouthsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk, Chinonso Ijdzie -  07432  674955 
& Dr Eric Chiejina - 07717578052 

SP: WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR PARISH: Please use the QR code to help you find it 
easier to donate to your parish. Just scan the QR code with your mobile and click 
‘rcdow.org.uk’ to enter. You can choose ONE OFF or REGULAR DIRECT DEBIT 
donation. It also includes the option to gift aid your donation if you are a UK tax pay-
er. 
Prayers, suggestions, volunteering, standing order - Acct Name: WRCDT St Peters 
Hatfield South, Sort Code – 40-05-20, Acct Number – 81094602. We accept regular plate 
giving in cash or cheque. Thank you for donations or legacy in memory of your loved 
ones.  

 

SICK OR HOUSEBOUND: Please pray for Jack Cook, Edwin Levy, Anna Lodge, Pauline Redottee,  
Margaret Grundy, Elizabeth McLoughlin, Richard Atkin, Mary Damoah, Dulia Prado, Mary Paiva and Scott Newcomb. 

 
SP: CHURCH CLEANING: Mavis, Margaret and Gloria. 
FLOWERS: Mary 
 
SP & MC: REPOSITORY SHOP - we have advent calendars, Christmas nativity scenes, candles 
and 2025 calendars available in the Repository Shop. Please pop in and have a look around. 
 
SP & MC: YOUTH CLUBS: Junior (age 7-11): Every Friday, 5pm. Senior (age 12-16): Every 
last Friday of the month, 6.30pm. Fun, games & activities, including dance, arts, crafts, cooking 
and loads more. Entry fee £2 only with a tuck shop available for snacks & drinks. Discounts 
available for families. All Confirmation candidates are required to attend our Senior Youth Club. 
The Youth Club team look forward to seeing everyone. Please contact Caroline on 07557 819858. 
 
FLAME 2025: Flame is a Catholic Youth Ministry Federation that will take place on Saturday, 
15th March 2025 at Wembley, our youths (age 14-18) will attend this event. This is the largest 
Catholic youth event in England and Wales with prayer and adoration. Please get in touch as soon 
as possible as spaces are filling up. Contact our Youth Leader, Caroline on 07557 819858. 

HELP FOR OUR PARISHIONERS: We have parishioners and students looking for affordable 
accommodation. If you can help with accommodation, please email the parish office. 
 
VINNIE PACKS: The SVP are distributing over 10,000 homeless Vinnie packs during the 
winter. Please could you consider sponsoring packs at a suggested donation of £4.10 per pack? 
Donations may be sent to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London, SW1P 9EZ with cheques made 
out to SVP or by bank transfer to NatWest sort code 60-60-04, account no. 46088237. Thank you. 
 
ROME PILGRIMAGE IN CELEBRATION OF THE YEAR OF THE JUBILEE 2025 led by 
Fr. Marco from WGC Parish. Monday 31st March to Saturday 5th April. £900 for a shared room, 
£1000 for a single room. Price includes half-board accommodation at Casa Madre Nazarena, 
medical insurance and entry to sites. If you want to secure a place, fill out a form on WGC Parish 
website and return to WGC Parish Office with a deposit of £200 (non-refundable). By bank 
transfer WRCDT Welwyn Garden City Sort code 40-05-20 Acct number 51094459, reference 
details  - Pilgrim’s surname + Rome 2025  
 


