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The St Mary and St Joseph 
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WW1 Roll of Honour 
If you happen to pass by the remarkably dignified and beautifully situated Hemel Hempstead war 
memorial (pictured above) on St John’s Road next to The Church of St John the Evangelist in 
Boxmoor and pause awhile, you may wonder about the names you see on the memorial – who 
were their parents?  Where did they live?  How old were they?  What did they do before signing-
up for military service?  Where and how did they die and where are they buried?  They may even 
be your distant relative? 

There were six young men from St Mary and St Joseph who answered the call to fight for king and 
country in the 1914 – 1918 Great War and made the ultimate sacrifice.  Most of their names are 
recorded on the town memorial.  Unfortunately, all memory of them has, sadly, been lost.  There 
is no trace of the original war memorial which apparently existed in the church at one time.  
(Unlike the Church of England this seems to be true of most Roman Catholic churches.  For some 
reason, very few have any form of commemoration of their war dead).  On the 100th Anniversary 
of World War 1 and as part of our Parish heritage, it is fitting that we cherish the memory of 
parishioners who were christened, made their first Holy Communion and who worshiped at Mass 
in our very own church, St Mary and St Joseph.   

 

 

 

 

Brendan Sheridan 
(With my apologies for any errors or omissions in the information) 

Revised, October 2014 
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The Roll of Honour 
The following pages detail the names of parishioners who died, taken from an original list of 
names compiled by the Dacorum Museum Advisory Committee (now called the Dacorum Heritage 
Trust) in the 1990’s for the Millennium Roll of Honour Project, supplemented by research 
published in the book The London Gunners, written by local historian Chris Richards   

 

 BATES, Robert James  

 BUCKLEY, John (Jack)  

 FAIRBANK, Edward Joseph  

 CANNON(E), Joseph  

 SHEPHARD, Robert 

 SMITH , Henry  

 



St Mary & St Joseph – WW1 Roll of Honour 

Page 3 of 8 

Robert James 
BATES 

5143 

Private 

3 / 1st Battalion Hertfordshire Regiment 

Died in England from sickness at the end of 1916 
 

Born in 1894, Robert lived with his parents Fredrick and Emily at 55 St John’s Road and was 
employed as a Mill Hand at the Saw Mill (in Kingsland Road, Boxmoor) where his father also 
worked as a sawyer.   

At the age of 21 he enlisted for service at Hertford on the 7th of June 1915 with the Hertfordshire 
Regiment.  After a period of training he was posted to Northern France on the 13th March 1916 
within a draft of 100 men.  Unfortunately, Robert’s front line service was to be short lived.  Whilst 
serving in the trenches at Givenchy in horrible conditions, he contracted pleural effusion (fluid 
next to the lung) and was returned to England for rest and treatment.  Eventually, as his health 
deteriorated further, he was discharged from the Army on the 26th of September 1916 suffering 
from tuberculous peritonitis.  By the end of the year he had died. 

He is commemorated with honour on the Hemel Hempstead War Memorial.  However, Robert has 
not yet been recognised by the CWGC (Commonwealth War Graves Commission) as a war time 
casualty. 
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John (Jack)  
BUCKLEY 

12911 

Private 

6th Battalion Bedfordshire Regiment 

Killed in action 15th July 1916 
John (also referred to as Jack) was born in Shandrum, Co. Cork the son of Thomas and Elizabeth 
Buckley.   

Little is known about the family other than in the 1911 census which shows Elizabeth Buckley as 
being a domestic servant living at the Oddfellows Arms, Apsley.  Subsequently, the family lived at 
32 Winifred Road, Apsley End.   

Prior to enlisting in the army with the Bedfordshire Regiment, John worked at John Dickinson, 
Apsley Mills (his name appears on the John Dickinson War Memorial).   

He was amongst a large number of men from his regiment killed in action at the battle of Bazentin 
Ridge on the Somme.  The War Diary of the 6th Bedfordshire’s reads.....  

15 Jul 1916 [The Battle of the Somme - the Battle of Bazentin] Attack on POZIERES by 112th Bde. 
from trenches S. of CONTALMAISON, Bde. held up by hostile machine guns, established itself 
about 100 yds from the lisiere [comment; either 100 yards north of the edge of Contalmaison 
Wood, or 100 yards south of the Pozieres village boundary] & dug in.  Casualties (3 Officers Killed, 
32 Other Ranks Killed) (25 missing) (9 Officers Wounded, 174 Other Ranks Wounded).   

John was aged 22.   

He is buried close to where he had fought at POZIERES BRITISH CEMETERY, OVILLERS-LA 
BOISSELLE.   

He is commemorated with honour on the Hemel Hempstead War Memorial.   

Interestingly, he is also commemorated on the War Memorial at St Mary’s (C of E) church, Apsley 
End, and on the John Dickinson employee memorial.   
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Edward Joseph  
FAIRBANK 

266422 

Private 

2nd Battalion Bedfordshire Regiment 

Killed in action 1st July 1918 
 

Born in 1897, Edward was the youngest child of his widowed mother Alice Fairbank who ran the 
tobacconist and stationer shop located next door to St Mary & St Josephs (49 St John’s Road) until 
recently (2013) trading under the name Parry’s. 

After enlisting at Hertford in the 1st Battalion of the Hertfordshire Regiment (Private 4580) he was 
transferred to reinforce the Bedfordshire Regiment. 

Edward was killed during the final throws of the final great “push” the German Spring Offensive of 
1918 when Edward was killed during heavy fighting.  The War Diary of the Bedfordshire Regiment 
1st battalion for the 30th June + 1st July 1918 records.... 

“At 9.35p.m.  on the 30th June the 2nd Bedfordshire Regiment, in conjunction with the 12th Division 
on left and 6th Northampton’s on right attacked the enemy trenches on the BOUZINCOURT SPUR 
N.W. of ALBERT.  The attack was carried out by "B" Company under Lieut.  H.B. Stewart [Hew 
Bertram STEWART, MC], with "C" Company under Lieut. K.J. Ritchie [Kenneth James RITCHIE], 
responsible for wiring the captured line and one platoon of "A" Company Carrying Party.  "A" 
Company (less one Platoon) and "D" Company were in reserve in MELBOURNE TRENCH.  The 
attack was carried out under a smoke screen and Stokes Barrages and was entirely successful, all 
objectives being gained, a large number of the enemy killed, three Machine Guns captured and 
about 20 prisoners taken.  In addition Lieut. W.S. Oliver-Jones with a small party of men 
successfully bombed a number of dug-outs in the sunken road which were full of the enemy.  
Actual casualties during the assault were about one Officer and 35 Other Ranks.  Owing to enemy 
heavy artillery and Machine Gun fire "C" Company were unable to get any wire out and a Counter-
Attack made by the enemy at 2.0a.m. on 1st July succeeded in driving in our most advanced posts.  
At 7.30a.m. a Counter Attack organised by Lieut.  H.B. Stewart [Hew Bertram STEWART, MC] in 
conjunction with the 6th Queen’s on the left succeeded in regaining these posts but they were 
again lost at 4.30p.m. after a long bombing contest.  At 8.50p.m.  the enemy delivered a heavy 
counter attack on the whole front and succeeded in driving in the 12th Division on our left from 
their advanced position.” 

He was 21 years old. 

Edward has no known grave and is commemorated on the CWGC memorial at Poziers in Northern 
France.   

He is commemorated with honour on the Hemel Hempstead War Memorial. 

(Note : Living just a few doors away from Robert Bates (see above), as close neighbours they were 
most probably friends who grew up at the same time in Boxmoor, went to the same school, played 
together on the Moor and worshipped at church together).   
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Joseph  
CANNON(E) 

31545 

Serjeant 

2nd Battalion Bedfordshire Regiment 

Killed in action 9th May 1918 
 

Born in 1897, Joseph Cannone was the son of Italian parents, Rosario and Teresa.  His father was 
an itinerant musician.  The family lived at 11 Bridge Street, Hemel Hempstead.  At the age of 14 
Joseph was already earning a living as an ice cream vendor. 

Details of his army service are scarce, but we do know that he signed up for the Bedfordshire 
Regiment in Bedford.  This most probably would have been in 1915 by which time he would have 
reached the minimum age for Army service of 18.  It is interesting to note that he signed up under 
the surname Cannon instead of the Italian family name Cannone.  Joseph must have been a fine 
soldier having been promoted to the rank of Serjeant by 1918 at the age of 21.  He would have 
grown up quickly having seen action with the Bedfordshire Regiment at many major battles on the 
Western Front including Loos (1915), the Somme (1916) and Passchendaele (1917). 

Joseph was killed whilst serving with his Battalion on the front line at Vierstraat which is near 
Ypres in Belgium.  It is likely that he died as a result of intensive action on the 8th May 1918 when 
during the conflict his Battalion came under fire from everything that the Germans could throw at 
them.....  gas shells, trench mortars, flamethrowers and an artillery bombardment.  They suffered 
177 casualties.  Here is an extract from the Battalion War Diary which describes the horrific events 
that unfolded that day which Joseph found himself in the midst of.  One cannot imagine what this 
experience must have been like.................. 

“8 May 1918 At 3.0a.m. enemy put down a barrage with gas shells on Reserve position which 
drifted back on Front Line.  At 4.10a.m. he put down very heavy barrage on Front Line with Trench 
Mortars, 5.9's which lasted 4 hours.  About 7.30a.m. enemy Infantry attacked using 
Flammenwerfer forcing the French to retire which left our Right flank exposed, our two Front 
Companies had to fall back to our Support Line which eventually became the Front Line.  No.1 Coy.  
had to form a defensive flank to stop the enemy from penetrating our Support Line.  At 7.0p.m. a 
Counter-attack was launched by the French and ourselves to try and re-establish our original Front 
Line, which failed.  The enemy's artillery kept up an intense bombardment right through the day 
causing very heavy casualties to the Battalion.  Total Casualties 7 Officers 170 Other Ranks.  At 
night the enemy quietened down the Battalion still holding the Support Line. ” 

He was just 21 when he died.  Joseph has no known grave but is commemorated with honour on 
the Tyne Cot Memorial near Ypres (as Joseph Cannon). 

He is also commemorated on the Hemel Hempstead War Memorial (as Joseph Cannon). 
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Robert 
SHEPHARD 

5436 

Private 

1 / 1st Battalion Hertfordshire Regiment 

Killed in action 20th July 1916 
 

Robert was born in 1896 in Great Berkhampsted the son of Jonah and Annie Shephard.  Jonah was 
employed as a baker and the family lived at 4 Grosvenor Terrace, Boxmoor. 

At the age of 15 Robert was employed at John Dickinson, Apsley.  His job was feeding a ruling 
machine in the envelope factory. 

On the 14th July 1916 the Battalion took over from the 16th Battalion of the Rifle Brigade in the 
trenches at Festubert.  Robert was selected to take part in a night time raid on the German 
trenches.  The battalion War Diary records....... 

 “19-7-16. A party of about 3 Officers and 60 OR's (other ranks) raided the enemy's trenches at 
10.40p.m.  The part of the trench that was raided had been evacuated by the Germans.  The party 
was in the trenches for 10 minutes as arranged but was bombed from the support line.  No 
prisoners were taken.  Our casualties on the evening of the raid were 3 Officers wounded, 3 OR's 
killed, 1 OR missing, 12 OR's wounded.” 

Robert was one of the casualties.  He died at the age of 20. 

He has no known grave and is commemorated with honour on the CWGC memorial at Loos in 
Northern France.  He is also commemorated on the Hemel Hempstead War Memorial. 
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Henry 
SMITH 
G/31387 

Lance Corporal 

6th Battalion Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) 

Killed in action 19th September 1918 
 

Henry was born in Hemel Hempstead - according to the 1911 census he was born in Piccotts End. 
As well as being on the Leverstock Green War Memorial, he is also listed on the employees' 
memorial at the former John Dickinson's paper mill in Apsley (now incorporated in a beautiful 
garden setting at the new housing development off Belswains Lane).   

 In the 1911 census, Henry was a 12 year old boy living with his mother, who was a sorter in the 
Paper Mill, and his 15 year old brother, William Henry, who also worked in the Paper Mill.  Their 
address was 41 Apsley End, Hemel Hempstead.   

The 1911 census says that Rebecca had had 8 children, 6 were alive in 1911 and 2 had died.  
Clearly, since he is on the John Dickinson memorial, Henry followed his mother and sister in 
working at the paper mill.   

Henry enlisted in Watford and was first in the Royal Sussex Regiment as a Private.  Later he was a 
Lance Corporal in the 6th Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent) Regiment.  He was killed in 
action on the 19th September 1918 and is remembered on the Vis-en-Artois memorial, Pas de 
Calais, France.  Henry was killed during the “great push” to end the war in 1918 at The Battle of 
Epehy.  The Germans were fighting stubbornly to hold their last major line of defence - the 
Hindenburg Line. 

The official history of the 12th (Eastern) Division records...... 

At 11 a.m. on the 19th inst. the 37th Brigade, passing through the 36th, carried on the advance, the 
enemy’s artillery fire being particularly heavy in the vicinity of Malassise Farm a heavily defended 
stronghold.  The 6th Buffs pushing on gained Old Copse.  The 6th Queen’s found some difficulty with 
the wire round Malassise Farm, but eventually overcoming that and the opposition, captured the 
farm and advanced a further 500 yards to the east.  Henry was one of 4 men killed and 19 
wounded as they attempted to capture Poplar Trench which was strongly defended with machine 
guns.   

He was just 19 years old and is also commemorated with honour on the Hemel Hempstead War 
Memorial.   


