
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Sunday 16 August 2026 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Luke 
1:39–56). The dogma of the Assumption of 
Mary describes the full salvation of this prime 
disciple of Jesus.  
In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of our hope 
for “the resurrection of the body.” Mary, 
assumed body and soul into heaven, has 
experienced precisely this resurrection and 
hence becomes a sign of hope for the rest of 
the human race. 
When we speak of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Mother’s body, we are not envisioning 
a journey through space, as though Mary 
moved up into the sky. The “heavens” are a rich 
and consistent biblical symbol for the 
transcendent, for a manner of existence that 
lies beyond our familiar dimensions of space 
and time.  
The Assumption of Mary means that the 
Blessed Mother was “translated,” in the totality 
of her being, from this dimensional system to 
the higher one for which we use the term 
“heaven.” Mary, who exists now in this other 
world, is not so much somewhere else as 

somehow else, and this helps to explain why we can speak of her, especially in her 
heavenly state, interceding, helping us, and praying for us.   Bishop Robert Barron 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

“HEART TO HEART” 

ST CARLO ACUTIS MISSION  
Mon 14- Fri 18 September 

in our Schools and Parishes 
Monsignor Anthony Figueirido and Gwen Wisemqn 
will be with us to conduct the Mission in our schools 
and churches.  They bring with them the Primary 
Relic of St Carlo, a portion of his heart, from Assisi 
where he lies in the Church of St Mary Major, next to 
the Bishop’s House. 
 

There will be 3 evenings in our churches for all.  
Tuesday 15 Sept, 7pm in St Mark 
Thursday 17 Sept, 7pm in Ss Mary & Joseph 
Friday 18 Sept, 7pm Closing Mass at Our Lady 
Queen of All Creation. 
 

May the words of the gospel speak to our hearts in these days and deepen our faith 
in the Lord he served with heroic faith and love.   
 

Listen to Fr Anthony speak about St Carlo on his recent trip to Australia.  I am not 
afraid to die. 
Mons. Anthony has written a book about St Carlo: 5 steps to being a saint, a CTS 
booklet, available on Amazon.  St Carlo, Pray for us. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Our goal must be the infinite and not the finite. The Infinite is our homeland. We 
are always expected in Heaven.  St Carlo Acutis, 1991-2006 

 

Ss Mary & Joseph & St Mark 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hemelhempsteadwest  

186 St John’s Rd, Hemel Hempstead HP1 1NR 
01442 391759 

Parish Priest: Fr David Cherry 
davidcherry@rcdow.org.uk 

/         
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 CONTACTS FOR HEMEL WEST 
 

Parish Administrator  
Shirley Bailey 
e: shirleybailey@rcdow.org.uk 
t: 01442 391759 option 2 
 
PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS 
Loretta Anderson 
e: hhwestsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  
 

Tony Adams 
e: hhwestsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 
Alternatively contact: 
e: safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk 
 

HALL BOOKINGS 
e: hemelwesthallbookings@rcdow.org.uk      
 

Parish Address: The Presbytery, 186 St 
John’s Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts. HP1 
1NR 

Sunday Cycle:  Year A 
Week Day Readings Year: 2 

Divine Office: Week 3 
 

 
'We make a choice in life: God or nothing. 
St Carlo Acutis chose God - 'Not I, but God' 
in five simple practices. The Mass, 
Adoration, Confession and spiritual 
guidance, befriending the Blessed Mother 
and the saints, and charity. These daily 
'appointments' led Carlo to a life of 
intimacy with Jesus and love for neighbour 
that makes him today the first millennial 
Saint. You and I can be saints by making our 
own Carlo's 'five steps,' which Monsignor 
Figueiredo expounds through his simple 
presentation of Blessed Carlo s captivating 
witness that shows it is achievable with 
desire and God s grace.  
I challenge you to read this booklet with the 
desire to be a saint. Share it with others, 
especially the young, in your homes, 
parishes, schools, universities, and along 
whatever path you tread. You will grow in 
love of God and neighbour, live life close to 
God, and meet Jesus, who awaits us, in this 
life and the next, as our most faithful 
friend.'  

Robert Cardinal Sarah 
'
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tliwe_5Gf3Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tliwe_5Gf3Y


 
FUNDRAISING FOR MNDA & JUMBULANCE TRUST: Friday 21 August, 
7pm with a cold buffet, music by John Knowles, raffle and a quiz. 
Tickets £21. The Stag Rugby Club, Pennine Way, HP2 5UD. To book 
places email valsoares@aol.com or call Irene on 07377804128. 
 

THE PARISH OFFICE will be closed from 24 August until, Monday 31 
August. 
 
ART & SPIRITUALITY: A SIMPLE PRAYER BOOK: Saturday 5 September, 
11am until 3pm. This is day of art and prayer. All are welcome. 
Donation towards materials would be appreciated. For more details 
contact Paula Watkins at paula@paulawatkins.co.uk 
 
MARCH FOR LIFE UK: Saturday 5 September. For more information go 
to www.marchforlife.co.uk or call Isabel on 07773 501721. There are 
also leaflets available in the church porch with more details. 
 
MARY, CAUSE OF OUR JOY, DIOCESAN DAY PILGRIMAGE TO 
WALSINGHAM: Saturday 19 September. £20 per seat. Departing at 
7.30am, we will return at 9pm. Bring your own packed lunch. To book 
please use the QR code or click here and select Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham to make your payment. Closing date: Sunday 8 
September. 
 
NEW CATHOLICS: CONTINUING THE JOURNEY ‘LOOKING BACK, 
LOOKING FORWARD’: Saturday 19 September, 10am until 1pm, 
Vaughan House, Westminster.  

 
CATECHETICAL PROGRAMMES  
First Holy Communion for times and pre-registration meeting 24 Sept. 
Confirmation 2027– available soon 
RCIA (Adult Formation in the Catholic Faith) available later this month.  
Watch this space and the website. 
 
SAFEGUARDING REMINDER: Our Safeguarding Representatives are 
reminding all parents and guardians, that children must not use the 
toilets on their own during Mass. If your child is in year 6 or below, 
they must be accompanied by an adult at all times. 
 
SERVERS: Parents, please note that children cannot be alone with 
one adult in preparation for Mass. Please bring your children to 
church 15 minutes before Mass begins and help them find a robe that 
fits so that they are ready 5 minutes before Mass to pray.  
 
OPPOSE THE ASSISTED SUICIDE BILL: Please see the poster for the 

QR code, or click here. 
_______________________________________________________ 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

FR DON CALLOWAY TALK THIS Sunday 16 August 6pm at St Joseph’s 
Bedwell Crescent, Stevenage SG1 1NG 
 
WOMEN’S FAITH GATHERING: Monday 24 August, 6pm St Joseph’s 
hall. 
 
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE: Thursday 3 September, 7.30pm 
All welcome! 
 
ST CARLO ACUTIS MISSION FROM ASSISI 13-14 September in our 
Schools and Churches.  Programme to follow. 
 
DIOSCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM Sat 19 September 
________________________________________________________ 

 
SIGN UP TO OUR NEW WHATSAPP COMMUNITY  

for Announcements and Parish Groups 
 

 
 
 
 

SMSJ: Ss Mary & Joseph Church, St John's Road, Boxmoor, HP1 1NR 
SM: St Mark’s Church, John F Kennedy School, Hollybush Lane, HP12PH 

AUGUST Holy Mass Intentions 

Sat 15 August  
(SMSJ) 8am 
(SMSJ) 9am   
(SMSJ) 12 noon 
(SMSJ) 4-4.45pm 
 
 
 
(SMSJ) 5pm   

Memoria of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Adoration & Confessions 
Mass Mary Kerwick (RIP) 
Baptism Harry Barnes 
Confessions 
 
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
MARY 
Mass Judite Canha (RIP) 
 

Sun 16 August 
 
(SMSJ) 7.30am 
(SMSJ) 8.30am   
(SMSJ) 10am   
(SM) 11.30am   
 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
MARY 
Holy Hour of Adoration 
Mass For an End to Abortion 
Mass Bernard Varney (RIP) 
Mass People of the Parish 
2pm Caritas Tea at Our Lady’s 

Mon 17 August 
(SMSJ) 10am   

Feria 
Mass Judite Canha (RIP) 
 

Tues 18 August 
(SMSJ) 10am 

Feria 
Mass George Gardner Snr (RIP) 

Wed 19 August 
(SMSJ) 7.30am 
(SMSJ) 9am 
(SMSJ) 10am   

Feria 
Mass  
Holy Hour of Adoration 
Mass Judite Canha (RIP) 

Thurs 20 August 
(SMSJ) 10am 

Saint Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the Church 
Mass Judite Canha (RIP) 

Fri 21 August 
(SMSJ) 9am 
(SMSJ) 10am 

St Pius X, Pope 
Holy Hour of Adoration 
Mass Christine Ward (RIP) 

Sat 22 August 
(SMSJ) 8am 
(SMSJ) 9am 
(SMSJ) 4-4.45pm 
 
 
(SMSJ) 5pm   

The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Adoration & Confessions 
Mass Simon (RIP) 
Confessions 
 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mass Fr Dennis Opoku (Ordination ANNIV) 

Sun 23 August 
(SMSJ) 7.30am 
(SMSJ) 8.30am   
(SMSJ) 10am 
(SM) 11.30am 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Holy Hour of Adoration 
Mass People of the Parish 
Mass  
Mass David Porter (RIP) 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Saturday 8am-8.45am & 4pm-4.45pm at SS Mary & Joseph Church  

 
THE POPE'S MONTHLY INTENTION FOR AUGUST:  
For evangelization in the city. Let us pray that in large cities often marked 
by anonymity and loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, 
discovering creative paths to build community. 
 
THE SICK:  
Paula Moore, John Ranch, Margaret Marchant, Tommy McLoughlin, 
Chrissie Ward, Juliet Edgar, Peter & Rose Gray, Andrew Cooper, David 
Turner, Andy Swift, David O’Mahoney, Rosie Fletcher, Lucy Chapman, 
Ellen Brett, Susana, Fr Dennis Opoku, Sabina Xavier, Jacqueline Austin, 
Merril Delaney, Marie Anthony, Terry Pearson, Mary Alcock, Louie Reidy 
 
THE DEPARTED: 
Anna Carmichael, Fong Sang Suen, Teresa Tipper, Judith Foley 
 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hemelhempsteadwest/donate-2/
https://rcdow.org.uk/event/continuing-the-journey-looking-back-and-looking-forward-an-event-for-new-adult-catholics/
https://rcdow.org.uk/event/continuing-the-journey-looking-back-and-looking-forward-an-event-for-new-adult-catholics/
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hemelhempsteadwest/sacramental-prep/first-holy-communion-preparation/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/opposing-assisted-suicide/

