
 
 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS 

11th August £1436.96 
which includes £536.96 collection 

plus £900 (avg p w) Standing Orders for April 

The Diocesan levy on Parishes is 33%. 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Text PARISH HENDO  

to 70800 to donate £5 automatically. 

 

THE CALENDAR THIS WEEK 
Saint John Eudes (1601 - 1680) was born and died 

in Normandy. He was ordained priest and spent many 

years preaching parish missions. He organized a 

congregation of nuns that grew into the Sisters of Our 
Lady of Charity, dedicated to the care of women rescued 

from a disorderly life, and a congregation of priests 

dedicated to the running of seminaries. He was active in 

encouraging devotion to the Sacred Heart, and to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
In his time the Church in France was corrupt and in 

many ways a source of evil rather than grace. The higher 

clergy were rich and privileged, and enjoyed and 

guarded their privileges (the country was run, and wars 
were waged, by a cardinal). The lower clergy were 

ignorant and the common people were poor, 

superstitious, and oppressed as much spiritually as 

materially. To this mix was added the poison of 
Jansenism, which taught that human nature was 

corrupt, original sin rampant, and perfection was both 

necessary for salvation and practically unattainable. 

In such circumstances, setting up seminaries to ensure 
the proper education of priests becomes itself a 

revolutionary act, and the encouragement of devotion to 

the Sacred Heart – to the emotional core of Jesus – 

becomes not a sweet pious platitude but a defiant 
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20th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 S 17 6.00pm       the people of the Parish & their needs 
 Su 18 10.00am      our departed loved ones 

   12noon       Frank & Margaret Potter (rip) 

 

 M 19 10.00am St John Eudes    the housebound 
 T 20 10.00am  St Bernard    Ann Cranfield (rip) 

 W 21 10.00am St Pius X    those awaiting exam results 

 T 22 7.30am  The Queenship of the BVM  intentions of Tracy Suchira 

 F 23 10.00am St Rose of Lima    priest’s intention 
 S 24 9.00am  St Bartholomew   special intentions 

 

21st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 S 24 6.00pm       those struggling with anxiety 
 Su 25 10.00am      the people of the Parish & their needs 

   12noon       Joe Alfonso (rip) 
 

Mass times and intentions are subject to change if there is a funeral. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: after Mass on Saturday morning 

and on First Friday: after Mass until midday 

Holy Rosary: Saturday 5pm 
Confessions: Saturday 9.30-10am; 5.15-5.45pm and at call 

Holy Matrimony: in accordance with the norms of Canon Law, six months’ notice must be given, whether the marriage is 

here or abroad, to enable the required spiritual preparation to take place and for the paperwork to be gathered and, if 

necessary, submitted to the Chancellor of the Diocese. Please make an appointment to see the Parish Priest. 

Parish Centre Bookings: call the Parish Office.  

The Parish Secretary is Mrs Sheila Barr. 

 

Tel:020


proclamation that the centre of God’s essence is his love, 

not condemnation. 
St Bernard of Clairvaux (1090 - 1153) was born 

near Dijon, in France, in 1090, of a noble family. In 1112 

he joined the new monastery at Cîteaux. This had been 

founded fourteen years before, in a bid to reject the 
laxity and riches of the Benedictine Order (as 

exemplified by great monasteries such as Cluny) and to 

return to a primitive poverty and austerity of life. 

Bernard arrived at Cîteaux with four of his five brothers 
and two dozen friends. Within three years he had been 

sent out to found a new monastery at Clairvaux, in 

Champagne, where he remained abbot for the rest of his 

life. By the time of his death, the Cistercian Order had 
grown from one house to 343, of which 68 were 

daughter houses of Clairvaux itself. 

Bernard was a man of great holiness and wisdom, and 

although he was often in very poor health, he was active 
in many of the great public debates of the time. He 

strongly opposed the luxurious lives of some of the 

clergy, and fought against the persecution of the Jews. 

He was also a prolific writer, of an inspiring rather than 
a technical kind.  

Pope St Pius X (1835 - 1914) was born in the village 

of Riese, near Venice, one of ten children of a very poor 

family. He was ordained to the priesthood at the age of 
23. He was successively bishop of Mantua and of Venice, 

and was elected Pope, against his wishes, in 1903. In 

his time as Pope, he sought to “restore all things in 

Christ.” He insisted on the separation of Church and 
State, and banned the formation of political associations 

that claimed exclusive religious sanction for their 

political programme, whether of the Left or of the Right. 

He revised the code of Canon Law, founded an institute 
for scriptural studies, and initiated the revision of the 

Latin translation of the Bible (the Vulgate) and the 

reform of the liturgy. 

He lived in great poverty even when he was Pope, and 
preached sermons every Sunday in the courtyards of the 

Vatican, to any who would listen. In his simplicity and 

goodness of heart, he performed miracles even when he 

was alive, and the clamour for his canonization started 
immediately after his death, on 20th August 1914, 

broken-hearted at the outbreak of the First World War. 

St Rose of Lima (1586 - 1617) was born in Lima, in 

Peru. She lived a life of selflessness and devotion from 
an early age. She refused to marry, and became a 

Dominican tertiary at the age of 20. Her asceticism and 

her intense spiritual experiences excited the criticism of 

her friends and family and the suspicion of the Church 
authorities. She cared for the sick, the poor and slaves. 

She was the first person in the Americas to be 

canonized, and is a patron saint of South America. 

Saint Bartholomew, Apostle was born at Cana and 
brought by the Apostle Philip to meet Jesus. Nothing 

further is known for certain. Eusebius speaks of him in 

India, but the Roman Martyrology has him martyred in 

Armenia, skinned alive according to the Persian custom. 
Because his relics were enshrined on the island in the 

Tiber that is principally used as a hospital, he has 

become a patron saint of the sick. 

On Thursday we celebrate the Queenship of Mary, the 
Octave Day of the Assumption. Above our Altar stands 

the Pieta. In Mary’s desolation we see a true mirror of 

the Incarnation in which God takes on human flesh with 

all its consequent damage and openness to suffering. 
When, in 431AD, the Council of Ephesus spoke of the 

Mother of Jesus as the “Mother of God” it was asserting 

that the two natures of her Son co-exist in the perfect 

harmony of a single person. The Letter to the Colossians 

witnesses to the truth that Jesus: “is the image of the 

unseen God” and that “in his body lies the fullness of 
divinity”: as the Church of the first centuries struggled 

to find a way to express this mystery they found that 

Mary had an integral part to play not just in her original 

act of faith leading into his conception and birth, but as 
an ongoing guarantee of orthodox belief. 

Clearly our belief in Mary’s Assumption is an acceptance 

of God’s plan for our destiny: “it is my Father’s will that 

whoever sees the Son and believes in him shall have 
eternal life” (John 6:39) – but Mary’s position in heaven 

is so much more than another of the redeemed taking 

up the place prepared for her in eternity. It is 

inconceivable that the union of hearts fostered on this 
earth should not find its fulfilment in heaven. If an 

interdependence existed in this life, the Church’s 

dogmatic teaching about Christ’s Mother being taken 

wholly into the next does not just make sense but 
follows the logic of the heart. How could Jesus not want 

his Mother at his side? How could she not want to enter 

completely into the joy of the Father’s kingdom of love? 

 
PLEASE pray for Vocations to the Priesthood, 

Diaconate and Religious Life. For those who are sick 

either at Home, in Hospital or Nursing Home – Salvatore 

Capone, Petrina Peters, Erlinda Allegio, Elaine Geary, 
Patience Chinwada, Malachy and Anne Drury, Sheila 

Barr, Bunny France, Jim O’Brien; for the recently 

departed; those killed as a result of the violence and 

terrorism. For an end to abortion. For the Holy Souls in 
purgatory. For peace in the world and that those who 

govern the nations may do so wisely and justly. 

 

SUMMER RAFFLE Tickets now available - £1 each/£5 
per book. Please sell them to family & friends. 

 

First Holy Communion 2020 

Confirmation 2020 
Forms for First Holy Communion (entering Year 3 next 

year) and for Confirmation (entering Year 9 next year) 

are available at the back of Church. Please complete 

them as soon as possible and return them to the 
Presbytery without delay. The absolute deadline for 

applications for both of these is September 15th.  

 

FEAST DAY OF OUR LADY OF DOLOURS 
September 15th – Solemn Mass at 12noon. Bishop Paul  

McAleenan will preside. Hog Roast after Mass. There is 

a list at the back of Church for donations of salads and 

desserts. Please do come along to Mass at 12 on that 
day to celebrate the Feast Day of our Parish. 

 

PERMANENT DEACON 

Fr Tim has been asked to oversee the final year of 
Jonathan Chappell’s formation for the Permanent 

Diaconate. All being well, Jonathan will be ordained 

Deacon in the middle of next year and then will be 

assigned to this Parish. More of this later. 


