
WEEKLY OFFERINGS 

Please think about making a donation to support 

the Parish. Just think what you spend in the various 
events of your lives and then consider what you give to 

the Church. Is it appropriate? Donations can be made at 

Mass, via our website, through the Contactless Machine 

at the back of Church or by scanning the QR Code 
below. If you are able to Gift Aid your donations, please 

do so. This allows us to claim an extra 25p for every £1 

you donate from the Government.  

 

On this 5th Sunday of Lent we enter Passiontide. The 

veiling of statues and images reminds us that our focus 

is clear; nothing should distract us from the journey to 
Calvary. “Keep your eyes on the Crucified” says St 

Teresa of Avila. The forty days and nights that Jesus 

spent in the wilderness point towards Gethsemane. 

Writing of what took place after the Last Supper when 
Jesus went out into the night to the Mount of Olives, 

Pope Benedict XVI said: “anyone who spends time here 

is confronted with one of the most dramatic moments in 

the mystery of our Saviour. It was here that Jesus 
experienced that final loneliness, the whole anguish of 

the human condition. Here the abyss of sin and evil 

penetrated deep within his soul. Here he was to quake 

with foreboding of his imminent death. Here he was 
kissed by the betrayer. Here he was abandoned by all 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 S 16 6.00pm       Giuseppe Bosi (anniv) 

 Su 17 10.00am      intentions of Mary Ann O’Neill 

   12noon       Violet Sinclair (rip) 
 

 M 18 10.00am Lent feria    intentions of Marites Lopez 

 T 19 10.00am  ST JOSEPH    with St Joseph’s School 

 W 20 10.00am Lent feria    intentions of the Allington families 
 T 21 [8.00am TLM Lent feria    Jim Browerman (rec dec)] 

 F 22 10.00am Lent feria    Holy Souls in purgatory 

 S 23 10.00am Lent feria    Henry & Ellen Gaitskell (rip) 

 
PALM SUNDAY 

 S 23 6.00pm       private intention 

 Su 24  ++ 10.00am      the people of the Parish & their needs 

   12noon       Rizalino Bolinao (anniv) 
++ start from the Hall 

Mass times and intentions are subject to change if there is a funeral. 

First Friday:  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Adoration, Litany & Benediction  

Confessions: Saturday 9.00-9.45am; 5.00-5.45pm and at call 

Holy Rosary each day after Mass – Legion of Mary Wednesday after Mass 

Holy Matrimony: in accordance with the norms of Canon Law, six months’ notice must be given, whether the marriage is here 

or abroad, to enable the required spiritual preparation to take place and for the paperwork to be gathered and, if necessary, 

submitted to the Chancellor of the Diocese. Please make an appointment to see the Parish Priest. 

Our Parish takes the issue of Safeguarding children and vulnerable adults very seriously and stringently follows the measures 
instituted by the Diocese of Westminster. Full details of these measures and policies can be found here: 

https://rcdow.org.uk/safeguarding/   

The Parish Safeguarding Representative is Bertha Alvares – hendonsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

If you are concerned about the welfare of a child or adult at risk, do not delay in contacting the police, using 999 if a 

child or adult is believed to be in immediate danger. 

VISITING PRIESTS 

If you have a priest relative/friend visiting the Parish, then please note that all visiting and supply priests need to have a Celebret 

(if ministering in England and Wales) or a Testimonial of Suitability for Ministry if coming from elsewhere. This is a legal requirement 

if they wish to celebrate or concelebrate Mass or any other service. Priests coming from abroad have to apply in advance to the 
Vicar General in Westminster so that appropriate checks can be carried out. 

 

Tel:020


his disciples Here he wrestled with his destiny for my 

sake”. 
As we move closer to Holy Week, because we are 

Catholic, sacred liturgical worship should be at the 

centre of our lives. Jesus Christ is present among us in 

the Church’s sacred worship. In the mystery of Holy 
Mass, we are present to the Paschal mystery, the 

sacrifice of Christ’s death on Calvary. Our liturgical 

worship is a foretaste of the heavenly liturgy and 

expresses our love for God. We are made, literally, to 
worship God.  

In worship, we are sanctified - made holy - by the grace 

of union with Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. In 

sacred worship, we are configured to Christ; we offer 
our lives in union with his great act of selfless love on 

the cross, and thus we are formed to love the world as 

he does. For this reason, the Second Vatican Council 

taught that sacred worship of God is “the summit toward 
which the activity of the Church is directed at the same 

time it is the font from which all her power flows.” 

In the Passion Jesus takes into himself the alienation 

and desperation felt by so many: his heart echoes with 
the experience of anyone who has ever known despair. 

All that had previously held together now falls apart, and 

the crowning with thorns is not just an added act of 

barbarity but a potent symbol of the agony which now 
senses utter abandonment. 

Anyone who has ever doubted themselves or God, who 

has ever cried out against the injustices and imbalances 

of this life, who has ever known despondency, can now 
know that Christ has already been there before them. 

The Pope Emeritus understood what all this means: 

“Jesus brings the anguished cry at God’s absence before 

the heart of God himself. He identifies himself with all 
who suffer under ‘God’s darkness’; he takes their cry, 

their anguish, all their helplessness upon himself – and 

in so doing he transforms it”. 

 
The Missal Today 

Entrance Antiphon  

The post Vatican II Missal kept the antiphon that used 

to introduce Passiontide since at least the eighth 
century. It offers a prayer that God will judge against a 

faithless nation and grant rescue from the deceitful and 

cunning. 

Collect 
The Collect looks forward to the Passion of Christ and 

begs for the same charity he showed as he handed 

himself over to death. This prayer was new to the post-

Vatican II Missal, which reworked an older prayer from 
the Mozarabic tradition of the Catholic Church. It 

originated as part of the sign of peace, but it fittingly 

serves here as we fix our attention more closely on the 

cross of Christ;- fix your eyes on the Crucified. 
Prayer over the Offerings  

We pray that the faithful familiar with the teachings of 

the Christian faith may be purified by this sacrifice. The 

prayer is the same as the one from the Mass for the third 
scrutiny from the Gelasian Sacramentary - except for 

one word: “teachings.” The original word was “first 

fruits,” which can be found in the prayer from the ritual 

Mass used today if there is a scrutiny. The two versions 
of the prayer contrast those who have begun to learn 

the faith and those who have absorbed it - the elect and 

the faithful.  

Communion Antiphon  
The three options were all new to the post Vatican II 

Missal, and they are drawn from the Gospels of Years A, 

B, and C. The first applies to Year A and any year where 

there is a scrutiny at this Mass. The second is for Year 

C, which has retained the pre-Vatican II Gospel for this 

day. The third, to be used when “another Gospel” is read 
(the same phrase appearing in last Sunday's 

Communion antiphon options), is logically reduced to 

non-scrutiny Year B usage. All the texts preserve the 

custom of linking the Communion antiphon to the Gospel 
of the day the day. They replace an antiphon that quoted 

Jesus' words over the bread and the wine at the Last 

Supper, which worked well when the Passion was read 

on this day, but now are premature in the slower 
evolution of the season.  

Prayer after Communion  

We pray to be counted among those sharing Communion 

in the Body and Blood of Christ. The original version of 
this prayer comes from the Verona Sacramentary (5th 

century), among the collection for prayers during 

drought in the month of October. By the next century it 

had moved to Monday of the Second Week of Lent, and 
the post-Vatican II Missal assigned it here.  

 

PILGRIMAGE AROUND POLAND 

10 – 15.06.2024 
Costs:  

£800 – for single room  

£750 – for double room / pp. + airline ticket approx. 

£100-150 / pp.  
Costs include:  

Transport by coach throughout visit (including transfer 

from airport to Poznan)  

English speaking guide  
Meals: breakfasts and evening meals as listed in the 

program  

Entry tickets and local tour guide fees  

Important information:  
- costs do not include the airline tickets: London – 

Berlin/Poznan or Krakow – London.  

- participants will need to arrange individual insurance 

for the duration of the pilgrimage.  
- people who do not have British citizenship or 

citizenship of a European Union country must apply for 

a Schengen Visa. Please contact with Fr Bartosz - 

cunctus@wp.pl 
 

OUR LADY’S PANTRY 

We need the following for Our Lady’s Pantry: Pasta, 

Spaghetti, Biscuits, Tea, Cereal, Individual packet soup, 
Pasta Sauce, sweetcorn (tins) 

 

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Westminster Cathedral, 

Saturday 25th May 2024 at 2:30pm. 

The Cardinal is inviting to this Mass all couples in the 

Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 
40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding 

anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2024.  If you are 

celebrating an anniversary, please give Fr Tim the 

following details: husband and wife’s names, wedding 
date, full postal address and email (or telephone 

number, if no email).  

 

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES 
Meeting THIS Sunday, 17th March at 11am in the Hall. 


