
PRAYERS FOR LENT 2021, NO. 6 

GOSPEL PASSAGE, BLESSING OF PALMS:  JN 12:12–16 (ESV)  

The Triumphal Entry 

12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast  
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took  
branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out,  
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,  
even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey  
and sat on it, just as it is written, 

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
behold, your king is coming, 
sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but  
when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these  
things had been written about him and had been done to him. 
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER …  

1. What would have 

been my response to 

seeing Jesus on a 

donkey making His 

Messianic entry to the 

Holy City?  Would I 

have been excited, or 

would I have been 

worried, to have been in that crowd?   

2. It will only be a few days until another crowd will be at the 

Praetorium before Pilate baying for Jesus’s blood!   Might I 

have been in that crowd, too?  Might I have been swayed by 

those in power to swing behind their elimination of Jesus?   

3. How I am I going to keep this Holy Week truly holy? 

EXTRACT FROM PATRIS CORDE   

(Pope Francis’s letter on the Year of St Joseph 2020/21) 

Saint Joseph was a carpenter who 
earned an honest living to provide for 
his family.  From him, Jesus learned the 
value, the dignity and the joy of what it 
means to eat bread that is the fruit of 
one’s own labour. 

… Employment has once more become 
a burning social issue, and 
unemployment at times reaches record 
levels even in nations that for decades have enjoyed a certain degree 
of prosperity[:] there is a renewed need to appreciate the importance 
of dignified work, of which Saint Joseph is an exemplary patron. 

Work is a means of participating in the work of salvation, an 
opportunity to hasten the coming of the Kingdom, to develop our 
talents and abilities, and to put them at the service of society and 
fraternal communion.  It becomes an opportunity for the fulfilment 
not only of oneself, but also of … the family.  A family without work is 
particularly vulnerable to difficulties, tensions, estrangement and even 
break-up.  How can we speak of human dignity without working to 
ensure that everyone is able to earn a decent living? 

Working persons, whatever their job may be, are cooperating with 
God himself, and in some way become creators of the world around 
us.  The crisis of our time, which is economic, social, cultural and 
spiritual, can serve as a summons for all of us to rediscover the value, 
the importance and necessity of work for bringing about a new 
“normal” from which no one is excluded.  Saint Joseph’s work 
reminds us that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work. 
The loss of employment that affects so many of our brothers and 
sisters, and has increased as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
should serve as a summons to review our priorities.  Let us implore 
Saint Joseph the Worker to help us find ways to express our firm 
conviction that no young person, no person at all, no family should be 
without work!            (from §6 A Working Father) 



CAFOD LENT REFLECTION FOR GOOD FRIDAY 
 

 
It is fulfilled 

“He said, ‘It is fulfilled’; and bowing His head He gave up His 

spirit.” (John 19:30) 

Today, on Good Friday, we remember the passion and death 
of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  It is not an easy story — it is filled 
with betrayal, violence and sorrow.   

Yet we know that Christ’s death is not without a purpose. He 
fulfilled the words of scripture that had foretold the coming of the 
Messiah. He died for us and for our salvation.   

As it says in today’s first reading:   

“On Him lies a punishment that brings us peace, and 
through His wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5).  

Today, as we pray and fast, we seek forgiveness for all that we 
have done wrong.  And we recommit ourselves to living as 
Christ has shown us.   

Good Friday prayer 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.  

Forgive me for the times I have done wrong.  For the times I 

have closed my eyes to injustice, or my heart to the needs 

of others, have mercy on me, I pray.  Amen.  

BR FRANCESCO PATTON APPEALS FOR THE CHRISTIANS OF 

THE HOLY LAND — 24th March 2021 

The Custos of 

the Holy Land, 

the Fransiscan 

friar in charge 

of the Holy 

Places, writes 

to the whole 

Church …  
In the past year, even in the Holy Land we have been severely 

tested by the pandemic that has paralyzed the whole world. 

Despite this situation, we have continued to take care of the Holy 

Places of our redemption and the small Christian community that 

still exists and endures here.  At the Holy Sepulchre, in 

Gethsemane, in Bethlehem, in Nazareth, and in the other shrines 

we have intensified our prayers for the whole world. 

In the parishes, we continue to take care of Arabic, Hebrew, and 

Greek-speaking Christians, migrant workers, and refugees.  

Through our Terra Sancta schools, around 10 thousand children, 

teenagers, and young people are able to benefit from a good 

education.  The charitable commitment has intensified to meet 

the essential needs of a very tested local population — not only 

by the pandemic — but also by war, and by the absence of social 

and health assistance.  All this has a cost that is largely covered 

by the Good Friday Collection every year. 

This year, more than ever, we need the generosity of Christians 

around the world, the generosity of each and every one of you.  

Please help us again this year, according to your possibilities, 

according to the generosity of your heart, so that we can continue 

to help those in need.  May the Lord bless and reward you! 


