Christ the King
Theme:
Jesus Christ is King. Proper 29 (34) Year C
Object:
Several different types of hats and a crown.
Scripture:
There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE
JEWS. Luke 23:38 (NIV)
One of the things I enjoyed most in school was a special day called "Hat Day." All of the students
and teachers wore a hat to school on that day. You would see all kinds of hats -- big hats, small
hats, cloth hats, and straw hats. Some were very funny. You know, you can tell a lot about a
person by the kind of hat he wears. Sometimes, you can even tell what a person does for a living
by the kind of hat he or she wears. I have a bag full of hats to show you. As I take a hat out of my
bag, raise your hand if you think you know who would wear that kind of hat.
Who knows who would wear a hat like this? (Fire Fighter's Hat) Right! A fire fighter. That was
easy, wasn't it?
How about this one? (Hard Hat) Oh, you are right again. Someone who works in construction
would wear a hat like this. It is sometimes called a hard hat. People who build buildings,
highways, bridges, and things like that.
Have you ever seen anyone wearing a hat like this? (Cowboy Hat) Who would wear a hat like
this? Yahoo! You got that right, it is worn by a cowboy or cowgirl.
Now, this next one is a little different. Let's see if you can get this one. (Crown) I wonder who
would wear something like this? Can you guess? I can't fool you, a crown is worn by a king or
queen, isn't it?
Today's lesson is about a King who was born many years ago. This king was different from most.
What made this king different? Well, for one thing, he didn't live in a palace. He didn't wear a
beautiful robe or a jeweled crown. He had no servants to wait on him -- and and no soldiers to
fight his battles. He didn't even have a country over which to rule and there were no coins
engraved with his face or his name.
I imagine that most of you have probably guessed who this king is. The King is Jesus. He is not
just any king, he is the King of Kings. His kingdom is not on earth, his kingdom is in heaven. That
is why many people never chose to make him their king. When Jesus was on earth, the people
were looking for a king who would set up a kingdom on earth. A kingdom where they would share
the wealth and power.
Jesus did finally wear a crown, but it wasn't a crown of gold with jewels, it was a crown of thorns.
A cross became his throne and above his head was a sign that read, "This is the King of the
Jews." Roman soldiers stood beneath his cross and mocked him. "If you are the King of the
Jews, save yourself!" they cried.
Crucified 0n each side of Jesus were two criminals. One of them mocked him saying, "If you are
the Messiah, prove it. Save yourself—and us, too, while you're at it!"
But the other criminal said, "We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man has done nothing
wrong." Then he turned to Jesus and said, "Remember me when you come into your Kingdom."
Jesus replied, "Today you will be with me in paradise."
Some people still refuse to recognize Jesus as King. But all around the world today the Word is
spoken, "Jesus Christ is still the King of Kings."

Jesus, today we crown you King and make you Lord of our life. Amen.
HATS RACE: Two teams will run a relay to the hats, put a hat on and run back to their team
member, who will then run down to the pile of hats for their team and put on another hat. This
will continue until all the hats for each team have been put on and everyone is back on their
team line. When their team is done, they will all say together JESUS CHRIST IS KING!! Teacher,
make sure that there is a CROWN in your pile of "hats" to go along with today's story!
CROWNS TO WEAR: Have children cut out and decorate a CROWN and write JESUS IS THE
KINGS OF KINGS. Have gel glue, sequins, glitter, etc available to make a beautiful crown for the
KING!
CROWN OF THORNS: Give each child a piece of cut poster board with the letters written on it,
KING OF KINGS... and let children glue toothpicks on the poster picture to look like a crown of
thorns.
HAT HUNT: Teacher can have a scavenger hunt with hats that could be used for the HAT RELAY
RACE if desired. HATS can have a Bible verse or phrase from our lesson such as KING OF THE
JEWS, KING OF KINGS, JESUS IS KING, KINGDOM, CROWN OF THORNS.
CROSS CHALKBOARD DRAWING: Teacher can have large cross drawn on the chalkboard (with
the SIDE of the chalk) and children can write THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS on the board and
use colored chalk to draw or write words about the story around the chalk drawing while the
story is discussed. Teacher could have some lines for the words with some of the letters missing
for children to fill in for the words of our story, as listed above in the HAT HUNT.
MUSICAL HATS
Option 1: This can be played like musical chairs but as the music plays, the children will pass
hats around (1 hat less than there are children) until the music stops and the child without a hat
is allowed to take one hat and take a seat (so there will still be one hat less than there are
children).
Option 2: Played like musical chairs but only ONE hat could be passed around and the child that
is holding the hat can leave the game and go to the chalkboard to write one of the words from
the story inside a hat that is drawn on the board, while the "musical hat" continues.

King Backward
Theme:
Christ is King! Proper 29 (34) Year C
Object:
A Crown
Scripture:
The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One." The soldiers also
came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, "If you are the king of the
Jews, save yourself." There was a written notice above him, which read:THIS IS THE KING OF
THE JEWS. Luke 23:35-38 (NIV)
This morning I am going to tell you a story about a king. As you know, a king usually wears a
crown made of gold, silver, and precious jewels -- a crown similar to this one that I have with me
this morning. The king in our story wore a different kind of crown. Listen as I tell you the story of
"King Backward."
Once upon a time, a long time ago, there lived a King. He was no ordinary king. He was different
from other kings because He did everything Backward from the way other kings did them. From
the very day he was born, you could tell that this king was going to be different. Most kings are
usually born in a palace, but this king was born in a stable surrounded by donkeys, sheep and
cows. It wasn't a very big beginning for a king. In fact, very few people even knew that a king had

been born. Only a handful of shepherds and three wise men got the word that a king had been
born.
As the infant king grew into a man, he continued to be different from other kings. While most
kings spent all of their time building up riches of silver, gold, and jewels, this king owned nothing
at all. And while most kings surrounded themselves with servants, He chose to be a servant. He
could often be found helping others.
As time went on, people became very unhappy with their King because He just didn't act the way
that they thought a king should act. Instead of riding into town on a big white horse the way other
kings usually did, their king rode into town on the back of a donkey. Was that any way for a king
to act?
And the people He chose to be his friends! His closest friends were a bunch of smelly fishermen
and He could often be seen visiting with the poor and eating with sinners.
Finally the people decided that they had put up with this King long enough. If He couldn't act the
way a king should act, then they didn't want Him to be their king any more. They made a plan to
have Him arrested and thrown into prison.
Their plan worked. When the day came for his trial, the King stood before the people. Instead of
shouting "Hail to the King, Long live the King!" they shouted, "Crucify Him! He is not our king!
Crucify Him!." So they crucified the King. They nailed Him to a cross; they put a crown made of
thorns on his head; they poked Him with sharp sticks and made fun of Him. What a way for a king
to die! After He was crucified, they took His body and put it in a borrowed tomb.
Wait, that isn't the end of the story. Remember ... this King was different! King Backward rose
from the grave to live forever. Now, instead of being the Backward King, He is the Forever King.
He is the King to anyone who chooses Him to be their King. Oh, there are still some people who
call Him "King Backward," but those who know Him don't call Him that ... they call him King
Jesus!
Jesus wants to be your king too, and if you choose Him to be your King, you will live happily
forever, and forever after!
Dear Jesus, today we crown you King and Lord of our life. Amen.

