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Fr Michael Lambert - Golden Jubilee of Ordination 
 

Even a cursory glance at the apostles, whom Jesus called to serve him, reveals that they were rather a 
motley group of characters, with the emphasis on “character”. Young and old, hot-headed and thoughtful, 
some athletic, some good at money, some ambitious, some doubtful, thin ones and not so thin ones!! Yes, a 
rather motley group of characters!  
What was common to them all, however, is that they did not always get it right but were big enough to ask 
forgiveness, get up again and continue. And . . . Jesus never gave up on them. They all persevered to the end 
and were loyal to the point of giving their lives totally to God. They were trustworthy and full of trust in God 
and their one desire was to reveal, to all who would listen, the love God had for all people. They spoke of a 
God who desired, above all, to give us life in its fullness here and now as well as hereafter; of a God who 
wanted to remove any barriers that stood between us and God; of a God whose love was so great it was life-
giving and all empowering. These characters sought to open up for people a relationship with God that 
would stimulate a desire to share that love with all those they encountered. A love that erupted from the 
very depth of one’s being, a love that sprung from a deep sense of gratitude for the gift received and a 
desire to proclaim the great, great glory of the gift giver . . . . .  God. 
We know this because we have been called in the same way. We are all numbered among these characters. 
But the wisdom of God is such that, as Jesus showed us, there had to be special characters like Peter, James 
and John in the Gospel, who would be leaders. Characters who would help guide, watch over, inspire, 
motivate and care for the people as they made their way through life. But rather than call them leaders, 
Jesus called them SERVANTS.  
Always believing secretly that we can always go one better than God, we gave these servants other names: 
Bishops, Cardinals, Popes, Deacons and of course, priests. Yet all are called to be servants. 
We gather today to celebrate the life and inspiration of one such SERVANT whom we can equally call a 
CHARACTER – MICHAEL LAMBERT - who shared the same desire and the same mission as those characters 
who have gone before us. A SERVANT who has shown and continues to show us that: through service we are 
transformed or, as the Gospel suggests, transfigured to become more and more like Christ. . . . . . Not only do 
those who are served benefit but the servant also grows and is strengthened in the service.  
The readings, today, ask us, as they always do, to look beyond the external and discover the presence and 
the face of God within; to look beyond the image and experience the truth and, in this case, a Golden Truth. 
And this kind of truth, the Gospel tells us, is something that we experience and live rather than understand, 
just like the apostles on the mountain that day with Jesus.  
This time, Michael has invited us to one side to share with him in a prayer of thanksgiving and a 
proclamation of God’s glory for all the great work of love and compassion, goodness and inspiration that he 
has willingly allowed God to work through him. And, as every great general knows, none of this would have 
been possible without you. You who have helped, inspired, encouraged and challenged him along the way. 
In thanking God today, Michael also thanks you!! 
And wasn’t Jesus doing the same thing for his friends in the Gospel?? 
Assumptionists, of whom Fr Michael is one, have never been afraid to publicly state the obvious, that Christ 
is at the centre of our lives, and that we love what Christ loves: Mary, his Mother, and the Church. 
Assumptionists also have the effrontery to make the words of the Our Father their own. We work for the 
coming of the Kingdom – Thy Kingdom Come, we say, – because of our love of Jesus Christ. We spend our 
lives in the apostolate, in whatever form that may take, in leading people to understand that our charism is 
their charism and that it is the charism of all true followers of Christ. . . . . From the beginning, our founder, 
Emmanuel d’Alzon, worked WITH the laity not FOR the laity and wanted a Religious order that would have a 
lay branch working with those who took vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience. Unfortunately, the 
Church was not ready for this radical proposal at the time. But Assumptionists have always promoted the 
role of the laity and given them, where possible, full control of groups, missions and apostolates. We see our 
role as supporter, encourager, nurturer and motivator . . . . . servants!! 
Michael was and is a true Assumptionist in this in every respect. 
Fr Michael has spent his whole life inspiring, leading, guiding, encouraging people to live this charism. Those, 
therefore, who know and have been influenced by him, will also know that they too have been imbued with 
this Assumptionist spirit. The rest of you might not realise it but you are Assumptionists too!!! This 
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Assumptionist Spirit is experienced in the open and supportive welcome people experience in coming to this 
parish – a reflection of the welcome God offers to all who come to him. In its turn the parish has played a 
major role in helping foster this spirit of welcome and caring with and among the local churches, and in the 
town. Our founder Emmanuel d’Alzon worked for unity among Christians from the very first and soon 
realised not only that we have much to learn from each other but also that we grow stronger together.  
In this, too, Michael is a true disciple of our founder. 
Assumptionists are courageous, persevering, and work like four. They are people of initiative, who always 
seek to offer the best to God in liturgy, prayer, worship, ecumenism, formation and justice; and are deeply 
loyal to the Church.  
Once again Michael comes up trumps. . . . . . 
Fr Michael now enters his Golden years. Gold . . . as we all know from iconography - symbolises the ever 
enduring presence of God. It is that Golden spirit that he will share with you in the days ahead. 
It is also appropriate that Michael celebrates his Golden Jubilee in this Jubilee year of Mercy. He has 
championed the feeding of the hungry and the clothing of the naked, visiting the sick and elderly and burying 
the dead, even reaching out across the sea to offer his spirit of support and service to communities in 
Zimbabwe (formerly Rhodesia) as well as many parishes here in England. Michael is a living reminder of 
these words of Mother Theresa: 

“At the end of life we will not be judged by how many diplomas we have received, how 
much money we have made, or how many great things we have done. 
We will be judged by "I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was naked 
and you clothed me. I was homeless, and you took me in, sick and you visited me.”   
Michael will have no fears on this front!! 
Moreover, in being congratulated, Michael, like Florence Nightingale, would reply: 
“If I could give you information of my life it would be to show how a person of very 
ordinary ability has been led by God along strange and unaccustomed paths to do in 
His service what He has done in me. And if I could tell you all, you would see how God 
has done all, and I nothing. I have worked hard, very hard, that is all; and I have never 
refused God anything.”  
Let me conclude with these words adapted from Lines on Rain by John McLeod, ©1985 
I cannot adequately describe the true richness of Michaels’ priestly ministry these last fifty 
years any more that I can really tell you how I feel about the rain 
nor the sunlight's healing rays, nor the sparkling 
majesty of moon and stars bedecking the vaulted 
velvet of the night. . . 
I cannot tell you because 
the words I have are inadequate as tools of expression, 
For the richness and holiness of priestly life cannot be described, any more than a 
rainbow or moonbeam can be captured in a jar! 
I know only that I love the rain and the sun and moon 
and stars in equal measure with a love I cannot gauge or describe and that I am 
inspired by the ministry of Michael. . .  
But I can say (and I am sure I speak for you all when I say):             Are WE not truly 
blessed? 

And . . . . . is not God truly glorified? 
 
 
Let us all now turn towards the Crucifix and shout together 

THY KINGDOM COME! 
THY KINGDOM COME! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wow4u.com/love/index.html
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‘if’ by Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) 
If you can keep your head when all about you 
are losing theirs and blaming it on you, 
If you can trust yourself when everyone doubts you, 
but make allowance for their doubting too; 
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 
Or, being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 
Or being hated, don’t give way to hating, 
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise: 
If you can dream – and not make dreams your master, 
If you can think – and not make thoughts your aim; 
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
and treat those two impostors just the same; 
If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken 
twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 
and stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools: 
If you can make one heap of all your winnings 
and risk it all on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 
And lose, and start again at your beginnings 
And never breathe a word about your loss; 
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 
To serve your turn long after they are gone, 
And so hold on when there is nothing in you 
Except the Will which says to them: “Hold on!” 
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, 
Or walk with kings – nor lose the common touch, 
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 
If all men count with you, but none too much; 
If you can fill the unforgiving minute 
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run, 
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it, 
And – which is more – you’ll be a true disciple of Christ! 


