42 Years A,Band C

Palm (Passion) Sunday

(Two alternative liturgies are given, one for Palm
Sunday and a longer version which includes the
story of Christ’s Passion. The reading of the Passion
for the adult congregation takes some considerable
time, therefore you must check in advance with
your priest and then choose the version appropriate
for your age group and the time available to you.)

INTRODUCTION

The Jews were waiting for a king to lead them
against the Romans and make them free again.
When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday,
he was welcomed as this king, but he came as a
king of peace and not to bring war.

SI1GN OF THE CROSS

LIGHT THE CANDLES

The words of the prophet Isaiah remind us that
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, shared the light of his
love with us all. @¢f Isatah 9:2-3, 6-7)

The world was full of darkness and shadows, but
now it is filled with light so everyone can see. God
sent his only son, Jesus, to fill our world with
peace and love.

SORRY
In this reading from St. Luke, Jesus reminds us
that God will forgive us as easily as we forgive
others. (¢f Luke 6:37-38)

Do not always believe that you are right and
others are wrong, but treat people the way you
would want to be treated. If you are full of
forgiveness for others, then God will be full of
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one sent by the Lord.” Excitement filled the whole
city, and some people asked, “Who is this man?’
The people answered them, ‘It is Jesus from
Nazareth in Galilee.’

DISCUSSION
What did Jesus ask his friends to fetch from the
village?

Would you expect a king to ride on a little
donkey or a grand horse?

Why did Jesus choose a donkey? — By his
actions Jesus was showing the crowds that he was
no soldier, but instead he came as a king of peace,
riding on a meek and gentle donkey.

What did the crowds wave in their hands and.
what words did they use to cheer as he passed? —
They waved branches from the palm trees they.
found along the roadside to welcome this king,
just was we might wave flags in a procession today.
They shouted ‘Hosanna, Hosanna!” — which is a
word used to praise God.

Do you know why Jerusalem was so crowded at
this time? — Many people had come to celebrate
the Passover. This was a feast the Jews shared
together each year to remember how God had
saved them from slavery in Egypt.

AcTiviTy
Because of the length of the adults’ Liturgy of the
Word today, there is often sufficient time to
complete several activities. The suggestions made
should be adapted to suit the age group and
numbers of children in your particular group.

newspaper ‘palms’ to lay before the finished figure.

2. Make a large frieze of Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem. Make the picture detailed an
interesting and using it, allow the children to ret
the story in their own words.

CREED

CLOSING PRAYER

Lord Jesus,

Prince of Peace and King of the World,
we pray that

and that your peace will spread
throughout our world today

and touch the lives of everyone.



