
 

Children’s liturgy –Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  

 

Preparation of the worship space 

Colour: green 

Props: a parachute and inflatable globe, some old newspapers, toilet roll tubes 

and scissors. 

 

Song suggestions: He’s got the whole world in his hands (973, Laudate)  

O Lord, all the world belongs to you (847, Laudate) 

 

Welcome: In today’s gospel Jesus talks to us about a man who has real trouble 

with the tenants who are looking after his vineyard. Let’s find out some more 

about this now. 

 

Opening prayer: Loving God, you sent your son Jesus to show us how to live. 

Help us to listen to your word and care for the world that you have given us. 

Amen. 

 

First reading (optional): Isaiah 5:1-7 

 

Psalm: Psalm 79:9, 12-16, 19-20. R. Is 5:7 

 

Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings the acclamation together. 

Suggestions include: ‘Halle, halle, halle’ (Caribbean) from ‘Sing With the World’, 

Alison Adam & John Bell; ‘Alleluia’ (Zimbabwe), Abraham Maraire Publications, 

WCC & GIA; ‘Celtic Alleluia’ (traditional); ‘Alleluia! Raise the Gospel’ from ‘Go 

Before Us’, Bernadette Farrell, OCP Publications. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43 

 

Gospel reflection: What do you remember about today’s reading? 

 

A man takes good care of his vineyard. He plants grapes in it, builds a fence and 

a tower and a press for making wine from the grapes. Then when he goes away 

he asks some other people to look after it for him. These people are his tenants.  

 

When the time comes for the wine to be ready, the man sends his servants to 

collect it. What happens to the servants? 

 

Eventually the man sends his son because he thinks the tenants will respect and 

listen to him. What do the tenants do the man’s son? How do you think the man 

felt when he heard what the tenants had done?  

 



The tenants were greedy and wanted to keep all the wine for themselves. They 

didn’t want to share it with anyone, not even the man who owned the vineyard.  

Do you think this is what Jesus wants us to be like? What does Jesus want us to 

do? 

 

Jesus told this story so that people could understand more about God and what 

Jesus had come to do on earth. The different characters in the story represent 

God, the prophets – who were God’s messengers to the people – and Jesus.  

 

Who do you think the man who owned the vineyard is? 

Who do you think the servants are who the man sends to deliver a message to 

the tenants? 

Who do you think the son in the story is?  

 

Like the man who gave the vineyard to his tenants to look after, God has given 

us the earth and all that is in it. God also sent his Son Jesus to show us how to 

live.  

 

We are responsible for looking after the earth and all the animals, people and 

plants that are in it. Can you think of ways that we sometimes don’t take as 

good care of the earth as we could? What could we do to change this? 

 

What happens when we don’t look after the earth?  

 

Niger is a country in Africa. Over three quarters of Niger is desert. The weather 

is very hot and there are powerful dust storms. Drought is becoming worse and 

happening more often, which means people struggle to get enough food to live.  

 

CAFOD is helping people in Niger by teaching them about different types of 

crops. They are also learning to dig half-moon shapes in the soil to help keep as 

much water as possible in, so that their crops will grow and produce fruit. (There 

is a photo of the half moons in the accompanying photo PowerPoint, which you 

could share with the children) 

 

The bad tenants in the gospel story thought only about themselves. Jesus asks 

us to think about other people too, to use the resources of the earth wisely so 

that everyone can have their fair share and enjoy the wonders of God’s creation 

now and in the future. 

 

What will you do to take care of the earth now and in the future?  

 

Intercessions You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or  

you can use the suggestions below. 

 



Let’s give thanks to God for the earth and all the wonders in it as we pray 

together: 

 

We pray for world leaders: that they may do all that they can to protect the 

earth so that all people now and in the future can enjoy the wonders of God’s 

creation. Lord, in your mercy…  

 

We pray for our brothers and sisters around the world: that they may have the 

chance to enjoy God’s creation and to grow and produce the food that they need 

to live. Lord, in your mercy…  

 

We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may treat the earth and all 

that is in it with respect, never taking more than we need. Lord, in your mercy… 

 

Closing prayer: Creator God, may we listen to your word. Teach us to care for 

each other and for all creation so that all people may have what they need. 

Amen. 

 

Activity suggestions 

 

Ask the children to colour in the accompanying illustration and on the back to 

write or draw how they will take care of the earth so that all people now and in 

the future can have their fair share and enjoy the wonders of God’s creation.  

 

If you have a parachute, you could play this game with the children to 

encourage them to work together to look after our world. Arrange the children 

around the parachute so that they are all holding a section. Place a large 

inflatable globe in the middle of the chute. As the children pull the parachute 

taut, the globe is lifted into the air. As the globe gains momentum, it is lifted 

higher and higher. The children have to work together to prevent the world from 

falling off the parachute.  

 

Make plant pots with recycled newspaper with the children so that they can plant 

some seeds and start growing their own vegetables or plants:  

 

1. Open a newspaper to the middle pages. Cut along the centre fold. Each 

half sheet will make one plant pot. 

2. Take one sheet of newspaper and fold it neatly in half lengthways to 

create a long strip. The folded edge will the top of your plant pot. 

3. Take a toilet roll tube and roll the paper around it. Leave about two 

centimetres of toilet roll showing at the folded end of the paper. This will 

help you to remove the toilet roll when you have finished making the pot. 

4. Now crunch the paper at the other end into the toilet roll tube to make the 

bottom of your plant pot. Give it a little twist as you go to make sure no 

compost will fall out later on. 



5. Finally, remove the toilet roll tube and admire your pot! It’s now ready for 

soil or compost and a seed! 

 

Share our interactive desktop and explore the stories and images with the 

children.    

 

Ask the children to go home and share all that they have heard and thought 

about today. Ask them to think carefully about how they use the earth’s 

resources in the coming week and to try to do at least one thing to show that 

they respect and care for the earth and all the people who live in it. 

http://picturemyworld.cafod.org.uk/2010/02/08/go-green-with-our-fun-desktop/

