FIRST SUNDAY FIRST READING: Isaiah 63:16-17, 19; 64:2-7
OF ADVENT This is a reading from the prophet Isaiah.
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Our first reading today tells us - : '

that, in spite of God’s continued love
and care, the chosen people have
sinned, they have wandered away
from their covenant relationship
with their Creator. They cry out
again for redemption.
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The Gospel focuses on the coming
of Christ at the end of time and our
need to be prepared. It was the
constant warning of the early church:
Christ will come again, but we do not
know the time. Like the early
Christians, we are called to love in
such a way that we are always ready
to greet the Lord at his coming. We
too are urged to “stay awake, be
ready!”

REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

Ask the children questions which
will help them become aware that we
usually prepare for events because
we know the time they are expected.
For example: we prepare for
Christmas now because we know that
Christmas is celebrated on December
25th. We prepare for a birthday
party because we know the date of
the birthday. But Jesus tells us in
today’s Gospel that we do not know
the date when he will come again.
He tells us that because we don’t
know the time, we must always be
ready. Christians must always be
ready to meet Jesus when he comes.

Ask the children how they think
we can “always be ready”? What
does Jesus mean, “be ready”? What
would we want to be doing when
Jesus comes? We can be ready by
trying to live the way God wants us
to, by praying and staying close to
God, who made each one of us.
Spend some time, if possible, on the
image presented in the first reading:
“We are the clay and you are the
potter.”

The children should leave today’s
liturgy believing that we are waiting
for a day of joy and peace and that
there are things we can do (on their
level) to be ready for it. They should
also be aware that even though we
are not always perfect, God loves us
and is always our Creator, the God
who made us, the Redeemer and is
with us to help us live as Jesus tells
us to live.



