Children’s liturgy – Sixth Sunday of Easter (Year B)
Preparing the worship space
Colour: White
Props: Pencil, paper, scissors, crayons.
Song suggestions: Bind us together Lord (80, Celebration Hymnal for
Everyone.)
Welcome: Today Jesus asks us to love one another as he loves us. He talks
about the importance of looking out for our friends, and how we can all be
friends of Jesus. Let’s think a bit more about our friends today.
Opening prayer: God of joy, you loved us so much you sent your Son to us.
Help us to love each other as you love us. Amen.
First reading (optional): Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48
Psalm: Ps 97:1-4 r. 2
Gospel acclamation: Everyone stands and sings the acclamation together.
Suggestions include: ‘Halle, halle, halle’ (Caribbean) from ‘Sing With the World’,
Alison Adam & John Bell; ‘Alleluia’ (Zimbabwe), Abraham Maraire Publications,
WCC & GIA; ‘Celtic Alleluia’ (traditional); ‘Alleluia! Raise the Gospel’ from ‘Go
Before Us’, Bernadette Farrell, OCP Publications.
Gospel: John 15:9-17
Gospel reflection: What do you remember from the reading you heard today?
Jesus is telling us he loves us very much. How does it feel to know that Jesus
loves each of us so much?
Jesus says he chose us all to be his friends, and we should love others in the
same way as he loves us. He says that we should all do as much as we can to
help our friends, and that if we follow his teaching, we will be friends of Jesus.
Who are your friends? Can you tell me the name of two of your friends? What do
you like about your friends?
Friends can make us happy and laugh. They help us when we find things
difficult. They are kind and share with us. Can you tell me something one of your
friends has done to make you happy?
What do you do to help your friends up when they are sad or finding something
difficult?

Children in other parts of the world are the same as us, they also like to have
friends that they play games with, friends who make them happy when they are
sad and help them when they are in trouble.
Jesus asks us today to love others as he has loved us. How do you think we can
do this? How can we show love for children who live far away on the other side
of the world?
How will you be a good friend this week to children here and in other countries
around the world? And how will you follow Jesus’ example of love for all people
no matter where they are in the world?
Intercessions: You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or
you can use the suggestions below.
Let us keep God’s love for us in mind as we pray:
We pray for world leaders: that they may be inspired by Jesus’ example of love,
to do what is best for all people. Lord, hear us…
We pray for all children around the world: that they may have the chance to play
and learn with their friends. Lord, hear us…
We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may be good friends to each
other, helping and caring for others especially people who are poor around the
world. Lord, hear us…
Closing prayer: Generous God, we give thanks for our friends and the joy they
bring us. Help us to be generous, loving and kind to all people around the world,
so that they may know that we are their friends. Amen.
Activity suggestions:
Ask the children to colour in the accompanying illustration, and to draw in
themselves and their friends into the group of children – one of the children in
the illustration is just an outline which they can add their own features on to. On
the back ask them to write a prayer giving thanks for their friends, or to write or
draw how they will be good friends to others around the world this week.
Make a paper chain of friends with the children:





Fold a sheet of paper, accordion-fashion, (like you would to make a paper
fan) in three-inch strips so that all sections are equal. The number of folds
in the paper determines the number of people in the chain.
On the top piece of the folded paper, draw a person whose hands extend
to touch the folds of the paper on each side.
Carefully cut around the person, making sure NOT to cut where the hands
meet the folds.




Open up the paper and you will have a chain of several people holding
hands.
Get the children to colour them in with crayons. They can also name the
paper people as different people in their friendship group – including some
of the children from around the world featured in CAFOD’s website and
resources at cafod.org.uk/primary

Ask the children to go home and share all that they have heard and thought
about today and to ask the people they live with who their friends are! If the
children have written a prayer giving thanks for their friends encourage them to
say this at home during the week. Ask them to show their love for others both
here and around the world over the coming week as Jesus asks us to.

