In the first reading, Paul tells us that
because we live in the Holy Spirit, and |
because we are brothers and sisters of
Christ, we are children of God. We too can
enjoy the intimate relationship that Jesus
called “Abba.”

In the Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples
to preach, baptize and teach in the name
of God—the God who is intimate like a
parent (Father), who comes as Savior

(Son), and who lives within us (Holy
Spirit).

FIRST READING: Romans 8:14-17
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.
Brothers and sisters,

Everyone who is guided by the Holy Spirit
is a child of God.

We have been adopted by God,

and when we pray, “Abba, Father,”

it is the Holy Spirit and our own spirit
telling us that we truly are God’s children.
And if we are God’s children,

we will have eternal life like Jesus

who is God’s Son.

The Word of the Lord.

| RESPONSE: Psalm 104




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
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GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20

la

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew.

The eleven disciples

went to the mountain in Galilee,

just as Jesus had said.

When Jesus met them there, he said,

“God has given me all the power

and authority of heaven and earth.

Now I am sending you out
to preach to all the nations.
I want you to make disciples
and baptize them

in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Teach them to keep my commandments
and do all that I have taught you.

And I promise you
that I am with you always—

yes, to the very end of the world.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

As noted previously, Trinitarian
language poses difficulties for children (as
well as adults!), and even well-intentioned
analogies serve only to confuse them
more. We suggest that with the children
we not concern ourselves with doctrinal
language for Trinity, but rather with the
experience of God in our lives.

After the Gospel, ask the children what
Jesus asked the disciples to do (preach,
baptize and teach). Are the disciples of
Jesus still doing those things today?

Jesus said, “preach to all nations.”
This might be a good time to tell the
children a little about missionary work.
Besides preaching in our own parishes,
some people are called to go to other parts
of the world.

Jesus said, “teach them to keep my
commandments.” Help the children
discuss the many ways the church teaches
(religious education classes for children
and adults, special classes on the Bible,
informal teaching by parents, teachers,
friends, and so forth). Draw attention
especially to teaching activities in your
own parish.

Jesus said, “baptize them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” Ask the children if they
remember being at a baptism. What
words does the priest or deacon say?
Remind them that we proclaim that we

are baptized Christians every time we
nuhthdpdﬂnerosndq
those words.

If time permits, you may wish to
reflect on the first reading as well. Remind
the children that Jesus often used the
name “Father" or even “Abba” which is
like our word “Daddy.” What is important
here is not the masculine image of God,
but rather the intimate relationship that
Jesus experienced with God. St. Paul tells
us that because Jesus chose us to be his
brothers and sisters and gave us his Holy
Spirit, we too are children of God and can
call God “Abba!” The children should
leave today’s liturgy of the Word knowing
that God loves them and wants to be close
to them.






