The Stations of the Cross with all of creation
Before each station we recite: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. After each station we will walk in silence, reflecting on the question posed.
In his 2010 Message for World Day of Peace, Pope Benedict XVI said ‘The Church has a responsibility towards creation, and she considers it her duty to exercise that responsibility in public life, in order to protect earth, water, and air as gifts of God the Creator meant for everyone, and above all to save [humanity] from the danger of self-destruction.’(#12)
	First Station
Jesus Condemned
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	We experience the heartlessness and injustice of Jesus’ condemnation, he who has done no wrong.
The pace of environmental destruction is increasing: natural resources are depleted; toxics are polluting our environment; animals and plants are becoming extinct; and people are being poisoned.
Isaiah 24:4-5: “Earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and withers; the heavens languish together with Earth. Earth lies polluted under its inhabitants; for they have transgressed laws, violated the statutes, broken the everlasting covenant.”
The Cross in All of Creation: As God cares for all of creation, we are called into a loving relationship with all. In alienating ourselves from Earth we separate ourselves from God and one another. We are called to reconciliation with all of creation.
Reflection: When do I experience being estranged from nature?

	Second Station
Jesus carries his cross
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	We experience through Jesus his disappointment, pain, weariness and suffering.
Our human role in Earth’s devastation has become an urgent question, unique to our place in history. The fate of Earth is in our hands.
Mark 14: 37-38: “He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.’”
The Cross in All of Creation: “On the one hand, we gaze in wonder at the world; on the other hand, we are wasting the world. These are signs of our Earth’s times and should be filled with meaning for people of faith. But the odd thing is that, with some notable exceptions, many religious people and the church as a whole are curiously silent about the Earth. We are like the disciples asleep in the garden of Gethsemane while Earth undergoes its passion and death.”
—Elizabeth A. Johnson, CSJ, Passion for God, Passion for the Earth
Reflection: How have I become like a disciple asleep in the garden of Gethsemane?

	Third Station
Jesus falls first time
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	Jesus was in agony and prayed to be given strength to endure his suffering.
Caring for God’s creation and working for justice with people who are poor are inseparable missions in today’s world.
Proverbs 31:8-9
“Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute. Speak out, judge righteously, and defend the rights of the poor and needy.”
The Cross in All of Creation
The Brumadinho dam disaster occurred on 25 January 2019 when Dam I, a tailings dam in Brazil, suffered a catastrophic failure. The dam is owned by Vale, the same company that was involved in the 2015 Mariana dam disaster. The dam released a mudflow that advanced through the mine's offices, including a cafeteria during lunchtime, along with houses, farms, inns, and roads downstream. 270 people died as a result of the collapse.
Reflection: How do my lifestyle choices affect those who are the most vulnerable?

	Fourth Station
Jesus meets his mother
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	From the beginning, Mary shared the life of her son, including the awakening to his call and the dangers of speaking against oppression and injustice.
“Praised be You, God, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit with colored flowers and herbs.” — S t. Francis of Assisi
Romans 8:22: “We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains.”
The Cross in All of Creation: “In our way of life…with every decision we make, we always keep in mind the Seventh Generation of children to come…When we walk upon Mother Earth, we always plant our feet carefully because we know that the faces of future generations are looking up at us from beneath the ground. We never forget them.” — Oren Lyons, Faithkeeper of the Onondaga Nation
Reflection: How do I keep in mind future generations in my use of Earth’s resources?


	Fifth Station
Simon Helps Carry the Cross
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	Simon is pressed into helping Jesus carry the cross.
Our modern lifestyle puts a heavy burden on Earth.
1 Corinthians 12:24-26: “But God has so arranged the body, each one of them as God chose. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.”
The Cross in All of Creation: The true cost of living the modern lifestyle is not measured by what we pay at the cash register. Rather it is measured by what we do to the rivers, valleys, oceans and land. Whatever we do to Earth we do to ourselves and the most vulnerable among us.
Reflection: How could I/we simplify as a family, community or parish for the sake of our entire Earth community?

	Sixth Station
Veronica wipes Jesus' face
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	In spite of the anger and rejection of Jesus by the crowd, Veronica was strong and courageous enough to minister to Jesus with gentleness and compassion.
“If we learn to love Earth, we will find labyrinths, gardens, fountains, and precious jewels! A whole new world will open itself to us. We will discover what it means to be truly alive.” — Teresa of Avila
Genesis 1:28: “God blessed them and said, ‘Bear fruit, increase your numbers, and fill the earth, and be responsible for it! Watch over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things on Earth!’”
The Cross in All of Creation: Miracles do happen! Despite massive plastic pollution and other threats to our oceans, the humpback whale is managing to increase their population. A recent study on humpback whales who mate off the coast of Brazil showed numbers increased at a scale not seen since before whaling began.
Reflection: What wonders of creation inspire me to compassionate care of Earth and her people?

	Seventh Station
Jesus falls the second time
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	In the face of violence and derision, Jesus falls again.
In the last quarter of the 20th Century, twenty percent of all living species have become extinct. Places have had to change their official trees, animals or flowers. There are no chestnuts on Chestnut Lane, no caribou in Caribou, Maine.
Psalm 50:10-11: “For every animal of the forest is mine, beasts by the thousands on my mountains. I know every bird of the heavens; the creatures of the field belong to me.”
The Cross in All of Creation: “When these living beings, these magnificent plants and animals, go extinct, they never come back again. We are killing birth itself, wiping out the future of our fellow creatures who took millions of years to evolve. We live in a time of a great dying off.” —Elizabeth A. Johnson, CSJ, Passion for God, Passion for the Earth.
Reflection: What in nature that is precious to me is in danger of “dying off?”

	Eighth Station
Jesus meets the women
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	We read that women beat their breasts and lamented over Jesus.
The wondrous cycle of Earth’s life giving water unites all of creation. Disregard for water conservation is threatening life in every corner of the globe; parched deserts and cities, destroyed wetlands, contaminated waterways, and dying children and animals. 2.5  billion people in the world lack access to safe water and basic sanitation.
Jeremiah 9:10: “Take up weeping and wailing for the mountains, and a lamentation for the pastures of the wilderness, because they are laid to waste.”
The Cross in All of Creation: In 2014, the area of Kitui in Kenya was arid and barren. The reservoir of the great Musosya dam was not filled by water, but sand and silt. Stella and her family had no choice but to walk hours to collect river water that often carried disease: “To fetch water, we have to walk five kilometres to the river. By the time I get home, I’m exhausted.” But the people of Kitui had a plan. With the help of funding from CAFOD, they worked hard and built 1,100 stone check dams which slow the water during rains and four wells for drinking water. Stella and 2,400 of her neighbours now have plenty of clean water to drink and to grow crops. Thus water was brought back to their community.
Reflection: What causes me to weep about our water crisis?


	Ninth Station
Jesus falls the third time
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	Jesus’ body and spirit were being broken, yet he struggled to continue his march.
Earth’s atmosphere is gasping for breath, choked by contamination and pollution. An estimated quarter of the world’s population is exposed to unhealthy concentrations of air pollutants. Nearly 2 million children under 5 years of age die annually from acute respiratory infections.
Job 33:4: “The spirit of God has made me, and the breath of God gives me life.”
The Cross in All of Creation: In December 2020, it was found that air pollution contributed to the death of a nine year old. Giving his narrative conclusion over almost an hour, the coroner said: 'I will conclude that Ella died of asthma, contributed to by exposure to excessive air pollution.' Ella lived 25 yards from the South Circular Road in Lewisham, south-east London - one of the capital's busiest roads. A 2018 report found air pollution levels at the monitoring station one mile from where Ella lived 'consistently' exceeded lawful EU limits over the three years prior to her death.
Reflection: What one action could I take to breathe new life and hope into Earth?

	Tenth Station
Jesus is stripped
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	The last vestige of dignity is taken away from Jesus. He is totally demeaned and vulnerable.
Almost half of the forests that once covered the Earth are gone. The acceleration of global deforestation leaves ecosystems vulnerable and degrades Earth’s atmosphere.
Matthew 27: 28-29: “They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”
The Cross in All of Creation: Dorothy Stang, a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur, went to Brazil in 1966 to be with the peasants as a spiritual guide and advocate. Her journey for justice ended on February 12, 2005 when she was murdered for working to save the Amazon rain forest from overlogging and supporting poor farmers who were being driven from  their land. She was laid to rest among her people under a mango tree with a promise of hope that they were not burying her but they were planting her, and her spirit of care for our Earth community would be part of them forever.
Reflection: How do I respond when I observe creation being degraded?

	Eleventh Station
Jesus nailed to cross
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	After having been tortured on his way to his death, Jesus is crucified, the worst form of execution in the Roman Empire.
Fossil fuel dependence causes environmental devastation and fuels war and conflict.
2 Corinthians 12:9-10: “I am glad to be a living demonstration of Christ’s power. . . For when I am weak, then I am strong. The less I have, the more I depend on God.”
The Cross in All of Creation: Buried below the Boreal Forest of northern Alberta, Canada is one of the world’s largest oil deposits known as the tar sands. Extracting the oil comes at great environmental costs, including greenhouse gas emissions, toxic leaking, diversion and consumption of natural water resources, and habitat devastation. The Canadian Boreal Forest provides climate regulation and carbon storage for Earth. Its ecosystem is the breeding grounds for over 30% of North American birds.
Reflection: How can I decrease my dependence on fossil fuels?

	Twelfth Station
Jesus dies
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	Luke tells us: “The sun was hidden and darkness came over the whole land until mid-afternoon; and at that time the curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two. Then Jesus gave a loud cry; ‘Abba, I commit my spirit into your hands.’ And after he said that, he gave up his spirit.”
There are times when all seems lost, even to those of us who are the most optimistic. To whom and to what do we turn in these darkest of days?
Hosea 4:3: “Therefore the land mourns, and all who live in it languish; together with the wild animals and the birds of the air, even the fish of the sea are perishing.”
Silent Meditation


	Thirteenth Station
Jesus is taken down from the cross
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	Joseph of Arimathea took the body of Jesus down from the cross and wrapped it in a clean linen sheet. Joseph, in spite of the violent mood surrounding him, was bold enough to ask for the body of his beloved friend.
Despite the challenge, there are many people in the world today courageously taking action to renew their covenant with Earth.
Deuteronomy 8:7-10: “For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranites, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the good land that he has given you.” 
The Cross in All of Creation: “We shall awaken from our dullness and rise vigorously toward justice. If we fall in love with creation deeper and deeper, we will respond to its endangerment with passion.” — Hildegard of Bingen
Reflection: How am I a sign of hope for the renewal of Earth?

	Fourteenth Station
Jesus is buried
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	Joseph of Arimathea laid Jesus in his own tomb which had been hewn from a formation of rock.
We wait with eager anticipation for the coming of a sustainable future for all of creation.
Matthew 13: 31-32: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
The Cross in All of Creation: “As the bread and wine are transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ for our nourishment, we are challenged to promote this harmony between humans and the rest of creation by the way we live our lives.” — The Cry of the Earth, Irish Catholic Bishops.
Reflection: What seeds am I sowing in my family, work and community to ensure
a sustainable future for all of creation?


Concluding Prayer: A Prayer to the Creator – from Fratelli Tutti
Lord, Father of our human family,
you created all human beings equal in dignity:
pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit
and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter,
dialogue, justice and peace.
Move us to create healthier societies
and a more dignified world,
a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war.
May our hearts be open
to all the peoples and nations of the earth.
May we recognize the goodness and beauty
that you have sown in each of us,
and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects,
and shared dreams. Amen.
Glory Be to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen
