Reflection Tuesday Easter Week 7 – 2021
We approach the end of the Acts of the Apostles which culminates in the death of Paul in
Rome. Although Paul is fully aware of his fate, he does not give up and continues to preach
and spread the gospel in Rome for 2 years while under house arrest. He gives the
impression that spreading the gospel both sustained and gave purpose to his life and that he
could not live without doing it. Obviously he did not dwell on his impending death; did not
stop living his life; did not give up. He was not just existing but living life to the full.
This week we celebrate the 6th anniversary of Pope Francis’s Encyclical ‘Laudato Si’ about
the Care for Creation. Today we live in a time of Climate emergency because of the
thoughtless abuse with which we have treated creation. We could look at the future and
just give up, believing that we can do very little to stop creation moving into self-destruct
mode, and us with it. Or, we can be like Paul and make every effort we can to live more
simply, be less wasteful, use cleaner energy, recycle and reuse wherever possible. We can
do very little to change things on our own but together anything and everything is possible.
There was a saying: “Save the pennies and the pounds will save themselves!” If you saved
0.01 (100th) of a unit of electricity a week along side a million other people you would be
saving 10,000 units. Individually, we cannot save the planet but together we can. However
small the help given, it will always make a difference.
Show Mercy to our Common Home
Despite our sins and the daunting challenges before us, we never lose heart. “The Creator
does not abandon us; he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of having created us…
for he has united himself definitively to our earth, and his love constantly impels us to find
new ways forward.” (Laudato Si’, 13; 245).
“O God of the poor,
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,
who are so precious in your eyes…
God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of your love
for all the creatures of this earth.” (ibid., 246),
God of mercy, may we receive your forgiveness
and convey your mercy throughout our common home.
Praise be to you! Amen.

While eating lunch in a restaurant a young pastor opened a letter from his mother and £20
fell out. He thought: "Thanks, mom, I needed this." Leaving the restaurant, he noticed a
beggar outside on the pavement and thought: "That chap probably needs £20 more than I
do." Putting the £20 note back into the envelope, he wrote across the top in large letters.
"PERSEVERE!" Not to make a scene, he put the envelope under his arm and dropped it as he
walked past the man. The man picked it up, read the message and smiled. The next day,
while the pastor was eating lunch, the same man tapped him on the shoulder and handed
him a big wad of notes. Surprised the young pastor asked him what that was for? The man
replied, “This is your half of the winnings. ‘PERSEVERE’ came in first in the fourth race
yesterday and paid 30 to 1.”

