Reflection Thursday Week 10 — 2021

We are mirrors or reflectors of God’ glory says St Paul. Anthony de Mello tells the following
story:

"The explorer returned to his people, who were eager to know about the Amazon. But how
could he ever put into words the feelings that flooded his heart when he saw exotic flowers
and heard the night-sounds of the forests; when he sensed the danger of wild beasts or
paddled his canoe over treacherous rapids?

He said, "Go and find out for yourselves." To guide them he drew a map of the river. They
pounced upon the map. They framed it in their town hall. They made copies of it for
themselves. And all who had a copy considered themselves experts on the river, for did they
not know its every turn and bend, how broad it was and how deep, where the rapids were
and where the falls?"

It is said that Buddha obdurately refused to be drawn into talking about God.

He was probably familiar with the dangers of drawing maps for armchair explorers.

Our map is scripture with helpful explanations from our traditions and teachings but, unless
we live the Gospel, experience its challenges and joys, be tested and, yes, fail and receive
forgiveness, we will never be able to reflect the Glory of God.

I received an email saying that I’d won 1 million pounds because | could read Maps
backwards: | thought to myself, "That’s just Spam"

My cartographer wife thought she'd lost some important topographical maps:

We looked all morning for them, searched high and low. Finally, when all hope was lost and
she thought she was going to have to re-draw them from scratch, | found some maps in a
desk drawer | hadn't checked. When | showed her what I'd found, she said ‘Oh, that's a
relief!’



