Prayers for Peace for Ukraine
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Opening Music The Armed Man  - Karl Jenkins 
  (The Armed Man – A Mass for Peace)
L'homme, l'homme, l'homme armé
L'homme armé
L'homme armé doit douter, doit douter
On a fait partout crier
Que chacun se viengne armer
D'un haubregon de fer
The Armed Man must be feared:
Everywhere it has been Decreed
That every man should arm himself
With an iron coat of mail
Leader For Peace & Healing   We are deeply aware of the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the loss of life, fleeing of people for safety, and bravery of those that arm themselves to fight for the freedom of their country. As we each find our own way through the complex maze of inner feelings, we pray that the people of Ukraine know that they are not alone in their struggles or in their hopes. Even as tragedy and suffering is occurring now to so many people we raise our voices and call to God for peace and healing. 

Let us pray:  Lord, we thank you that in every situation, every dark moment, you are active and working among us. Even when things seem at their bleakest, we trust in your sovereignty and strength.   In John 16:33 you said, “in this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” We embrace the fact that this world and the troubles we face in it have been overcome, and rest in the knowledge that you have the power to move in any and every situation. As we watch war unfold in Ukraine, we ask for your grace and peace to rule in the hearts and minds of all involved.
God, we pray fervently for the people of Ukraine. They are a resilient people who live in a volatile area of the world that has seen regular war and upheaval. Yet Jesus walked the earth in a similar part of the world, plagued by oppression and a ruthless empire. Your word promises in Isaiah 26:3 that, “you keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.”  We ask that the people of Ukraine may be safe, secure, and that they would know not only peace of earth but your true and unwavering peace.   
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Reader 1 Reading Numbers 10:8-98 
A reading from the book of Numbers

The sons of Aaron, the priests, are to blow the trumpets. This is to be a lasting ordinance for you and the generations to come. When you go into battle in your own land against an enemy who is oppressing you, sound a blast on the trumpets. Then you will be remembered by the Lord your God and rescued from your enemies.
The Word of the Lord
Leader Reflection
It is our voices that sound like a blast on the trumpets, our prayers for those in battle that will be remembered by the Lord, our God so the people of Ukraine will be rescued from their enemies. 
Pope Francis said the following after the Angelus this past Sunday
Reader 2 Dear brothers and sisters!

In recent days we have been shaken by something tragic: war. Time and again we have prayed that this road would not be taken. And let us not stop talking; indeed, let us pray to God more intensely. For this reason, I renew to all the invitation to make 2 March, Ash Wednesday, a day of prayer and fasting for peace in Ukraine. A day to be close to the sufferings of the Ukrainian people, to feel that we are all brothers and sisters, and to implore of God the end of the war. Those who wage war forget humanity. They do not start from the people, they do not look at the real life of people, but place partisan interests and power before all else. They trust in the diabolical and perverse logic of weapons, which is the furthest from the logic of God. And they distance themselves from ordinary people, who want peace, and who – the ordinary people – are the real victims in every conflict, who pay for the follies of war with their own skin. I think of the elderly, of those who seek refuge in these times, of mothers fleeing with their children… They are brothers and sisters for whom it is urgent to open humanitarian corridors, and who must be welcomed. With a heart broken by what is happening in Ukraine – and let us not forget the wars in other parts of the world, such as Yemen, Syria, Ethiopia... – I repeat: put down your weapons! God is with the peacemakers, not with those who use violence. Because those who love peace, as the Italian Constitution states, “reject war as an instrument of aggression against the freedom of other peoples and as a means for the settlement of international disputes”.
**************

We now spend time in silent prayer before the Blessed sacrament. There follow some prayers you may wish to use during this time. 

*************

God of all, with alarm and concern we bring before you

the military intervention in Ukraine.

In a world you made for peace and flourishing,

we lament the use of armed force.

We mourn every casualty of this conflict,

every precious life extinguished by war.

We pray comfort for those who grieve

and those who are fearful.

Hear our longing that leaders and nations

will honour the worth of all people

by having the courage

to resolve conflict through dialogue.

May all our human failings be transformed

by your wonderful grace and goodness.

We ask this in the name of Christ,

the author of peace and sustainer of Creation. Amen.
Prayer from the United Reformed Church, Methodist Church and Baptist Union 

Almighty God, you know how little strength we have to stand up to the abuse of power, corruption and violence.

Strengthen us with your irresistible strength so that we do your will and make your light of truth shine here on earth. Free us from the hardships of war. May those who have lost their homes find new places to stay, give the hungry food, comfort those who weep, unite those who are separated.

Make us instruments of your peace and your righteousness, and equip us with all that is necessary to serve our fellow human beings. Do not allow your church to lose anyone out of anger towards their fellow humans and relatives; instead, like a generous God, give us reconciliation soon.

Above all, strengthen our faith, revive our hope and teach us to love.

Preserve us from the arbitrariness of the powerful of this world and lead them to recognise their limits.

Bless us with your peace so that we can work together, hand in hand, for a more free and just society, to your praise and glory.

Amen
Prayer from the Lutheran Church in Russia and the Orthodox Church in Ukraine
God of all time,

God of this time,

these times are difficult, and we bring them to you.

There have been other times like this when countries have invaded others.

You show us countries seized a village or settlement at a time and countries facing full invasion.

You reveal, when we dare to look, how national boundaries have changed like waves on the sand.

We feel so powerless; it all is so human and so tragic.

We bring it all to you in our confusion and worry.

Remind us, as ever, that worry is not what we must carry.

Remind us that worry makes us smaller, makes our powerlessness real.

Fill the place that worry has taken in our hearts and replace it with hope.

Give us courage to read the news as we can, to listen, to watch, to understand.

As we face the reality of these times, we pray for your hope to carry and fill us.

Let hope be the insight which we gift to each other.

Fill us with your knowledge that hope is as real an act as giving our money and our welcome.

You will bring peace, as ever you do.

Give us courage to gift your hope to that process.

In the name of your incarnated Christ and in the power and presence of Holy Spirit, Amen

Revd Elizabeth Gray King, pastor in the North Western Synod
We pray for the people of the Ukraine and the people of Russia, for their countries and their leaders.
We pray for all those who are afraid; that your everlasting arms hold them in this time of great fear.
We pray for all those who have the power over life and death; that they will choose for all people life, and life in all its fullness.
We pray for those who choose war; that they will remember that you direct  your people to turn swords into ploughshares, and to seek peace.
We pray for leaders on the world stage; that they are inspired by the wisdom and courage of Christ.
Above all, Lord, we today pray for peace in Ukraine.
And we ask this in the name of your blessed Son.
Lord have mercy. Amen

Chairs of the London District of the Methodist Church

Eternal God,

As we are overshadowed once again by war,
We lift up before you
The innocents and vulnerable,
The victims of violence and cruelty,
Along with all who continue to sow the seeds of hate.

In the fog of war
Where truth is the first victim,
May your light, which cannot be overwhelmed,
expose the truth.

Grant to world leaders and all in positions of power today
Not only the wisdom
But also the courage
To do what is right in your sight.

Grant all who turn to you
your strength and fortitude,
Your inner peace,
Along with a continuing faith in your sovereign power,
In the face of military might.

All this we pray in the name of the Prince of Peace,
Jesus Christ,
Our living Lord and Saviour.  Amen.

By the Revd Dave Herbert, Northern Synod Moderator

Holy God,

We hold before you all who live close to war and conflict; and all who live close to the threat of war and violence.

We remember especially at this time, people in Ukraine and Russia. We pray for nonviolence and peaceful resolutions of conflict.

Give us hearts of hospitality and sanctuary, forgive us all our hostility and hatred.

Bring all people to the humanity you give us, and to the reconciliation and healing for which you gave your life.

Strengthen us all to work with you to build justice and peace, reconciliation and healing, in our hearts and homes, in our streets, in all communities, neighbourhoods and nations.

Bless all who live lives for the peace and wellbeing of others, and make their service fruitful.

In the name of Christ. Amen

Revd Inderjit Bhogal
Benediction    Benedictus  - Karl Jenkins
                        (The Armed Man – A Mass for Peace)
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.

Hosanna in excelsis

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest

Leader We join in prayer together as we say in the words Our Lord gave us: Our Father
We say together

A Prayer for Ukraine

God of peace and justice,

we pray for the people of Ukraine today.

We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.

We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,

that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.

We pray for those with power over war or peace,

for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their decisions.

Above all, we pray for all your precious children, 
at risk and in fear,

that you would hold and protect them.

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.

Amen

Archbishop Justin Welby

Archbishop Stephen Cottrell

Closing music  Better is Peace  - Karl Jenkins  
     (The Armed Man – A Mass for Peace)

Better is peace than always war,
And better is peace than evermore war,
Always war, always war,
Better is peace than evermore war,
And better and better is peace.
Please feel free to leave when you are ready
