
Reflection Tuesday 2nd Week Advent 2022 

If we realised how much God loved us, we would be changed people instantly. Just in the 

past week our readings speak of all things being made new, the past is over and behind us, 

only joy, goodness, love and peace await us. Today, Jesus reassures us that he does not 

want to lose even one of us, we are that precious to him. 

Today is St. Nicholas’ day. Listen to this reflection by Edward Hays, A Pilgrim’s Almanac (adapted) 

"It is fitting that the feast of St. Nicholas comes at the beginning of Advent and the 

beginning of the shopper’s season. As the patron saint of shoppers he proclaims, ‘Keep 

it simple!’ Keep it simple enough to fit in a shoe or a stocking. 

"One gift that could fit in a…shoe, or in a stocking hanging on the fireplace, is a note 

that speaks of one of our most precious gifts, the gift of time. Such a St. Nicholas note 

might read: ‘The gift I give to you is half an hour of quality conversation each night 

right after the dishes are done.’ Or, ‘The gift I give to you is one Saturday a month to be 

with you and do whatever you want to do.’ We can appreciate the value of such a gift if 

we keep in mind that according to a recent survey, the average married couple in 

America has only 30 minutes a week of communication outside exchanges that take 

place at the dinner table. While between parent and child it is only 14 minutes!! As you 

can see, the possibilities are almost unlimited for these St. Nicholas shoe gifts. "Come, 

St. Nicholas, patron of shoppers and gift-seekers, and make Christmas this year fun, 

creative and love-filled." 

 

 


