
Reflection Tuesday Week 16 St James 2023 

St James was the brother of St John and, like him, a fisherman. He was a witness of the 

Transfiguration and slept through the Agony in the Garden. He was the first of the apostles 

to be martyred, being beheaded by King Herod Agrippa I to please the Jewish opponents of 

Christianity. He was buried in Jerusalem.  

In the 9th Century there was a tradition that the relics of St James were brought to Spain 

some time after his martyrdom, (perhaps early, perhaps as late as 830), and his shrine at 

Compostela in Galicia grew to become the greatest pilgrimage centre in western Europe. In 

Paris, the Tour St Jacques marks the start of the route and the Rue St Jacques points straight 

towards Compostela. In England, pilgrim routes lead from all parts of the country to the 

major ports that were used on the pilgrimage. In the Middle Ages everyone would have 

known someone, or known someone who knew someone, who had made the pilgrimage. 

The scallop-shell, the emblem of St James, has become the emblem of pilgrims generally. In 

1987 the pilgrimage routes to Compostela were designated by the Council of Europe as 

historical cultural routes of international importance. The Confraternity of St James 

continues to work to restore and upgrade the refuges on a route which is still in active 

pilgrim use today. 

Quote: 

Of what benefit is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but he does not have works? 

That faith cannot save him, can it? If a brother or a sister is lacking clothing and enough food 

for the day, yet one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but you do 

not give them what they need for their body, of what benefit is it? So, too, faith by itself, 

without works, is dead. 

 

 What do you call a guy who’s really loud? Mike. 

 3 unwritten rules of life  1) 2) 3) 

 What do dentists call their x-rays? Tooth pics! 

 

 


