SECOND SUNDAY FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
OF ADVENT This is a reading from the prophet Isaiah.
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REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

Help the children come to know
John the Baptist and his role in
salvation history. What was his
message? What is the “good news”
that he announced? What did he say
about Jesus?

Help the children see that we are
called now, during Advent, to change
our lives in order to prepare to
celebrate the Lord’s coming. How
can we change our lives? It is
important that the children focus on
their own lives rather than on
changes needed in the world at large.
Children are not responsible for the
problems of the world and have very
little to do with the solutions to
them. They should see that what
they can do in their families, schools,
neighborhoods, and so forth, is
important, Help the children see
that because they have been baptized
in the Holy Spirit, they too are
heralds of good news for others. God
has promised a time when people will
know justice and all will be treated
equally. (“Every valley will be filled
in. Every mountain and hill will be
made small. The rough and rugged
land will be made smooth.”) How can
we helpﬁntcometobe" How can

help bring about justice around
us? Help the children see that God
calls us to treat all persons politely.
Children will readily see the
possibilities of this in their own lives.

Finally, assure the children of
God's great love for us. Even when
we have sinned, God sends words of
comfort. God always comes to us
with mercy and good news.



