Fourth Sunday of Easter
The Good Shepherd

INTRODUCTION

A shepherd’s Joncly job was to find food for Ms
sherp and to prosect them feom wild animaly In
susmet there was very lintle graes 10 eat, and ofeen
be bad to travel long distances with his flock.
soarching for pastuee. At night he would garher
his sheep inte a fold, and then lic across the
earance 1o make 3 ‘gate’, Today we hear bhow
[esus calls msel “the Good Shepherd”

SUON OF THE O ons

LIGaT 1ve CANDLES
Lighe dhe candies and andrCnadleom
together.

Sarwy

Close your eyes end think abeet ol the things
which have happened over the pae veck. Have ae
always heen s kind and thoughthil as we dould
have been? Flave we done anyrhiag s meke God
Hudmdh-p,oidm:»?uwmudy
wrry i our keacts then God our Father will dhwsyy
forgive vs Listen cerefully to the words of 1hi
scading (of Praim 23 ) 1-16)

God is fell of kindness and love, and waass to
show us ol the path we must follow. He kesche us
with patierce and understanding, and foephwes us
when we stray mnd lose our way, Whes we look o
bum for hedp, he rescucs ox frm harm and helps o
to try again, Sor be s full of lowe and forghveses.

Guonss

Gusrel ACCLAMATON
To wdcume today's Gospel sing Acclamarion 3
We bowe comre 1o howr you, Lond

Gosre (of Johw 1025, %11)

One day, Jesus said o the crowds, ‘A sheplicsd
knows his sheep, snd bax sheep know him, Whes
bcullu’ﬂm.mqhmhnvokemdtky
‘ollnvhim.mbycm,lhl«n.hlhcuucofrhe
sheeplold The shepherd walls shead of them
showing them the way He guides and protocts
them from denger and harm. The flock will not
follow a stranger, instesd they scatter sod run
soay becauss they do not know his vetee '

Then Jesus said, '1 am the Good Shepherd, 1
know my own and my own know me If anyone
Hmmlviﬂul}mulchonlhvm
1 the fullness of evedasing e’

D e
,h“*’l--x, SRR e »
They knew the soved of bis woice 4
able 1o call € H one F thin by thed s e

um-.e' 2 . ol Theegr ol ,
what weedd you have to do to ¢t of ir>

= ke sure that the sheep have plenty 10 o

- lhh—rﬂuxumd'henv-duq",

loss.

= peotect them from thieves and wild snimely

. &\ddui:btﬁwlmwum

In this countsy where do farmers keep thaje
thwpf-lnﬂehhmndodbybdpcoc&gm
16 stop thern from straying.

lathchdvb:mkmﬁmd.dolkw_'
have green ficlds with feaces a0 we do In thy
country? - Becawsr of the bot dry climane there &
vory Hitle grass and the shepherd muss lesd b
dmpﬁonph«wplmnquWfodm:
n.()&aahm.dhllymddxsbupm-
corefully ol cheir shepherd along the path ther
be shows thaa. They rely on him 1o find food and
water for :hcm,ndmpmudmnﬁ«udd
evmals. (Show any pictures you can find of such
terrain |

Why did Josus call himscll the (sood

L the shephord, Jesas will stay with 05 sbwmx
He kocws all of us by name and calls us 1o follow
bem. He will lmad us alosss the right path s hesven
ndmll;nwnmfroahmmm:m"ii
litn Before us we cam foed safe and sacure becsume
we can trust him to ke care of ol our needs

Acrvrry

Makce 3 farge pucture of Jesus, the Good Sheplerd,
lesding his flock slong o perh. Fack child cas
write theie nase on 2 cwi-out sheep, stick on »
cotron weal fleece and add their sheep 10 1he
soene. Altemstawly use thi colouring pactuse with
the chddren sticking cotmen weol onto the sheep

Cxern

CLOSING PRAYER (of Prafm 2114, &)
The Loed & my shephend,

e gives me everything | need.

He leads me 10 lic down in green meadows
#ocd vo drink beside conl, deep poole
He is my stirengeh and peotection

ond guides me along the nght path,
Even in umes of darkness and 1rouble
I will not be sdraid,

for be is alwsys besicle me

snd will peotect me from haem,

+ know char his goodness and love
will stay wirch me all the doys of my e




