FOURTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER

YEAR B

PRAYER OF THE DAY;

Loving Lord,

you sent Jesus

to give us real life,

your life.

Because we belong to you,
help us live as your children
and follow Jesus

by loving others

and caring for those

who need help.

As his sisters and brothers,
may we slways
recognize his voice

when he calls us

and leads us to you.

We ssk you o do this
through that very same
Jesus, who lives with you
forever und ever.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:

The mission of the chared s 1o
shephend: to proach, 10 beal 224 to give
withess wilh our bves

Onr Guepel presents the Good
Shepherd ar cse whe is hoth geatle and
powerful Heo leade his Sock by the sound
of hs veice. The Good Shephesd bas
“power to lay down hix Me azd the power
10 ralse I up again” Me s willing te die
tather thas abandon Mis shoep.

Whem the dlsciplen claim the power of
Whlm.’m.m“
they ere put in Jall. Peter proclaims that
It bs by the power of the “rame of Jests™
et the man wis bealed. 1t is » sign of
the rosurrecticn. Voo crucified Mes.  Pat
God ralsed him from the desd ™

Contircaed doaling and presching are
spas dat the Good Shepherd |s smoag us.

FIRST READING: Acts 4:8-12

This is a reading from the Acts of the Aposties.
Peter, who was filled with the Holy Spirit,
spoke up and said:

Leaders of the people, you have put us in jil,
and now you want us to explain to you

how this crippled man was healed.

We tell you, and all the people of Izrae),

that this man was hesled

by the name of Jesus Christ.

He is the same Jesus you erucified,
but God raised him from the dead.
And so, he is like & stone

which you builders didn't want.
But this stone

has now become the cornerstone,
which holds up the whole building!

And by the power of the name of Jesus,

this man has been healed.

Jesus is the Savior,

and only in his name are we saved.
This is the Word of the Lord.

RESPONSE: Psalm 118
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

GOSPEL: John 10:11-18
This is a reading from the Gospel of John.
Jesus said,

I am the Good Shepherd
The Good Shepherd

is even willing to die for the sheep.

A person who is only hired
to watch the sheop,

and doesn't own them,

runs away when a woll comes,

and leaves the sheep to be snatched

and seattered by the wolf.
A person like that
is working only for money,

and doesn’t reully care about the sheep.

But | am the Good Shepherd,
God knows me and | know God.

And in the same way,

T know my sheep and my sheep know me.
And I am willing to die for my sheep.

(1 have other sheep

who aren’t in this flock yet

I must Jead them too,

and they will listen to my voice.

Then there will be only one flock

with one shepherd.)
God loves me

because I am willing to die for my sheep.
No one makes me give up my life,

I give it up freely.

I have the power to raise it up again.
[This iz what God commanded me to do.]

This is the Good News of the Lord.

REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN

Defore the ask Loe chilliren

what h::,. shesp and
e Ly ever seet theep

wi a”ﬂ;}w:mh
the ke of shesp and shophord will not
1w & fumilior one. Ttis & powesfal and
frequently used image in bath the Ol and
Now Totamenta Tt will be well worth the
ume te famdarize the childres wilh both
the reiagg of Juwen” tione and of
Loday. you will fisd o
even a sheet Slai on ahepherding soday

The imnge roets so U really of the
intimpcy Wl exists between sheep and
thour shophard  Even Lodky, whate sheep
are lended, Lhey reupond Lo the voioe of
(ae shoplvrd Wi Jeads them to the
slbeep Sold b aight and, in the meming,
(0 pood paiures. A Lros sbephend
differeut frown & “Idred hand ™ Tt i this
hwwwammmmd

o

Ater the Goapel, ask the childrea tn
recall what thoy heard ielp them w
reonll that Josus, Fka tho trus shepberd,
WAL sever lenve us Tl will always cave
for ns, ovem whea wo ame in danper. Eva
whes we ke aftedd he s nolaligid Mo ls
ovem willing tn dio rether thes leove w

Jogus snid that bo wants svarynae to
lsten 10 lis volcs. Flow do we listes o hin
volew today? Ask the ehildron whe tolls

prisses and athar Holp them to
mo¢ that those poople are shephberds ix the

chured today. Jesis continues ta be suc
Good Shepberd through these pecple.
Jesas wants everysoe (a the whole warld o
be usited as sstecs aned beethern. Jowon
called this “one Dock of sheep With ons
Aepherd "

How can we help everyune (o be united
a3 "one Deck™

® ot hores?

® ot school?

® | groups to whick we beloug?

® |a anr veigh borbood?
You may with 10 conclode by singing the
Paalm Respoose aguin
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