
1st Sun Advent (B)                                              3rd December 2017 

‘The Real Mission begins now’ 

Is 63: O that you would tear the heavens open and come down  Ps 79: 

look down from heaven and see 1Cor 1:  waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ 

to be revealed  Mk 13: 33–37:  Stay awake, because you do not know when 

the master of the house is coming 
 

I think we would all agree that John Pridmore, who led 

our Mission this last week, has a very direct way of 

speaking, rather like Our Lord Himself.  He doesn’t beat 

around the bush.  He gets to what is important, and he 

really got us thinking, during the Mission days, about the 

deep love of God the Father in His plan for us; the 

presence of Jesus the Son, who redeems us and sets us 

free; the power of the Spirit at work in us, when we allow 

Him free rein.  But, as John said at the end of the final 

Mission evening on Wednesday, the Mission really 

begins once the Mission is over.  Our real Mission is the 

Mission of going out and living the faith more fully, in a 

more committed way.  That’s no bad message to have, 

ringing in our ears, as we begin a new Church year this 

morning with the start of Advent.   

 It’s always hard, even as practising Christians, to 

keep Advent properly, I feel.  It’s hard to resist the urge 

to spend the next three weeks just focussed already on 

Christmas — spending and shopping and partying — 

when the world around treats the whole of December as a 

sort of extended ‘festive season’ as they call it, and then 

is ready to drop Christmas entirely by about Dec 27th.   

 But Advent is really one of most beautiful of the 

Church’s seasons, and we should do our best to keep it 

well.  The subdued nature of the liturgy, with no Gloria 

sung, and the purple vestments, reminds us that it is a 

season to reflect, to prepare our hearts, to wait and long 

for the Lord to come.  Our Lord’s words to us on this 

first Sunday of Advent are — rather as John Pridmore’s 

echo them — direct and leave us in no doubt.  We are 

never told by Our Lord when the world will end, and we 

are never told by Our Lord when our own lives will end.  

But Jesus asks us to be ready anyway, at each and every 

moment, not to risk our eternal lives.  “If He comes 



unexpectedly, He must not find you asleep”!  Let’s make 

a proper effort in this season to make a prayerful and 

charitable preparation for Christmas, and not just focus 

on our own needs.   

 After last Sunday’s Gospel parable on the 

Judgment of Christ as King, I listed 4 practical ways of 

reaching out to others in our local community.  Well, I list 

those 4 again on the front of the Newsletter again this 

Sunday, so please take your Newsletter home with you 

this weekend without fail.  Advent would be a very good 

time to stop and reflect on those 4 calls to love your 

neighbour — to feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, 

help the sick, shelter the homeless.  Maybe you can assist 

in just 1 of them; maybe you can make contributions to 

more than one of these urgent calls.  But please don’t just 

ignore them.  The Lord asks us all to be awake, to be alert 

to His call, to the needs He places before us to act in.  We 

must be active, alert, ready for His coming, and that 

means acting here and now to serve Him, even in the 

least of His brethren, as He says.  We can’t come to 

Christmas in good conscience and have ignored our 

neighbour in need, so let’s use Advent well.  As well as 

the 4 urgent items on the front of the Newsletter, I also 

urge you to support the various charities that are in the 

crypt this weekend, too, selling Christmas cards etc., as 

every one of them is also a good cause.  After Mass, 

please do go downstairs for that.   

 Now that our pre-Advent Mission is over, please 

God we can be inspired to take our spiritual lives more 

seriously.  As we heard, God moved in such moving 

ways in John Pridmore’s life, and rescued him from a life 

so at odds with God’s loving plan.  When we hear such 

beautiful accounts of God’s unending, unrelenting love, 

we know we can commit our lives to Him too.  We need 

not drift, in this life, but we can commit ourselves 

without fear to the wholehearted pursuit of prayer to God 

and the pastoral care of one another.  “Stay awake, … 

stand ready!”  The Lord is coming soon!   


