
4th Sunday of Advent (A)                                       18th December 2016 

‘Joseph & Mary: did what the angel told them to do’ 

Is 7: the maiden is with child … Ps 23:  

Rom 1: Jesus Christ our Lord, … in the order of the spirit, … Son of God 

Mt 1:18–25: Joseph takes Mary to his home.   

So, finally, we get to this latter part of Advent when at Mass we 

hear of Mary & Joseph!  The Christmas crib is up, the 

decorations are starting to appear, and we are truly getting ready 

for the great feast.   The Church’s liturgy reminds us that we do 

that, best, in the company of Our Lady and St Joseph.  We look 

to them — to how they prepared for that first Christmas — and 

we imitate them in their virtue.  Mary & Joseph stand at their 

point in history as if representing all of Israel, from Abraham 

onwards.  They are the figureheads of that long line of 

patriarchs, kings and prophets of the OT, ready and waiting for 

God’s command.  Joseph, and perhaps Mary too, are of “the 

house and line of David”, and all of Israel’s 1800-yr history, as 

it were, is waiting on their word.  God prepared His chosen 

people down through the centuries BC, till that moment He knew 

was the right moment for salvation.  And that’s where Mary & 

Joseph are — an engaged couple, there, at that moment, ready to 

hear the word of the Lord their ancestral God: ready to hear, and 

ready to respond.   

 Today, in St Matthew’s Gospel, we hear mostly of 

Joseph: how he had his concerns when he found that Mary was 

already expecting a baby, but how the message of an angel 

reassures him, and urges him to take Mary to his home, accept 

and care for the child Jesus, be the head of the Holy Family with 

all the blessings and challenges that that will entail.  Although 

Joseph features far less in the Gospels than does Mary, yet we 

see that his sacred role was a brave and crucial one in God’s 

plan.  He was a most remarkable and sturdy saint, someone holy 

and wholly reliable, to whom God could entrust the sacred 

mission of His only Son, Jesus, and the protection of Mary.  I 

love the way Matthew describes Joseph’s straightforward 

application of God’s message … “he did what the angel of the 

Lord had told him to do.”  This echoes perfectly what Our Lady 

said when the Angel Gabriel had announced to her that she was 

to bear the Son of God: “I am the handmaid of the Lord; let what 

you have said be done to me.”  Mary and Joseph were attuned to 

God’s holy word; steeped in the Scriptures and the traditions of 

Israel, they were formed by God’s holy people to act in this new 

and courageous way when called upon to do so. For neither of 

them can it have been an easy thing to say ‘yes’ at this strange 

turn of events, to agree to something so out of the ordinary.  



 We so want to be with Our Lady and St Joseph in this 

final week of Advent.  We want to accompany them all the way 

to Bethlehem, and to be very close to them as Jesus comes into 

the world.  If we are close to these two great saints, then we 

know that we are close to Our Lord Himself.  Each one of our 

families should want to imitate the Holy Family, having Jesus at 

its heart, and Joseph and Mary show us how to do that.  Above 

all, it means having our life totally open to the will of God: not 

being so busy or so distracted that we fail to give time to prayer, 

allowing the prompting of the Spirit.   

 Finally, we want to acknowledge that to be close to Jesus 

we need to have our hearts cleansed and made ready — much as 

we might make fresh and ready the dwelling place for any new-

born infant.  The Gospel reminded us that Jesus’s name — the 

one given Him from heaven — means ‘God saves’: “He is the 

one who is to save His people from their sins.”  So, let us make 

sure that we avail ourselves of the opportunities for Confession 

in the coming days.  Tomorrow (Monday) will be the best 

opportunity, with several priests here for you, in the morning 

(11.30am) and in the evening (7.30pm).  It would be good if you 

took a red sheet (‘Christmas Schedule’) which also has on it a 

detailed examination of conscience, to help you prepare and 

make a good confession.  Ask Mary and Joseph in your prayers 

to help you come very close to the saving heart of Jesus.  Think 

how they knew Him from the first moment He was with them — 

unborn, and then new-born — the Son of God.  They will help 

you realise that to approach Jesus in Confession is not a 

terrifying thing, but is born of an adoring love for this God who 

made Himself come among us as man, “God with us.”  So, 

please come tomorrow and receive from God, in all humility, the 

forgiveness He came to bring.   

 Holy Mary … Blessed Joseph … help us to see the 

Christ-child as you see Him, the saving action of God in our 

midst.  Pray for us, that we may love Him as you love Him; help 

us to know His tenderness and compassion, that we may find 

forgiveness from Him.   


